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Golden  hellos  to  lure  hard-up  graduates 


Leading  firms  set  up 
deals  to  pay  debts 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 

RIT AIN'S  biggest 
employers  believe 
they  will  have  to 
offer  “golden  hel- 
los” to  graduate 
recruits  to  help  them  pay  off 
debts  resulting  from  the  Gov- 
ernment's planned  imposition 
of  tuition  fees  and  the  aboli- 


tion of  student  maintenance 
grants. 

According  to  a Guardian- 
backed  survey  of  100  firms 
with  an  average  turnover  of 
£4  billion,  nearly  half  the  per- 
, sonnel  directors  and  senior 
recruitment  executives  said 
they  are  giving  priority  to  de- 
vising new  remuneration 
packages  to  compensate  for 
the  increase  in  student  loans. 

Disclosure  of  their  plans 


may  help  David  Blunkett,  the 
Education  and  Employment 
Secretary,  win  support  for  his 
plan  to  phase  out  the  mainte- 
nance grant  and  charge 
undergraduates  up  to  £1,000  a 
year  for  tuition. 

The  average  debt  under  the 
official  loan  scheme  for  stu- 
dents graduating  after  a 
| three-year  degree  course  is 
due  to  double  to  more  than 
£10,000  by  2002,  and  there  are 
fears  that  this  may  deter 
poorer  would-be  students 
from  applying  to  universities. 

But  Douglas  Trainer,  the 
president  of  the  National 
Union  of  Students,  said  the 
employers'  initiative  would 
help  only  a few  graduates 
with  special  skills  and  might 


discourage  students  from  en- 
tering arts  courses  with  lower 
salary  expectations. 

“Clearly  big  business  is 
worried  about  the  Govern- 
ment's proposals.  But  the 
offer  of  golden  hellos  to  com- 
paratively few  graduates 
from  elite  institutions  will 
provide  no  reassurance  to  the 
majority  of  students  and  uni- 
versities", lie  said. 

The  survey  was  commis- 
sioned by  recruitment  special- 
ists Paris  Human  Resources 

and  supported  by  the  Guard- 
ian. It  showed  that  personnel 
managers  are  finding  it 
harder  to  recruit  the  right  cal- 
ibre of  graduate.  last  year 
38  per  cent  said  they  had  a 
problem,  but  this  year  that  fig- 


i ure  rose  to  64  per  cent  — de- 
I spite  a larger  graduate  pool 

Already  20  per  cent  of  the 
big  firms  were  helping 
selected  students  pay  off 
loans.  Incentives  included 
joining  bonuses  of  up  to 
£2,000,  and  Interest-free  com- 
pany loans. 

Companies  were  asked  how 
they  would  respond  to  the 
changing  structure  of  student 
grants  and  47  per  cent  said  it 
would  become  a priority  to 
provide  help  with  student 

loans. 

“It  should  come  as  no  sur- 
prise that  employers  are  pre- 
pared to  compensate  gradu- 
ates for  change  in  the  funding 
of  higher  education.  The  bet- 
ter firms  want  to  recruit  the 


best  graduates.  A few  thou- 
sand pounds  here  or  there  are 
drops  in  the  ocean  when  com- 
pared to  the  costs  of  recruit- 
ing. training  and  employing  a 
graduate,'1  said  Simon  How- 
ard, the  chairman  of  Park 
Human  Resources. 

Hugh  Grant,  the  head  of 
graduate  recruitment  for  BT, 
gftiri  it  was  one  of  several  lead- 
ing companies  offering  inter- 
est-free loans  for  graduate 
recruits.  “Until  now  most  com- 
panies have  stopped  short  of 
offering  substantial  golden  hel- 
los to  let  students  pay  off  their 
debt . . . but  this  Is  a fast-mov- 
ing area  and  companies  are 
trying  to  work  out  what  file 
effect  of  tuition  fees  will  be." 

Firms  offering  golden  hel- 


los would  take  a risk  on  keep- 
ing the  graduate  with  the 
company-  They  might  Impose 
“golden  handcuff^"  requiring 
repayment  if  the  graduate 
moved  on  quickly,  but  this 
could  be  hard  to  enforce. 

“Until  now  it  has  been 
thought  a misfortune  if  some- 
one started  a career  with  a 
loan  to  repay,  but  in  future  it 
will  be  normal,''  said  Mr 
Grant,  chairman  of  the  Associ- 
ation cf  Graduate  Recruiters. 

Half  the  companies  in  the 
survey  said  they  recruited 
more  graduates  this  year 
than  last  and  half  predicted  a 
larger  intake  next  year. 
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Labour  rebels 
told:  sign  ‘gag’ 


David  Hencfce- 
W—tmtoslT  Correspondent 


FOUR  rebel . Euro 
KlPs'face"  suspen- 
sion from  the 
Labour  Party 
today  for  defying  a 
gag,  backed  by 
Tony  Blair,  which  forbids 
public  criticism  of  govern- 
merit  policies. 

They  have  been  given  until 
3pm  to  sign  a pledge  to  abide 
by  a new  code  of  practice  or 
face  disciplinary  measures. 

The  warning  came  in  a letter 
from  Simon  Murphy,  the  Euro- 
pean Parliamentary  Labour 
Party  whip,  sent  yesterday 
with  the  approval  of  the  lead- 
ership, giving  them  24 
hours  to  comply  with  the 
rules.  The  four  MEPs  under 
threat  are  Ken  Coates,  MEP 
for  Nottingham  North  and 
Chesterfield;  Hugh  Kerr. 
Essex  West  and  Hertfordshire 
East;  Alec  Falconer,  Mid  Scot- 
land and  Fife;  and  Michael : 
Handley,  Lancashire  South. 

AD  looked  set  last  night  to 
defy  the  party,  forcing  the  lead- 
ership either  to  deny  than  die  j 
whip,  suspend  them,  or  report ! 
them  to  the  party's  National 1 
Executive  Committee,  which 
ratified  the  code  last  month 
against  opposition  from  two 
leftwing  MPs,  Dennis  Skinner 
and  Diane  Abbott  and  two 
union  representatives. 

Mr  Coates  said  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  backing  down:  "1 
shall  be  raising  this  in  [the 
European]  Parliament  today. 
This  is  not  a matter  of  our 
privilege,  it  is  a matter  of  our 
duty  to  defend  the  rights  of  the 
electorate,  our  constituents.” 

Mr  Kerr  said:  “We  are  wait- 
ing to  see  if  we  are  to  be 
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The  letter  informing  rebel  Labour  MEPs  of  the  ultimatum 
banged,  drawn  and  quartered.  | The  parties  will  nominate 


We  will  not  back  down  over 
this.” 

The  heat  will  be  turned  up 
this  morning  when  Mr  Coates, 
the  most  vocal  of  the  rebels, 
will  demand  a ruling  from 
Jose  Maria  Gfl-Robles,  Presi- 
dent of  the  European  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  code  is  in 
breach  of  European  parliamen- 
tary privilege.  Such  a ruling 
would  farce  the  Labour  Party 
to  withdraw  the  code  and  nego- 
tiate a new  one  with  the  MEPs. 

The  catalyst  for  the  dispute 
was  the  Government’s  plan  to 
Introduce  proportional  repre- 
sentation for  fiie  1999  Euro- 
pean elections.  The  Guardian 
revealed  last  week  that  Mr 
Blair  was  facing  revolts  in 
Westminster  and  Strasbourg 
over  his  plan  to  introduce  a 
closed  list  system  for  the  elec- 
tions. A bill  announcing  the 
change  will  be  introduced  in 
the  Lords  next  month. 

Under  the  proposed  reforms, 
MEPs  will  no  longer  be  cho- 
sen by  constituency  parties 
but  from  a list  of  candidates 
drawn  up  by  the  national 
parties.  The  ballot  papers,  in- 
stead of  having  names,  will 
ask  people  to  vote  tor  a party. 


MEPs  from  their  lists,  accord-  decision.' 


Downing  Street  as  “unrecon- 
structed Old  Labour".  Anger 
mounted  when  they  were  told 
by  the  Labour  MEP  leader, 
Wayne  David,  that  under  the 
code  they  could  not  debate  file 
change  in  public. 

The  code  says:  "Members 
will  support  party  policy  as 
defined  in  the  Labour  Party 
manifesto,  including  the  com- 
mitment to  proportional  rep- 
resentation. and  no  member 
shall  give  statements  to  the 
media  about  any  aspect  of  the 
party  selection  procedures, 
which  are  a matter  for  inter- 
nal party  discussion  and 


ingto  the  votes  cast 


Coates 


The  Liberal  Democrats  have  reported  the  party  to  the  Presi- 
already  said  they  want  people  dent  of  the  European  Pariia- 


to  be  able  to  choose  candi- 
dates directly  and  last  night 
Conservative  Central  Office 


ment  and  warned  the  party  he 
would  sue  for  breach  of  privi- 
lege. At  least  three  other  MEPs 


indicated  that  it  also  was  un-  flouted  the  code  by  talking  to 
happy  with  Labour's  plans.  the  Guardian,  the  Financial 
Several  Labour  MEPs  saw  Times  and  the  BBC. 
the  proposed  change  as  a move  Mr  David  said  Labour  MEPs 
by  Tony  Blair’s  advisers  to  rid  had  voted  28  to  seven  to  note 
him  of  members  portrayed  by  the  introduction  of  the  code. 


Today’s  forecast:  sunshine  with  showers  of  cash  for  the  ‘mad  professor 
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jufla  Finch  

A FORMER  part-time  lec- 
turer and  leader  of  the 
1970s  squatters’  move- 
ment is  expected  to.  become  a 
millionaire  by  floating  bis 
weather  forecasting  service 
on  the  Stock  Exchange. 

Piers  Corbyn,  brother  of  the 
hard  left  Labour  MP  for  Is- 
lington North,  Jeremy  Cor- 
byn, will  have  a paper  fortune 

of  £2-7- million  if  the  flotation 
goes  as  planned  on  Oc- 
tober 28.  j ^ . . 

Mr  Corbyn.-  aged  50,  claims 


up  to  a year  abead  by  stuay- 
ing  sun  spots  and  solar  mag- 
netic fields  from  his  offices  » 
the  Elephant  and  Castle  in 


south  London.  He  claims  his 
long  range  forecasts  correctly 
predicted  that  January  1997 
would  be  one  of  the  10  coldest 
on  record,  and  to  have  fore- 
cast this  August’s  heatwave. 

The  Met  Office,  which 
scornfully  refers  to  him  as 
“the  mad  professor  who  tells 
the  weather  by  squinting  at 
the  sun”,  reckons  accurate 

five-day  forecasts  are  pushing 

at  the  frontiers  of  science. 
Anything  longer-term  Is 
"outlook*’.  . . . 

But  Mr  Corbyn  puts  his 
money  where  his  forecasts 
are  He  wagers  up  to  £10,000  a 
year  oh  his  predictions  with 
William  Hill  and  claims  a 
00-80  per  cent  success  rate. 

Wffliam  HDl  uses  Met  Office 

forecasts  to  calculate  its  odds. 


Britain 
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Mr  Corbyn,  who  was  a stu- 
dent union  activist,  joined  the 
Elgin  Avenue  squat  in  west 
London  in  the  mid-1970s.  “I 
was  extremely  active  in  the 
campaign  to  make  empty 
houses  available  to  homeless 
people,”  he  said  yesterday. 

He  went  on  to  stutfy  cosmol- 
ogy and  the  formation  of  the 
galaxy  before  becoming  a 
maths  and  physics  lecturer  at 
the  Southbank  University.  In 
1991,  be  says,  he  discovered  a 
link  between  solar  activity 
and  the  weather  and  started 
forecasting,  using  what  he 
nails  the  solar  weather  tech-, 
nique.  His  Weather  Action 
company  was  established  in 
1995. 

Fellow  scientists  refuse  to 
acknowledge  his  methods  be- 


cause he  will  not  follow  the  I 
established  academic  route  of 
publishing  his  work.  “They 
don’t  know  how  tt  is  done,  so 
they  lust  say  it  doesn’t  work," 
he  said  yesterday. 

He  dismissed  the  Met  Office 
scepticism  as  “pseudo-aca- 
demic hostility"  and  said: 
''We  are  creating  a revolution 
in  weather  foretasting." 

Mr  Corbyn  employs  10  staff 
who  work  on  PCs.  “We  are 
more  scientific  than  them, 
but  they  are  more  hi-tech,"  he 
said. 

The  flotation  comes  10 
years  after  the  Met  Office 
made  its  biggest  blunder 

when  TV  weatherman 

i Michael  Fish  categorically  de- 
I nled  a hurricane  was  about  to 
hit  Britain  — hours  before 


the  South  was  lashed  by  gales 
up  to  llOmph. 

Weather  Action  is  hoping  to 
raise  £1  million  from  its  flota- 
tion to  finance  expansion.  Mr 
Corbyn  has  started  forecast- 
ing European  weather  and  in- 
tends to  move  Into  the  poten- 
tially lucrative  business  of 
predicting  Atlantic 
hurricanes. 

Weather  Action  has  a long 
list  of  business  clients  who 
believe  his  advice  is  worth 
paying  for,  including  British 
Gas  and  Yorkshire  Electric- 
ity. Fashion  stores  Deben- 
hams  and  Etam  also  use  his 
forecasts.  "They  need  to  know 
about  the  onset  of  autumn,  so 
they  know  how  many  coats  . . . 

they  will  sell,”  said  Mr  Biers  Cortym  puts  his 
Corbyn.  money  where  his  month  Is 
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2 NEWS 


The  Guardian 


Anne  Perkins  reports  from  the 
Eastbourne  seafront  hotel 
where  William  Hague  sought 
to  assume  the  mantle  of  Mr 
Motivator  in  making  a rallying 
call  to  his  depleted  band  of  MPs 


Casting  off  the  traditional  ties,  or  at  least  tie . . . William  Hague  with  Tory  MPs  at  Eastbourne  yesterday  at  the  start  erf  their  two-day  gat-together 


Tories  split  between  suits  and  sweaters 


FOR  a party  con- 
cerned about  its 
ageing  Image,  it 
was  odd  that  the 
Tories  chose  East- 
bourne — a town  with  a 
chair  lift  on  every  stair- 
case, a Zimmer  frame  at 
every  front  door  — for  get- 
ting to  grips  with  their  new 
brand  identity. 

They  took  to  heart  Wil- 
liam Hague’s  strictures 
about  being  less  buttoned 
np.  Ties  were  definitely  Old 
Tory;  open  necks  indicated 
open  ttifnds-  they  hoped. 

Appearances  always 
count.  The  first  Prime  Min- 


ister to  truly  understand  i 
this  was  Harold  Macmillan. 
He  used  to  get  his  game- 
keeper  to  wear  his  new 
tweed  suits  for  a month  so 
that  by  the  time  he  put 
them  on,  they  had  acquired 
that  indispensible  patina  of 
age. 

But  that  was  in  a bygone 
era.  Even  its  sole  heir,  Alan 
Clark,  wears  tweeds  that 
look  freshly  pressed  and  In 
a cloth  so  loud  it  would 
frighten  the  horses. 

Yesterday,  In  a daring  in- 
vitation to  self-expression 
from  a party  so  damaged  by 
it  in  the  past,  MPs  were  told 


to  dress  casually.  For  some, 
thi<q  was  almost  a challenge 
too  far.  Michael  Fahricant, 
who  had  rashly  invited 
BBC  Newsmght  to  watch 
him  dress,  found  it  impossi- 
ble to  chose  which  shirt 
went  with  which  trousers. 

Stephen  Dorrell  tried  de- 
signer grunge:  a large 
shapeless  pullle  and  his 
gardening  trousers.  Doug- 
las Hogg  wore  his  fanning 
clothes.  But  Ken  Clarke 
and  John  Gummer,  betray- 
ing their  resistance  to  new 
ideas,  wore  suits. 

“It  took  me  three  hours 
to  get  this  rumpled,”  con- 


fided one  participant  In  a 
rare  moment  of  unsuper- 
vised communication. 

“The  party’s  split,”  said 
one  MP  merrily,  “between 
the  suits  and  the  sweaters.” 

So  it  was  appropriate  that 
Mr  Hague  sought  to  unite 
the  warring  wings  of  his 
party,  starting  in  collar  and 
tie,  moving  smoothly  to 
open-necked  collar,  before 
slipping  into  a breakfast 
TV  sweater  look. 

It  wasn't  quite  the  coher- 
ent image  the  party  Is  striv- 
ing for.  It  looked  like  a 
cross  between  a'  dysfunc- 
tional family  on  holiday 


and  a conference  of  sales 
reps  after  their  firm  has 
been  the  victim  of  a hostile 
takeover. 

But  they  have  more  to 
talk  abont  than  their 
clothes.  This  Is  a product  in 
development 

In  the  Grand  Hotel’s 
main  conference  room,  Mr 
Hague  (at  the  no-tie  stage) 
performed  as  the 
Motivator. 

"The  way  we  organise 
ourselves,  the  way  we  talk 
to  each  other,  the  way  we 
behave  has  got  to  change,” 
he  says  in  that  flat  York- 
shire voice.  “And  the 


change  starts  here.  The 
change  starts  now.”  What 
can  he  mean?  Do  their 
wives  and  families  know? 

And  what  are  the  implica- 
tions for  the  MP  whose 
number  plate  is  FIBS  91? 

Mr  Hague  sweeps  on. 
“We  are  beginning  by  lis- 
tening. We  are  beginning 
by  letting  the  British 
people  help  ns  shape  the 
Conservative  alternative. 

“We  have  to  listen  to 
people  to  whom  tradition- 
ally we  have  not  listened 
enough.  We  want  to  know 
the  hopes  and  anxieties, 
ambitions  and  fears  of  all 


the  British  people.  We  are 
beginning  by  offering  an 
opposition  based  on  princi- 
ple and  honesty.  New 
Labour  does  not  care  about 
right  and  wrong. 

“It  i is  a government  of 
focus  groups  and  opinion 
polls,  of  background  brief- 
ings media  manipula- 
tion. It  is  a government 
without  principle  and  with- 
out conscience.” 

So  it  seems  the  New  Au- 
thentic Conservative  Party 
will  listen,  . but  it  won’t 
change. 

This  is  not  a repeat  of  an 
earlier  Tory  reinvention. 


when  in  the  late  sixties 
they  gathered  at  a hotel 
called  the  Selsdon  and 
dreamt  up  a. prototype 
Thatcherism.  There  will  be 
no  Eastbourne  Man  emerg- 
ing this  afternoon. 

Later  the  party’s  chief 
ideas  man.  Danny  Finkel- 
stein,  tells  MPs  that  on  May 
1 It  was  the  Tories  who 
were  defeated  and  not  Con- 
servatism. It  seems  what 
they  want  is  a new  suit.  Or 
maybe  just  a new  sweater. 

Julian  Critchtoy,  pas*  9; 

Qunas  of  goa-up,  <82  cover 
story 


Suburban  ‘jewel  in  crown’  shudders  at  mob  attack 


As  a protective  son  lies  in  a coma, 
beaten  with  a baseball  bat,  Stuart 
Millar  reports  on  shattered  illusions 


LIKE  all  its  neighbours, 
the  Holmes  house  is 
small  and  neat  Like 
its  neighbours,  the 
garden  is  carefhlly  tended. 
miniature  conifers  lining  the 
path  from  the  brown  fence  to 
the  front  door. 

There,  however,  is  the  only 
clue  to  what  sets  the  house 
apart  from  the  rest  in  the 
quiet  Wolverhampton  neigh- 
bourhood. A hastily  scrawled, 
though  polite,  note  appeals 
for  the  residents  to  be  left 
alone  and  thanks  neighbours 
for  the  support  they  have 
given  since  Lee  Holmes  was 
beaten  unconscious  in  the 
front  garden  on  Sunday,  try- 
ing to  protect  his  disabled 
father. 

Mr  Holmes,  aged  27,  was  hit 


repeatedly  with  a baseball  bat 
by  a group  of  men  after  he 
chased  off  youths  throwing 
stones  at  the  house  and  shout- 
ing abuse  at  his  father. 

Mr  Holmes's  skull  was  frac- 
tured and  yesterday  he 
remained  unconscious  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  hospital  in 
Birmingham. 

The  attack  was  the  culmi- 
nation of  a campaign  of 
abuse  and  intimidation 
against  Mr  Holmes's  64-year- 
old  fhtber,  Fred,  who  lost  an 
arm  in  an  industrial  accident 
and  has  a serious  heart 
condition. 

For  several  weeks  youths 
had  bombarded  him  with  ver- 
bal abuse  and  his  house  with 
bricks.  Family  friends  said 
yesterday  Mr  Holmes  was  ex- 


Lee Holmes,  beaten  unconscious  by  a mob  outside  his  home  (left)  In  Wolverhampton 


a Media  Guardian  event 


A Public  Debate 


vlondav  October  27.  6.30ptr 


c>,S-  ■■  • r'-'lv  -'r : 


Panel  includes  Guardian  editor  Alan 
Rusbrkkjer,  Martin  Cruddace  of  the  Mirror’s 
Jega)  department,  Ann  Leslie  of  the  Daily 
Mail,  Geoffrey  Robertson  OC,  Adam  Raphael 
from  the  Ecomomist  and  Annie  McGann  w*10 
will  toll  her  story  of  press  intrusion.  Chaired 
by  Media  Guardian  editor,  John  Mulhollaod. 


tremely  protective  of  his 
father.  When  the  youths 
turned  up  again  he  decided  to 
deal  with  them. 

“Lee  was  so  fond  of  his 
Esther  and  would  do  anything 
to  defend  him,”  said  Margaret 
Rothan,  the  mother  of  Mr 
Holmes's  fiancee,  Lyn  Gar- 
ner. “They  must  have  been 
hurling  abuse  at  Fred  and  he 
must  have  got  scared  and 


angry.”  Mr  Holmes  chased 
the  gang  away  but  shortly 
afterwards  they  were 
replaced  by  an  older  group 
who  started  pounding  on  the 
front  door  and  shouting. 

Mr  Holmes  went  outside  to 
confront  them,  carrying  a 
baseball  bat  to  protect  him- 
self. But  the  men  wrestled  it 
from  him  and  used  it  to  beat 
him  on  the  head. 


Five  men  from  the  Wednes- 
Field  area  of  Wolverhampton 
were  arrested  early  yester- 
day. 

Neighbours  were  yesterday 
trying  to  piece  together  the 
chain  of  events  leading  up  to 
the  attack.  "1  saw  the  first 
gang  shouting  at  the  house," 
said  Averil  Stevens,  aged  26. 
"The  next  1 knew  the  ambu- 
lance was  coming  and  Lee 


was  lying  on  the  lawn  uncon- 
scious.” 

"My  son  came  downstairs 
and  told  me  what  had  hap- 
pened," said  George  Broome, 
aged  59.  “He  looked  really 
side  at  what  he  had  seen.  I 
told  my  wife  not  to  open  the 
curtains  because  1 knew  we’d 
get  a brick  through  our 
windows." 

Mrs  Rothan  was  called  to 
the  house  by  her  daughter, 
who  was  hysterical.  “When  I 
arrived  Fred  was  just  stand- 
ing and  shaking  and  Lee  was 
on  the  floor  with  blood  com- 
ing out  of  his  nose  mouth  and 
ears  — it  was  a horrible 
sight" 

Mr  Holmes's  father  had 
suffered  heart  attacks  in 
recent  years  and  had  lost  his 
wife  in  1990,  she  said.  "Lee 
looked  after  his  father.  He 
took  care  of  him  and  the  pair 
were  ever  so  close." 

Last  night  the  labyrinth  or 
streets  around  the  house  in 
the  Low  Hill  area  was  uncom- 
monly quiet  On  a corner  two 
boys  played  football,  while 
the  calm  was  occasionally 
broken  by  the  whistle  of  a 
firework.  To  visitors  the 
streets  would  have  lived  up  to 


the  official  description  as  the 
jewel  in  the  local  authority’s 
crown.  Millions  of  pounds 
have  been  poured  into  the 
area  through  the  City  Chal- 
lenge scheme  and  crime  has 
been  halved  since  1992. 

But  residents  claim  the 
attack  shatters  all  those  illu- 
sions. “What  kind  of  people 
could  throw  , bricks  at  that 
man's  door?”  said  Mr 
Broome.  “Everybody  points 
to  this  area  as  a good  example 


but  they  don't  know  what’s 
going  on.  You  cant  walk 
down  the  streets  without 
being  abused  by  kids.  Some  of 
them  are  no  alder  than  six.” 
Another  neighbour,  who 
refused  to  be  named,  agreed. 
“We  only  moved  in  on  Sun- 
day and  can't  believe  this  has 
happened,”  she  said.  "We 
were  used  to  this  sort  of  thing 
in  the  area  we  left  and  we 
hoped  to  be  getting  away  from 
all  that-" 


Collect  pounds, 
not  points 


In  praise  of  battle-axes,  by  an  expert 


Review 


Stephen  Moss 


Christine  Hamilton's 
Bumper  Book  Of  British 


Robson  Books 
El  4.95 

CHRISTINE  Hamilton, 
whose  media  career  has 
burgeoned  since  her 
husband  Neil’s  electoral  fall 
from  grace,  has  written  her 
first  book.  The  Bumper  Book 
OfBritJsh  Battle-axes.  It  rep- 
resents a noble  attempt  to 
rescue  the  battle-axe  from  the 
opprobrium  of  history  and  to 
celebrate  the  “talents,  attri- 
butes and  attitudes''  of  the 
truly  tough  woman. 

As  well  as  the  philosophical 
inspiration,  there  was 
apparently  a commercial 
imperative.  “We  wanted 
something  for  the  Christmas 
market  and  Neil  suggested 
this,  trading  on  my  image  ac  a 
battle-axe,”  she  told  one 
interviewer. 

The  publisher,  Robson 
Books,  describes  it  as  “a  fun 
book,  an  ideal  presentfor  a 


mother-in-law  or  a down- 
trodden male". 

This  is  not  however,  a book 
dreamed  up  over  a three-bottle 
lunch  in  some  Soho  brasserie. 
“The  idea.”  says  Christine  In 
her  introduction,  “came  as  we 
drove  home  to  Cheshire  up  the 
M40  in  late  May. 

“Neil  had  been  defeated  at 
the  general  election  and  we 
were  debating  what  to  do  with 
our  lives ...  Both  Neil  and  I 
were  unemployed  and  tempo- 
rarily floundering  in  a discon-  ! 
certing  world  of  Job  and  in- 
come insecurity." 

Eureka.1  A book  was  bom. 

Hamilton’s  list  of  battle- 
axes  includes  Baroness 
Thatcher  (“the  Battle-axe  of 
the  Century,  perhaps  even  of 
the  millennium"),  Barbara 
Cartland(“not  Justa  star,  she 
is  a super-nova”)  and  the 
Empress  Matilda  (who  was 

not  averse  to  using  the  odd 
real  battle-axe  to  get  her  way). 

It  concludes  with  an  admit-, 
ing  profile  of  one  Christine 
Hamilton  and  some  possibly 
libellous  remarks  abont  the 
editor  of  the  Guardian. 

The  joy  lies  in  the  juxta- 
positions. “Some  men. 
apparently,  get  their  kicks  by 
serving  a very  difficult 
mistress.” 


Christine  Hamilton:  ideal 
present  for  mother-in-law1 

A perceptive  analysis,  you 
might  think,  of  the  male  mem- 
bers of  Mrs  Thatcher's  cabi- 
net. But  no,  it  is  a description 
of  the  home  life  of  the  delight- 
ful Cynthia  Payne,  who  “satis- 
fied this  urge  in  her  slaves  by 
wearing  very  high  heels  while 
they  Hoovered". 

Each  of  the  33  battle-axes 
gets  a couple  of  thousand 
words  of,  er,  analysis — actu- 
ally a string  of  quotes, 
anecdotes  and  press  com- 


ments. It  is  enough  to  give  a 
cuttings  job  a bad  name. 

Occasionally,  however,  old 
laser  eyes  focuses  on  a prime 
target 

Edwina  Currie,  for  exam- 
ple: “Apparently  obsessed  by 
sex,  sbe  clearly  regards  her- 
self as  a kind  of  middle-aged 
sex  bomb. 

“Always  banging  on  about 
banging  away,  sbe  never 
misses  a chance  to  talk  about 
her  sexy  underwear  or  com- 
ment about  other  people’s  sex 
lives  (complete  with  helpful 
hints)  and  used  to  refer  to  her 
converted  windmill  In  Derby- 
shire as  “penis  shaped* ." 

Hamilton  is  believed  to  be 
considering  further  book  pro- 
jects and  invites  readers  to 
send  in  suggestions  for  a 
second  volume  of  battle-axes. 

The  acknowledgments  to 
this  formidable  first  volume 
end  with  a touching  dedica- 
tion to  her  husband  Neil:  “The 
challenge  of  this  book  enabled 
me  dally  to  tap  into  his  vast 

store  of  peripheral  (some 
might  say,  useless) 
knowledge. 

"For  several  weeks  he 
risked  life  and  limb  touching 
up  the  battle-axes." 

Better  run  font  past  the  law- 
yers, 1 think. 


Britain's  leading 
money  back  credit  card 


There’s  no  other  credit  card  quite  like  it. 
The  NEW  credit  card  from 
Alliance  Sc  Leicester  gives  you: 

ft  money  bock  on  every  purchase,  every  year 

ft  double  money  back  of  up  to  2%  in  1997 

ft  no  annual  fee  - unlike  many  other 
credit  cards 

ft  up  to  46  days  interest-free  credit 

ft  low  standard  rates  of  1 7.9%  APR 
■ and  12.9%  APR  on  transferred  balances*- 


Earn  money  back  - 

apply  today 


®CALL  FREE 
0500  83  83  83 

Lines  open  24  hours  a day,  365  days  a year 
Quoting  RefrXZRZ 

■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 
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The  Old  Bailey 
yesterday 
heard  how  a 
six-week 
surveillance 
operation  led 

to  the  arrest  of 
four  men,  and 
death  of  a fifth, 
accused  of 
planning  a 
‘devastating’ 
campaign  of 
terror 


Dtmcan  Campbell 
wtawCofrespomfMt 


AN  IRA  unit  which 
planned  a “devas- 
tating” campaign 
of  terrorism  in 
London  was  foiled 
when  four  men  were  arrested 
and  a filth  shot  dead,  a court 
heard  yesterday. 

The  men  were  held  after  a 
six- week  surveillance  opera- 
tion by  police  and  the  intelli- 
gence services,  an  Old  Bailey 
jury  was  told. 

The  active  service  unit 
which  planned  the  explosions 
was  a combination  of  young 
men  familiar  with  London 
and  others  who  had  come 
from  Ireland  for  the  opera- 
tion. prosecuting  counsel 
David  Waters  said.  The  dead 
man  had  been  “at  the  heart” 
of  the  plot,  he  addetL 
James  Murphy,  aged  26, 
Michael  Phillips,  -aged  22. 
Brian  McHugh,  aged  31  and 
Patrick  Kelly,  also  31.  are  an 
pleading  not  guilty  to  conspir- 
ing to  cause  explosions  and 
possessing  explosives. 

Another  man,  Diarmuid 
0'NeiH,  who  had  lived  and 
worked  in  London  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  was  shot  by 
police  on  September  23  last 
year  as  they  attempted  to  ar- 
nest  hkn  in  Hammersmith, 
west  London. 


“He  was  a vital  member  of  a 
Provisional  IRA  active  ser- 
vice unit,”  said  Mr  Waters. 
“He  was  at  the  heart  of  +hig 
conspiracy." 

A police  marksman,  identi- 
fied only  as  “Kilo”,  had  shot 
him  because  he  feared  for  his 
life,  the  court  was  told. 

“AH  Kilo  could  see  was  a 
figure  kneeling  towards  him. 
He  thought  he  was  goingto  be  i 
I shot,  so  he  fired.”  said  Mr 
I Waters.  "He  thought  he  had 
' missed  and  fired  more  shots.  < 
With  the  benefit  of  hindsight.  | 


— in  sharp  contrast  to  any 
member  of  the  public,”  said 
Mr  Waters. 

Mr  McHugh  was  the  unit 
commander,  suggested  Mr 
Waters.  He  and  Mr  Kelly  had 
both  come  over  from  Ireland 
for  the  operation. 

Mr  Murphy,  who  had  an 
Irish  background  but  had 
been  bom  in  London  and  had 
been  working  as  an  assistant 
groundsman  at  Latimer 
Upper  School  In  west  London 
at  the  time  cthis  arrest,  was  a 
friend  of  O’Neill.  His  role  was 


The  defendants  would  be  well  away 
from  the  area  and  safe — in  sharp 
contrast  to  any  member  of  the  public* 


be  need  not  have  fired,  as  no 
firearms  were  in  the  room.”  ' 

Mr  Waters  said  that  four 
parking  cases  for  bombs  and 
100  bags  of  improvised -explo- 
sive had  been  found  during  a 
police  raid  an  a storage  unit 
in  Hornsey,  north  London. 
The  bombs  would  have  been 
left  on  a lorry  or  lorries  in 
whatever  part  of  London  had 
been  chosen. 

A timing  device  would  have 
been  used  to  set  off  the 
bombs,  “by  which  Hwif  die 
defendants  would  be  well 
away  from  the  area  and  safe 


to  help  find  accommodation 
-for  the  two  members  of  the 
unit  arriving  from  Ireland. 
He  had  chosen  a hotel  where 
the  men  would  not  be  seen  by 
the  reception  staff.  . 

- Mr  Phillips  lived  in  Craw- 
ley, Sussex,  and  worked  for 
'British  Airways  at  Gatwick 
as  an  aircraft  engineer.  He 
came  from  Belfast  and  was 
skilled  in  electronics,  the 
court  was  told.  The  jury , 
might  think  that  his  electron- 
ics training  might  be  useful 
for  the  plot. 

O'Neill,'  using  the  false 


NEWS  3 


terror  ' 

The  accused,  from  leftrPatrick  Kelly,  Brian  McHugh,  James  Murphy  and  Michael  Phillips. 
°eny  conspiring  to  cause  explosions  and  possessing  explosives  draws**  jjuaojbcis? 

Shot  man  ‘at  heart 

of  IRA  bomb  plot’ 


name  Ray  Wilkinson,  had 
hired  storage  space  at  a depot 
in  Hornsey  where  the  impro- 
vised explosive,  consisting  of 
ammonium  nitrate  and  sugar, 
was  stored  disguised  as  com- 
post, the  court  was  told. 

In  August.  Mr  McHugh  and 
Mr  Kelly  had  arrived  in  Eng- 
land and  bad  been  Been  on 
closed  circuit  security  cam- , 
eras  at  Hammersmith  under- 
ground station.  A surveil- ' 
lance  operation  haff  been 
mounted  and  for  the  next  six 
weeks  the  men  were  followed. 

“A  vast  number  of  officers" 
had  taken  part  in  what  bad 
been  code-named  Operation 
Tinnitus.  The  name  had  no 
significance,  the  jury  heard. 

The  men  had  used  classic 
anti-surveillance  techniques, 
referring  to  themselves  by 
nicknames  and  their  meeting- 
places  in  code.- ‘‘Charlie 
Parker”  had  been  code  for 
.Chiswick  Park,  for  . instance: 
When  two  met,  a third  stood 
nearby  to  see  if  they  were 
being  followed. 

"You  will  not  see  a photo- 
graph of  any  of  the  defendants 
attaching  a fuse  to  something 
with  ‘bomb’  marked  on  it.” 
said  Mr  Waters.  "Life’s  not 
like  that.”  But  there  would  be 
evidence  of  the  surveillance 
operation  from  the  period  be- 
tween August  12'  and  the 
men’s  arrests.'  * ' 

The  case  continues. 


A forensic  expert 


a trail  of  blood  after  the  shooting  ofDiarmuid  O’Neill  last  September  photograph:  uouisabuuer 


b attac!  Students  put  home  life  before  high-flying 


Big-money  careers  ‘not  worth 
cost  of  personal  unhappiness’ 


ARson  Daniels 


Students  contem- 
plating their  future 
careers  would  prefer 
to  forgo  high  salaries 
and  long  hours  in  favour  of  a 
rewarding  home  life  and  time 
to  develop  as  a person,  ac- 
cording to  survey  published 
yesterday. 

Business  students  at  30  col- 
leges in  10  countries  world- 
wide, including  three  leading 
UK  universities,  pot  a bal- 
anced lifestyle  above  earning 
a competitive  salary  and  the 
chance  to  cliznb  the  manage- 
rial ladder  when  they  were 
asked  what  they  wanted  from 
a first  job. 

The  students;  described  as 
potential  high-fliers,  also  said 
that  working  with  colleagues 
they  could  socialise  with  was 
more  important  to  them  than 
the  success  of  the  company-  , 
The  least  important  consid- 
erations in  a first  job  was 
long-term  security,  a strong 
corporate  culture,  or  the 
Chance  to  do  work  which  ben- 
efited other  people  or  contrib- 
uted to  society. 


pounds, 

points 
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Asked  about  their  future 
career  goals,  students  wanted 
a challenging  job  with  finan- 
cial rewards  but  did  not  want 
to  work  themselves  into  the 
ground  to  achieve  it 

Nearly  half  rated  a bal- 
anced lifestyle  and  a reward- 
ing life  outside  work  as  their 
principle  aim.  A third 
thought  building  a private  fi- 
nancial base  was  important 
and  a quarter  wanted  a stimu- 
lating job  and  to  work  with 
talented  colleagues. 

Under  a quarter  hoped  to 
become  a specialist  in  their 
chosen  field  and  only  14  per 
cent  wanted  to  run  their  own 
business  or  make  a meaning- 
ful contribution  to  society. 

When  it  came  to  life  prior- 
ities in  general,  personal  de- 
velopment was  the.- first  goal 
with  developing  a career 
stated  as  the  second  aim. 

Spending  time  with  friends 
and  having  a family  were  also 
viewed  as  very  important  and 
rated  above  working  abroad 
or  developing  creative  skills; 

In  the  long-term,  few  stu- 
dents in  the  International 
Student  Survey  published  by 

the  accountancy  firm  Coopers 


& Lybrand  were  interested  in 
working  for  a non-profit  mak- 
ing organisation. 

Most  of  those  questioned 
were  studying  accountancy, 
economics  and  marketing, 
and  there  was  little  difference 
in  attitude  among  those  at  the 
three  UK  universities  of 
Oxford,  Manchester  and  the 
London  School  of  Economics, 
compared  to  the  views  of  stu- 
dents at  Tokyo  University, 
the  University  of  Sydney  or 
elsewhere.  . " • 


In  the  student  union  bar  at 
the  London  School  of  Ec o- 
l nomics  yesterday  lunchtime, 
several  students  voiced  senti- 
ments similar  to  those  in  the 
survey. 

Darren  Boston,  aged  24,  a 
student  of  international  rela- 
tions, said  he  was  interested 
in  a Job  which  offers  opportu- 
nities abroad  bat  not  at  any 
cost.  "People  want  to  travel 
but  if  the  job  is  not  what 
you’re  after,  there's  not  much 
point” . 


Amy  Preston,  aged  20,  a 
first  year  history  student 
who  hopes  to  be  a journalist 
said:  “A  career  and  a good 
quality  of  life  go  hand  in 
hand,  really.  I still  want  to  get 
ahead  but  yon  get  a career  bo 
you  can  have  the  life  you 
want” 

I Liz  Bargh,  chief  executive 
| of  the  consultancy  firm  WED, 
who  will  present  the  Coopers 
& Lybrand  findings  to  an  em- 
ployers’ conference  this  week, 
said  that  the  survey  reflected 
a general  attitude  in  society 
of  “If  you  don't  look  after 
yourself  no  one  else  will”.  

Margaret  Dane,  president  Darren  Boston:  Travel, 
of  the  Association  of  GradiH  hut  not  at  any  cost 
ate  Careers'  Advisory  Ser- 
vices, thought  students  were 
rebelling  against  a worka- 
holic culture. 

She  watt  on:  "Students  see 
their  parents  working  long 
hours,  often  because  they  are 
afraid  of  losing  their  jobs. 

. They  don’t  want  to  be  so 
.tired  and  so  stressed  out  that 
they  cant  enjoy,  what  a high- 
salary  offers.  They  want  more 
of  a balance.” 

. However  Ms  Dane  thought 
hoping  for  a balanced  life 
might  be  wishful  thinking. 

She  stud  it  was  still  an  em- 
ployers’market  and  the  views 
of  students  were  unlikely  to  Amy  Preston:  ‘Quality  of 
have  much  ini  pact  personal  life  Is  vital* 


Blair  to  unveil 
first  sell-off 


Michael  White 
Political  Eifitor 

TONY  BLAIR  will  today 
unveil  the  Labour  gov- 
ernment’s first  privati- 
sation when  he  announces 
the  sale  of  60  per  cent  of  the 
Commonwealth  Development 
Corporation  (CDC)  as  part  of 
a move  to  upgrade  Britain’s 
aid  effort 

The  bulk  of.  the  money 
raised  by  the  proposed  sale, 
as  much  as  £500  million  ac- 
cording to  some  analysts,  will 
be  used  to  boost  the  develop- 
ment budget  of  Clare  Short’s 
Department  for  International 
Development  (DFID),  the 
prime  minister  will  tell  the 
first  Commonwealth  Business 

Forum  in  London. 

In  a move  to  reassure  devel- 
opment agencies  that  the 
poorest  countries  win  remain 
the  corporation's  priority  and 
that  human  rights  will  con- 
tinue to  be  an  investment  fac- 
tor. the  Government  will 
retain  a “golden  share”  as 
well  as  40  per  cent  of  the 
CDCs  equity.  Last  year  it 
made  a profit  of  £110  million. 

Mr  Brown  has  ordered  an 
inventory  of  undervalued  gov- 


eminent  assets  which  might 
be  sold  off  and  today's  an- 
nouncement appears  to  con- 
firm hints  that  the  inquiry 
win  yield  plenty  of  scope  for 
sales  and  revitalisation  when 
it  reports  next  month. 

The  CDC  has  more  than 
£1-5  billion  invested  to  404 
projects  in  54  countries, 
mostly  the  Commonwealth's 
poorest  which  are  concen- 
trated in  sub-Saharan  Africa. 

The  sale  is  designed  to 
allow  the  CDC  greater  scope 
to  obtain  private  finance  to 
fond  what  has  been  its  role 
since  1948.  the  nurturing  of 
management  skills,  private 

sector  development  and  pub- 
lic/private partnerships  in 
preemerging  economies.  Ms 
Short  has  been  an  active  cam- 
paigner for  the  change. 

“The  CDC  is  under-utilised 
and  has  the  capacity  to  play  a 
much  stronger  role  in  obtain- 
ing new  private  finance  for 
poorer  countries.  The  CDC 
will  be  freed  up  to  gain  access 
to  capital  markets,”  Mr  Blair 
will  tell  Commonwealth  busi- 
ness leaders  and  trade  and  fi- 
nance ministers  at  the  forum. 

Commonwealth  eomtdown, 
page  h Notebook,  page  12 
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TUC  urges  early  entry  into  the 


Soumas  Rmne 
Labour  Editor 


THE  Trades  Union 
Congress  yesterday 
plunged  headlong 
Into  the  controversy 
over  the  Govern- 
ment's position  on  the  Euro- 
pean single  currency,  with 
John  Monks,  the  general  sec- 
retary, warning  it  would  be  a 
“grave  error"  If  the  Chancel- 
lor ruled  out  Joining  before 
the  next  general  election. 

William  Hague,  the  Tory 
leader,  demanded  that  Labour 
rule  out  joining  for  the  rest  of 
the  Parliament. 

But  speaking  as  a self-pro- 
claimed "friend  of  this  Gov- 
ernment", Mr  Monks  said  the 
alternative  to  early  member- 
ship would  be  lost  Jobs  and 
Investment  — and  the  end  of 
Britain's  hopes  of  playing  a 
leading  role  in  Europe. 

"The  Government  . . . 
t-hinifc  jt  probably  can't  win  a , 


referendum  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  popular  press.  I 
think  Tony  Blair  at  the  mo- 
ment could  win  a referendum 
on  this  issue,"  be  said. 

His  remarks  were  partly 
backed  up  by  a statement 
from  the  CBL  which  opposes 
entry  in  1999,  but  wants  the 
Government  to  leave  open  the 
option  of  Joining  in  2001  or 
2002. 

Andrew  Buxton,  chairman 
of  the  GBrs  economic  affairs 
committee,  said  the  employ- 
ers' organisation  wanted  a 
statement  of  Intent  “which  al- 
lows the  UK  to  join  a success- 
ful EMU  in  principle". 

Mr  Monks  was  denounced 
by  the  veteran  Labour  MP  for 
Bolsover.  Dennis  Skinner, 
who  said  his  call  for  a "dash 
Into  the  single  currency”  was 
an  outrage.  He  predicted 
there  would  be  "£20  billion  of 
cuts  in  the  public  sector,  or  a 
lOp  Increase  in  Income  tax, 
and  trade  union  members 
win  lose  their  jobs.  This  man 


The  Government  thinks  it 
probably  can’t  win  a 
referendum  without  the 
support  of  the  popular 
press.  I thinkTony  Biair 
could  vyin  on  this  issue’  . 
John  Monks  (left) 


This  man  [Monks]  has  not 
been  elected  by  the  6 
million  trade  unionists.  If 
he  had  to  face  the 
electorate  he  would  find 
people  are  not  behind  him1 
Dennis  Sfckiner  (right) 


Monks  has  not  been  elected 
by  the  6 million  trade  union- 
ists. If  he  had  to  Sice  the  elee-' 
t orate  he  would  find  people 
are  not  behind  him." 

Mr  Monks's  enthusiasm  for 
monetary  union  is  at  odds 
with  the  views  of  most  of  the 


big  trade  unions. 

Steve  Pickering,  deputy 
leader  of  the  GMB  general 
union,  yesterday  welcomed 
Chancellor  Gordon  Brown's 
caution  and  warned  that 
“rushing  into  EMU  In  1999 
risks  pm  harking  on  an  unsus- 


tainable course". 

The  TUC's  three  largest  af- 
filiates — public  services 
union  Unison,  the  Transport 
and  General  Workers'  Union 
and  the  GMB  — are  to  vary- 
ing degrees  opposed  to  Brit- 
ain joining  the  single  cur- 


rency on  current  terms  and 
timetable,  though  they  sup- 
ported a broadly  pro-EMU 
line  at  the  TUC  congress. 

Bid  Morris,  TGWU  leader, 
said  “experience  tells  us  that 
you  can’t  have  fUH  employ- 
ment and  the  single 
currency".  . 

• Germany’s  finance  minis- 
ter last  night  claimed  Britain 
would  not  qualify  for  early 
membership  of  EMU,  writes 
Martin  Walker  in  Brussels. 
‘The  treaty  is  quite  clear." 
Theo  Waigel  said  in  Stras- 
bourg. “There  must  be  two 
years  of  participation  in  the 
convergence  mechanism  be- 
fore a currency  qualifies  Bar 
the  euro.” 

Although  Britain  clearly 
qualifies  under  the  usual 
Maastricht  criteria,  with  a 
budget  deficit  below  3 per 
cent  of  GDP  and  debt  below  60 
per  cent  of  GDP,  It  has 
avoided  the  "convergence 
mechanism”  on  interest 
rates. 


Heart-felt  farewell 
to  poet  of  ‘wine 
and  wild  orchards’ 
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THE  writer  and  poet 
Laurie  Lee  was  — as  a 
priest  from  Gloucester 
Cathedral  said  at  his  memo- 
rial service  yesterday  — 
born  in  a Cots  wold  land- 
scape “poised  between  the 
past  and  a dreamt-of 
future,  between  history  and 
paradise". 

But  it  was  In  London  that 
his  service  was  held,  in  the 
alternative  haunt  where  he 
published,  socialised  and 
drank  deeply  before  return- 
ing in  mid-life  to  the  village 
of  Slad.  There  he  set  one  of 
the  century's  best-selling 
books.  Cider  With  Rosie. 

Lee  died  in  May  at  83.  The 
galaxy  of  talent  at  his  send- 
off  at  St  James’s,  Piccadilly 
included  fellow  poets, 
authors  and  publishers, 
and  the  elder  statesman  of 
modern  verse  drama,  89- 
year-old  Christopher  Fry. 

The  Education  Secretary, 
David  Blnnkett,  said  in  trib- 
ute that  Lee's  classic  “en- 


abled me  to  see  the  environ- 
ment in  which  he  lived”. 

Fry  — whose  work  was 
even  more  famous  than  . 
Lee’s  earlier  this  century  — 
recited  a poem  calling  him 
“a  life-long,  life-imbibing 
celebrant”: 

When  the  pilgrimage  is 
made. 

The  shadow  meeting  with 
the  shade. 

The  graver  music  will  be 
purling  still 

By  Painswick  Stream  and 
BirdUp  Hill 

The  poet  Roger  McGough 
said  Lee’s  world  of  “wine  and 
wild  orchards  and  russet 
summer"  could  never  be 
taken  away. 

The  congregation  left  with 
a Lee  line  about  death  and 
separation  sounding  in  its 
ears:  “All  love  lives  by  slowly 
moving  towards  an  end  and  is 
sharpened  by  the  snake-bite 
within  It"  At  the  church  door 
were  his  widow,  Cathy,  and 
daughter.  Jessie,  thanking 
and  kissing  each  of  the  200 
people  as  If  this  had  been  a 
true  village  funeral. 


Man  denies 
murders  in 
country  lane 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


A MAN  appeared  in  court 
yesterday  charged  with 
the  murders  of  Lin  Rus- 
sell and  her  six-year-old 
daughter,  Megan,  who  were 
killed  in  a country  tone  in 
Kent  last  year. 

Michael  Stone.  37.  of  Gil- 
lingham, Kent,  appeared  be- 
fore Medway  magistrates  in 
Chatham. 

He  was  also  charged  with 
the  attempted  murder  of  Me- 
gan’s sister.  Josie,  10,  who 
was  seriously  injured  during 
the  attack  on  her  mother  and 
sister.  He  denies  a H charges. 

Police  guarded  the  court  as 
he  was  brought  in.  Stone 
spoke  only  to  confirm  his 
name  and  address. 


No  application  for  bail  was 
made  during  the  five-minute 


Laurie  Lee’s  widow,  Cathy,  and  daughter,  Jessie,  at  his  memorial  service  in  Piccadilly  yesterday  photograph:  graham  turner  [ 


hearing.  Stone  was  remanded 
in  custody  until  October  29. 

After  the  hearing  Derek 
Hayward,  defending,  said  his 
client  maintained  his 
innocence. 


In  a statement  Mr  Hay- 
ward said:  “Michael  Stone 
would  like  to  make  It  clear 
that  he  is  innocent  of  all  these 
offences. 

“This  is  a matter  which  has 
been  continually  denied  by 
him  throughout  all  his  police 
interviews." 

Mrs  Russell,  45,  and  her 
daughters  were  attacked  as 
they  walked  home  down  a 
country  lane  from  the  girls’ 
school  In  Goodnestone,  seven 
miles  from  Canterbury,  on 
July  9,  last  year. 

All  three  were  struck  over 
the  head  with  a blunt  instru- 
ment. The  family  dog  was  also 
killed. 

Josie  survived  . the  attack 
despite  her  injuries.  It  had 
been  thought  when  she  was 
found  that  she  was  dead. 

She  lives  now  in  Wales  with 
her  father.  Shaun  Russell,  a 
lecturer  in  nature  conserva- 
tion. who  moved  from  Kent 
after  the  murders. 

She  has  gradually  recov- 
ered her  power  of  speech  and 
has  been  able  to  return  to 
school. 


Prince  urges 
new  approach 
to  medicine 


Blair  press  secretary’s  briefings  likely  to  go  on  the  record  to  curb  the  anonymous  ‘spokesmen’ 


Spin  doctors  suddenly  on  a sticky  wicket 


Michael  White 
Political  Editor 


111,111 1 "HE 
I yes 
I biti 
I tiw 


pie  me  nt  ary  medicine  can 

hrhlg  a different  perspective 
Medical  Correspondent  ^ a ^ hU£nan  need 

for  a more  personal  touch, 
HE  Prince  of  Wales  which,  in  turn,  can  help  un- 
yesterday  called  for  an  lock  the  individual's  inner 
integration  of  aiterna-  resources  to  aid  the  healing 
tive  and  oomplemen-  process, 
ledicine  with  orthodox  "The  goal  we  must  work 


Prince  of  Wales 


■ tive  and  complemen- 
tary medicine  with  orthodox 


treatments,  saying  the  there-  towards  is  an  integrated 
pies  could  help  patients  and  healthcare  system  in  which 


save  the  NHS  money. 

The  call  is  tracked  by  a 
report  from  the  King's  Fund, 
the  independent  health  think 

tank 

The  study,  set  up  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  prince,  a 
champion  of  alternative  medi- 
cine for  the  past  20  years,  con- 


all  the  knowledge,  experience 
and  wisdom  . . . accumulated 
in  different  ways,  at  different 
times,  and  in  different  cul- 
tures is  effectively  deployed 
to  prevent  or  alleviate  human 
suffering." 

Prince  Charles  said  the 
King’s  Fund  report  was  not  a 


eludes  that  better  regulations  definitive  blueprint  for 


should  be  introduced  to  pro- 
tect the  public  from  quacks. 


but  that  alternative  medicine  lie  debate. 


action,  but  was  meant  to  stim- 
ulate a professional  and  pub- 


should  be  more  widely  used 
in  the  NHS  and  taught  at  med- 
ical schools. 

Prince  Charles,  in  a speech 

last  night  at  

St  James's 

S3  More  more 
SS’SS  people  were 
mo6»pat£?;  turning  to 
m/dicine,  homoeopathy  and 
S’^op.  herbal  medicine. 

athy  and 
other  therapies. 

This  reflected  a growing 
concern  with  the  use  of  more 


dy  used  The  report  was  the  result  of 
t aimed-  collaboration  between  the 
royal  medical  colleges, 
a speech  researchers,  medical  schools, 

patients  and 

consumer 

3 and  more  fS8?-*"£ 

Die  were  senting  alter- 

native 

ngto  “SUHrlace 

ioeopathyand  to  me 

ial  medicine.  SUw 

fining  moment 

I in  our  altitude  towards  health 
care  in  this  country. 

“I  believe  we  have  a unique 


and  more  powerful  drugs  and,  opportunity  to  take  stock  and 


potentially,  an  impersonal  ap-  consider  I 
proach  to  health  care.  the  very  1 

"There  is  a feeling  not  only  precious- 
among  patients,  but  also  resources, 
among  GPS.  nurses  and  other  “We  mu 


consider  how  we  can  make 
the  very  best  use  of  all  our 
precious  health  care 


“We  must  respond  to  what 


mainstream  health  practltio-  the  public  are  clearly  sfaow- 
ners,  that  there  needs  to  be  a ing  they  want  by  placing 


greater  integration  and  inter-  more  ornphaata  on  preven- 
professional  collaboration  in  tkm,  healthy  lifestyles  and  pa- 


patient  care  and  that  we  can  dent  centred  care.  Integrated 
each,  as  individuals  play  a healthcare  la  an  achievable 


greater  role  in  contributing 
towards  our  own  health  and 
well-being." 

Prince  Charles  said  modem 
medicine  was  increasingly  ex- 


goal. 

“It  is  <me  we  cannot  afford 
to  miss." 

The  Bang's  Fund  report 
says  there  has  been  a rapid 


pensive,  and  this  was  an  area  I growth  in  complementary 


where  complementary  medi- 
cine could  play  a vital  role  by 
supporting  orthodox  practice. 
“Often  it  seems  that  com- 


and  alternative  medicine  over 
recent  years  and  spending  on 
It  probably  exceeds  £1  billion 
a year. 


OWNING  Street's 
plans  to  curb  the  cul- 
ture of  anonymous 
spin  doctoring  will 
not  extend  to  the  admission  of 
TV  cameras  and  radio  micro- 
phones at  Alastair  Campbell's 
media  briefings  on  Tony 
Blair’s  behalf 

But  in  the  wake  of  weekend 
uproar  over  conflicting  ver- 
sions of  the  Government’s  atti- 
tude towards  the  single  cur- 
rency, the  Prime  Minister's 
press  secretary  yesterday  con- 
firmed that  serious  consider- 
ation was  being  given  to  plac- 
ing his  briefings  on  the  record. 

The  former  Labour  minister, 
Gerald  Kauftnan,  Harold  Wil- 
son's Downing  Street  press 
spokesman  in  the  1970s,  spoke 
for  many  MPs  when  he  told 
Radio  4’s  The  World  at  One:  “I 
think  it  is  a very  good  idea  if 
you  have  briefings  on  the  re- 
cord. Then  there  could  be  abso- 
lutely no  doubt  on  anybody’s 
side  about  what  has  been 
said."  But  Mr  Kauftnan  went 
on  to  illustrate  the  problems  of 
unadorned  public  comment 
when  he  invoked  the  name  of 
Charlie  Whelan,  Gordon 
Brown's  special  adviser  at  the 
Treasury,  the  man  at  the  cen- 
tre of  the  euro-storm  which 
began  with  a Financial  Times 
report  three  weeks  ago  that 
wniniflri  the  City. 

“There  are  lessons  to  be 
learned.  The  Government  is 
well  aware  that  the  experience 
of  the  last  couple  of  weeks 
needs  to  be  integrated  into  the 
way  they  brief  in  the  future. 

"There  are  people  — and  I 
am  certainly  not  including  Mr 
Whelan  among  these  — who 
believe  that  possession  of 
knowledge  gives  than  such  au- 
thoritative status  that  they 
most  demonstrate  that  status 
by  briefing  somebody." 

Despite  those  words  and  offi- 
cial denials  last  night,  some 
newspapers  were  adamant 
that  Mr  Kaufiman  had  been  in- 
formally dispatched  by  Down- 
ing Street  to  slap  down  the 
combative  Mr  Whelan  for 
being  too  much  of 'a  loose  can- 
non — as  some  officials  pri- 
vately believe  the  Blair  camp 
has  long  wanted  to  do.  His 
words  could  certainly  be  con- 
strued that  way. 

Under  a new  system  for 
briefing  political  reporters  — 


so-called  lobby  correspondents 
— readers  and  viewers  could 
judge  for  themselves. 

Mr  Campbell  himself  would 
become  an  attributed  source 
like  his  counterparts  in  many 
countries,  though  his  deputies 
would  remain  “a  Downing 
Street  official". 

But  he  would  not  become 
visible  in  the  way  the  White 
House  spokesman  is  because 
cameras  and  microphones 
would  not  be  allowed. 

Broadcasters  are  certain  to 
fight  such  a rule  as  likely  to 
impede  Mr  Campbell’s  wish  to 
"demystify”  the  process. 
Others  fear  that  a high  profile 
on  TV’  would  be  inappropriate  , 


to  a non-elected  official.  OE5- 1 
rials  realise  that  even  limited  1 
change  will  not  cure  the  use  of 
nan-attributable  quotation  of 
tendentious  political  opinions 
at  Westminster,  any  more  than 
the  more  open  systems  operat- 
ing In  Bonn  or  Washington  are 
free  of  what  Americans  call 
“background"  information. 

But  Mr  Campbell  told  the 
Guardian  last  night  “What  it 
will  help,  hopefully,  Is  to  breed 
a culture  in  which  anonymous 
sources  are  less  trusted  and 
where  denials  from  the  centre 
are  believed.” 

Nothing  has  yet  been  final- 
ised. but  ministers  caught  in 
the  fim out  over  the  euro  will 


welcome  any  improvement. 
The  shift  reflects  long-term 
concern,  as  well  as  the  past 
week's  events  which  are  seen 
as  having  damaged  the  Gov- 
ernment's much-admired  rep- 
utation for  effective  media 
management 

The  City  and  the  Tories, 
themselves  deeply  divided 
over  Europe,  protested  when 
Mr  Whelan  was  widely  seen  to 
have  "spun"  the  Chancellor's 
weekend  interview  with  the 
Tunes. 

Mr  Brown’s  office  is  making 
no  comment  until  the  he 
addresses  MPs  after  their 
return  from  the  summer 
recess  next  Monday. 


Washington 


A MERICAN  politicians, 
Mftom  the  President 


flftem  the  President 
down,  give  more  on-the- 
record  briefings  than  their 
British  counterparts,  but 
these  are  often  short  and,  as 
In  Britain,  allow  questions 
only  by  the  representatives 
of  the  main  television 
networks,  writes  Martin 
Kettle. 

An  even  more  striking 
contrast  with  Britain  is  that 
official  press  spokesmen 
routinely  give  briefings  on- 


the-record.  Every  day, 
normally  around 
lunchtime,  the  White  House 
spokesman,  Mike  McCurry, 
gives  a press  briefing  in 
Washington  to  accredited 
correspondents  and  takes 
questions  on  as  many 
subjects  as  reporters  have 
time  to  raise.  These  sessions 
are  televised  and 
newspapers  always  source 
their  stories  to  Mr 
McCurry. 

However,  off-the-record 
briefings  are  commonplace, 
and  are  the  daily  stuff  of 
political  Journalism. 
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?p  ■ ■ - President « Clinton  gives  an  on-the-record  briefing,  an  idea  gaining  sunuort 


U#H3LE  French  politicians 
■ ■ frequently  tell 


W frequently  tell 
journalists  "e'est enoff" fit's 
off  the  record),  there  is  no 
institutionalised  system  of 
nan-attributable  daily 
briefings,  writes  Alex  Duoal 
Smith. 

Daily  information  meetings 
for  journalists  take  place  at 
the  foreign  ministry  and  at 
Atotignon.  the  prime 
minister's  office.  They  cover 


the  official  agenda  of 
politicians  and  are  chaired  by 
senior  press  officers  who 
rarely  go  off  the  record. 

A select  group  of  French- 
language  journalists  belong  to 
the  “presse  prtsidentielLe”, 
and  are  sporadically  called  to 
the  Elysee  Palace  for  off-the- 
record  meetings  with 
President  Jacques  Chirac. 

Meetings  between 
politicians  and  journalists 
happen  largely  over  lunch  at 
Chez  Edgar,  a restaurant  off 
the  Ch  amps-Ely  s$es . 


Moscow 


ILL MCI  1 0 dOw  J : 


■ Yeltsin  now  makes  a 
weekly  radio  broadcast 
himself,  and  bis  press 
spokesman,  Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky,  holds 
irregular  on-the-record 
briefings  for  foreign  and 
Russian  correspondents  in 
the  Kremlin,  writes  James 
Meek. 

Mr  Yastrzhembsky 
clearly  enjoys  the  access  to 
information  and  leeway  to 


interpret  policy  considered 
normal  by  his  western 
counterparts  but  Mgtiiy 
unusual  in  Russia.  The 
Russian  foreign  ministry 

also  carries  out  weekly  on- 
the-record  briefings. 

A few  officials, 

particularly  in  the  foreign 
ministry  and  the 
presidential  . 
administration,  give  off- 
the- record  * ’guidance’’  to 
news  organisations  like  the 
news  agency  Interfox.  and 
the  use  of  "confidential  ' 
sources"  is  widespread. 


Brussels 


THE  European  Union  ha« 
the  world’s  largest 

accredited  press  corps 

nearly  800 journalists  from  15 
member  states  and  42  other 
countries  — and  can  practise 
only  limited  spin  control. 
writes  Stephen  Bates. 

There  is  one  formal  daily 
press  conference  by  the 
European  Commission  each 
weekday  at  noon — generally 

on  the  record — and  there  are 


also  background  and  aff-the- . 
record  briefings. 

Since  the  European  Union, 
is  formally  commlttedlo 
openness,  most  statements 
are  open  and  attributable.  f 

Each  of  the  20  --i  . 

commissioners  has  a press' 
officer  boosting  his  or  her  4 • 
case,  but  since — iminrc 
government  ministers  — 
commissioners  are  ' 
unsackable  and  independent 
of  patronage,  spin  doctoring 
tends  to  be  less  personal  than 
in  London. 
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Blair  breaks 
promise  on 
cosmetics 
animal  tests 


Paul  Brown 

Environment  Correspondent 
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Nick  Hornby  at  a book-signing  session . . . ‘At  351  had  no  money  and  no  success.  Within  five  years  it  has  changed  a lot* 

Bid  fever  nets  novelist  £1 .8m 


Luke  Harding 

on  the  US 
scramble  for 
Arsenal  fan 
Nick  Hornby’s 
third  book 

FIVE  years  ago,  after  a 
dismal  career  teach- 
ing English  to  foreign 
businessmen.  Nick 
Hornby  contemplated 
his  future.  No  money,  no  liter- 
ary success,  and  — with 
middle-age  approaching  rap- 
idly — few  prospects. 

Yesterday,  and  two  interna- 
tional best-sellers  later. 
Hornby's  fortunes  took  an  ex- 
traordinary twist  when  he 
sold  the  film  rights  to  his 
third  book.  About  A Boy.  for 
£1.8  million. 

The  sale  to  the  studio  New 
Line  and  Robert  De  Niro's 
Tribeca  Productions  propels 
the  40-year-old  Arsenal  fan 
into  the  elite  band  of  million- 
aire British  authors. 

Hornby  only  posted  off  a 
draft  manuscript  of  the  novel 
to  his  publisher  Gollancz  last 
week.  It  immediately  became 
the  subject  of  an  old-fash- 
ioned Hollywood  bidding  war. 
before  a deal  was  finally 
closed  on  Friday. 

“I  had  absolutely  no  idea." 
he  said  yesterday.  "It  did  not 
appear  to  me  to  tie  a.  story  that 
would  go  for  that  kind  of 
money.  It  is  north  London, 
and  characters  again.  There 
are  no  helicopters. 

"The  first  bid  was  made  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week.  It 
was  for  8500,000.  That  seemed 
an  extraordinary  amount. 
The  bidding  continued,  and  I 
was  at  a friend’s  wedding  on 
Friday  when  my  agent  left  a 
message  on  my  brother’s  mo- 


Hollywood  advances 


A scene  from  Fever  Pitch,  the  film  of  the  football  f anno vel  which  made  Hornby's  name 


bfle  phone  to  say  a deal  had 
been  agreed.”  And  how  did  he 
celebrate?  "I  got  drunk.” 

About  A Boy  is  less  overtly 
autobiographical  than 
Hornby's  two  previous  works. 
Fever  Pitch  — made  into  a 
successful  film  starring  Colin 
Firtb  — and  High  Fidelity, 
bis  second  book  which  is 
being  adapted  by  Disney's 
Touchstone  Films. 

Set  in  north  London,  the 
new  novel  depicts  the 
relationship  between  a Nir- 
vana-loving 36-year-old  man. 
WQL  who  Calls  in  love  with  a 
single  mother,  and  her  dour 
12-year-old  son,  Marcus.  "I 
have  not  found  a very  good 
way  of  describing  it.  I'm 


afraid,"  Hornby  said  yester- 
day. The  novd  will  be  pub- 
lished in  April. 

Robert  De  Niro  will  be  a 
producer  on  the  film,  which  is 
already  being  hyped  in  the  US 
as  a successor  to  last 
summer’s  surprise  hit,  Jerry 
Maguire,  starring  Tom 
Cruise.  Hornby  wrote  the 
screenplay  for  Fever  Pitch 
bat  will  have  no  involvement 
in  the  film  version  of  his  lat- 
est work. 

Britain’s  most  famous  foot- 
ball fan  turned  writer  still 
lives  modestly  in  a terrace 
house  nest  .to  Arsenal’s  tow- 
ering East  Stand,  with  his 
wife  and  young  son.  His  pre- 
vious literary  earnings  en- 


abled him  to  buy  a flat  which 
he  uses  as  a study.  Yesterday 
he  had  few  ideas  bow  to  spend 
the  £1.8  million  jackpot  — al- 
though he  joked  that  his  earn- 
ings might  allow  him  to  buy  a 
temporary  replacement  fbr 
Arsenal's  suspended  Dutch 
striker  Dennis  Bergkamp. 

‘7  had  got  to  the  age  of  35 
with  no  money  and  no  suc- 
cess. Within  five  years  it  has 
changed  a lot,"  he  reflected. 

Scottish  author  Philip  Kerr 
was  also  celebrating  yester- 
day after  his  latest  book,  The 
Second  Angel,  was  bought  by 
Warner  Brothers  fbr  £1.5  mil- 
lion just  hours  after  the 
manuscript  arrived  in 
Hollywood. 


Road  rage  rife  behind  closed  doors 


Nick  Vailey 


FORGET  the  occasional 
highly-publicised  inci- 
dents of  road  rage  be- 
tween warring  drivers.  The 
frontline  of  the  real  fight- 
ing affecting  millions  of 
motorists  Is  inside  cars,  ac- 
cording to  a survey- 

About  20  million  of  Brit- 
ain's 32  million  drivers  ar- 
gue with  their  passengers, 
despite  the  feet  that  almost 
three-quarters  of  them 
know  it  affects  their  ability 
to  control  their  car. 

Top  of  the  list  for  causing 
rows  is  bad  map  reading- 
others  Include  backseat 
driving,  .the  cleanliness  of 
the  car  and  the  volume  of 
music,  according  to  the  sur- 
vey'.of  700  drivers  for  the 
windscreen  company 

Autoglass. 

In  contrast,  an  estimated 


130,000  drivers  are  at- 
tacked by  other  motorists 
in  incidents  attributed  to 
the  more  conventional  type 
of  road  rage-  Consultant 
psychologist  Conrad  King 
said  in-car  flare-ups  often 


ended  in  accidents  as 
drivers  were  distracted  or 
even  took  their  anger  out 
on  other  road  users- 
“Having  a tantrum  when 
driving  is  dangerous. 
Stamping  your  feet  In  as 


argument  is  not  unusual, 
and  if  you  do  that  when 
driving  you  will  end  up  ac- 
celerating or  braking  very 
hard,"  Dr  King  said. 

“If  you’re  having  an  ar- 
gument you’re  also  not  pay- 
ing fell  attention  to  the 
road.  You  might  even  drive 
aggressively  to  try  to  prove 
a point 

‘‘Sometimes  all  the  ag- 
gression you  are  aiming  at 
the  passenger  can  get  fo- 
cused on  other  motorists. 

“Basically,  the  car  is  one 
of  the  most  dangerous 
places  to  have  an  argu- 
ment, but  it’s  something 
people  don’t  think  about.” 

The  survey  showed  seven 
out  of  10  drivers  row  with 
their  partners  and  46  per 
cent  of  parents  row  with 
their  children.  Twenty- 
eight  per  cent  of  motorists 
bicker  on  holiday  and  21 
per  cent  on  family  days  out 


Heights,  Vanity  Fair,  Jane  Eyre,  Dombey  and  Son, 
Aanes  Grey,  The  MacDermots  of  Ballycloran... 

Roy  Hattersley  on  what  the  Booker  prize  shortlist 

could  have  looked  like  1 50  years  ago 


□ John  Grisham, 
American  king  of  ftie 
courtroom  drama,  paid 
unprecedented  $8  will  ton 
for  film  rights  of  latest 
noveh  The  Runaway  Jury. 

□ Nicholas  Evans,  who 
sold  film  rights  to  The 
Horse  Whisperer  for  more 
than  £2  min  ton  when  novel 
wag  only  half  ftnishwl. 
Robert  Bedford  will  play 
lead  in  screen  version. 

□ Robert  Harris,  who 


earned  £400,000  for  the 
rights  to  wartime  spy  novel 
Enigma,  bought  by 
Paramount  and  Mick 
Jagger. 

□ Philip  Kerr,  paid  $1 
million  for  Gridiron,  the 
story  of  a building  that 
takes  revenge  on 
occupants.  Kerr,  who  lives 
in  Wimbledon,  south 
London,  yesterday  topped 
that  wife  £1.5  million  from 
Warner  Brothers  for  latest 
novel.  The  Second  Angel. 


TONY  Blair’s  pre-elec- 
tion promises  to  out- 
law animal  testing  for 
cosmetics  have  been 
abandoned,  the  Home  Office 
confirmed  yesterday. 

Animal  tests  for  medical  and 
cosmetics  purposes,  involving 
2.6  Tv»inw  animals  last  year, 
would  continue  for  the  “for- 
seeable  future,"  Jack  Straw, 
the  Home  Secretary,  said. 

While  the  Government 
"looks  forward  to  the  time 
when  animals  will  not  be 
used  in  scientific  procedures, 
there  appears  to  be  no  imme- 
diate prospect  that  will  be 
possible’’,  he  said  yesterday. 

Although  a Labour  cam- 
paign document  signed  by  Mr 

Blair  before  the  general  elec- 
tion said  the  party  was 
“totally  committed”  to  stop- 
ping cosmetics  testing  on  ani- 
mals, Mr  Straw  has  accepted 
a report  from  a government 
quango,  the  Animal  Proce- 
dures Committee,  which  has 
reviewed  legislation. 

It  said  it  did  not  consider 
the  possibility  of  ending  cos- 
metics testing,  as  the  law 
makes  no  distinction  between 
that  and  medical  testing. 

Mr  Straw’s  announcement 
enraged  the  animals  rights 
lobby,  and  particularly  Body 
Shop  founder  Anita  Roddick, 
who  said  in  a letter  to  the 
Prime  Minister  yesterday:  ’7 
am  deeply  disturbed  that  the 
Government  is  not  banning 
animal  testing  for  cosmetics 
and  am  asking  for  your  per- 
sonal intervention  to  ensure 
that  the  promise  you  made  is 
kept" 

She  said  it  was  not  true  that 
animal  testing  could  not  be 
ended.  The  Body  Shop,  and 
other  cosmetics  companies, 
produced  a full  range  of  prod- 
ucts without  “abusing  ani- 
mals". She  added  that  a 4 mil- 
lion-signature petition 
demanding  a ban  was  banded 
to  the  European  Union  last 
year,  and  action  was 
promised- 

A Downing  Street  spokes- 
man said  Mr  Blair  would 
reply  to  the  letter  “in  due 


coarse”,  but  meanwhile  Mr 
Straw  was  speaking  for  the 
Government. 

In  his  statement  Mr  Straw 
said  the  rules  for  using  ani- 
mals in  experiments  would  be 

tightened  up.  For  example 
staff  would  be  trained  in 
methods  of  humane  killing. 

Companies  are  only  asked 
to  state  they  have  considered 
alternative  methods  to  ani- 
mal testing  before  being 
granted  a licence  to  do  so.  In 
future  they  will  be  asked  to 
explain  what  alternatives 
they  have  considered  before 
getting  permission. 

In  its  interim  report  pub- 
lished yesterday,  the  commit- 
tee — which  was  reviewing 
the  Animals  (Scientific  Proce- 
dures) Act  1986  — said:  “The 
act  continues  to  provide  an 
adequate  framework  within 
which  to  balance  the  welfare 
of  animals  against  the 
requirements  of  medicine. 


‘Further  action 
must  be  taken  if 
animal  suffering 
Is  to  be  reduced’ 


science  and  industry.”  The 
committee,  which  recom- 
mended tighter  controls  over 
animal  welfare  in  laborato- 
ries. fears  that  if  animal  test- 
ing is  stopped  in  Britain  the 
work  will  move  to  countries 
that  do  not  have  such  tight 
regulations.  A final  review  of 
the  act  will  be  completed  next 
year,  it  said. 

However,  a spokeswoman 
for  the  British  Union  for  the 
Abolition  of  Vivisection  said: 
"If  Labour  will  not  commit  it- 
self to  cutting  animal  experi- 
ments and  increasing  funding 
on  developing  alternatives, 
they  are  squandering  a 
golden  opportunity  to  make 
real  progress." 

Tony  Suckling,  the 
RSPCA’s  deputy  director  gen- 
eral, said:  “Further  action 
must  be  taken  if  the  numbers 
of  animals  used  and  the 
degree  of  suffering  Is  to  be 
dramatically  reduced." 


Summit  will  curb  soccer  hooligans 


Jon  Henley  ha  Parts 


THE  Home  Secretary, 
Jack  Straw,  yesterday 
promised  maximum  co- 
operation between  French 
and  British  police  to  ensure 
next  summer's  World  Cup  in 
France  is  not  marred  by  foot- 
ball hooligans. 

Mr  Straw,  in  Paris  for  talks 
with  the  French  interior  and 
justice  ministers,  announced 
he  would  host  a soccer  vio- 
lence summit  for  European 
police  chiefe  and  football  offi- 
cials in  his  constituency, 


Blackburn,  early  next  year  as 
part  of  Britain's  six-month 
presidency  of  the  EU. 

“We’re  looking  at  ways  to 
achieve  further  improvement 
in  the  exchange  of  intelli- 
gence and  co-operation,"  he 
said.  "Our  message  is  that  we 
want  to  see  firm  and  effective 
action  taken  against 
hooliganism.” 

An  estimated  800,000  for- 
eign fens,  including  up  to 
40,000  Britons,  are  expected  to 
travel  to  France  for  the  World 
Cup,  which  kicks  off  next 
June.  More  than  1 million 
French  fens  have  already  ap- 


plied for  tickets  for  the  final 
round  matches. 

The  behaviour  of  a group  of 
English  supporters  in  Rome 
during  England's  qualifying 
match  against  Italy  10  days 
ago  has  prompted  fears  of  a 
return  to  the  kind  of  crowd 
trouble  that  has  now  all  but 
disappeared  from  the  domes- 
tic game. 

Mr  Straw  admitted  that 
legal  measures  to  prevent 
known  troublemakers  travel- 
ling abroad  were  of  limited 
use. 

The  courts  have  had  the 
power  since  2989  to  impose 


restriction  orders  on  fans 
who  have  committed  offences 
at  football  matches  outside 
Britain,  but  only  nine  orders 
have  been  handed  down  so 
far. 

"It's  difficult  just  to  lift 
people’s  passports  within  fee 
European  Union.  You  can't  do 
it  by  edict  Restriction  orders 
haven't  really  worked,  and  we 
probably  couldn’t  change  the 
law  in  time  for  the  World 
Cup." 

In  the  meantime,  more 
effective  pooling  of  police 
resources  and  intelligence 
was  crucial. 


Tourists  rerouted  to  protect  stones 


Kennedy 
Heritage  Correspondent 


A BREAKTHROUGH  in 
the  battle  to  rescue 
Stonehenge  from  the 
roar  of  traffic,  which  passes 
within  metres  of  one  of  the 
world’s  most  important 
Bronze  Age  monuments,  was 
announced  yesterday  by  the 
Culture  Secretary,  Chris 
Smith. 

A new  tourist  route  to 
Stonehenge  will  be  built 
across  army  land,  after  the 
the  Ministry  of  Defence 
dropped  its  objections. 

The  new  road  will  run  from 
the  existing  one  north  of  the 
Stonehenge  site,  through  the 
Larkhill  army  base  and  garri- 
son village,  to  a new  car  park 
and  visitor  centre  which  will 
also  be  built  on  army  land. 

The  A344,  which  touches 
the  heelstone  of  the  great 
stone  circle  and  on  which  the 
present  car  park  and  crude 
visitor  facilities  are  located, 
will  be  closed  and  turfed  over. 
The  project  will  cost  around 
£22  m Alton  and,  with  8 fast- 

track  public  inquiry,  could  be 
finished  within  two  years. 

At  a conference  on  Eng- 
land’s World  Heritor-  Sites, 
Mr  Smith  triumphantly  un- 
veiled a partial  solution  to  a 
long-running  scandal  which 
the  last  government  aban- 
doned attempts  to  resolve. 

He  described  Stonehenge  as 
an  international  Icon  of 
Britain. 

The  problem  of  its  setting 
and  visitor  facilities,  the 
shabby  temporary  huts  we 
all  know  and  hate  and  the 
tunnel  lined  with  lavatory 
tiles",  had  been  keeping  him 
awake  at  night 
The  agreement  was  only  fi- 
nalised with  the  Defence  Sec- 
retary, George  Robertson, 
this  week. 

The  army  had  opposed,  on 


Stonehenge . . . new  tonrist  facilities  will  do  away  with  the  *shabby  temporary  hats’ 


security  grounds,  an  previous 
suggestions  of  a northern  vis- 
itor route,  on  security 
grounds. 

The  chief  archaeologist  at 
English  Heritage,  Geoff  Wain- 
wright,  said:  "We  now  have  a 
chance  of  solving  a problem 
which  has  thwarted  genera- 
tions of  conservationists." 

The  problem  of  the  AS03 
trunk  road,  which  narrows  to 
a traffic-choked  two  lanes 
where  it  passes  within  a hun- 
dred metres  of  the  stones,  will 


be  left  for  another  day.  A 
planning  inquiry  concluded 
that  the  best  option  was  one 
urged  by  the  National  Trust 
and  English  Heritage,  joint 
owners  and  operators  of  the 
site,  to  bury  the  road  in  a tun- 
nel under  Stonehenge,  the  en- 
tire width  of  the  World  Heri- 
tage site,  but  the  last 
government  ruled  it  out  on 
cost  grounds. 

Local  opinion  favours  up- 
grading the  road  on  its  pres- 
ent route,  but  archaeologists 


regard  this  as  disastrous. 

Mr  Smith  made  no  prom- 
ises on  the  A303,  but  said  he 
would  be  talking  to  his  trans- 
port colleagues  "to  see  what 
might  be  possible’’. 

The  London  conference 
marked  the  25th  anniversary 
of  the  World  Heritage 
Convention. 

Britain  only  rejoined 
Unesco.  which  registers  the 
World  Heritage  Sites,  in  July, 
12  years  after  Mrs  Thatcher 
pulled  out 
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Swedes  fired  Jews 
to  please  Nazis 


Alex  Duval  Smith 


SWEDISH  companies 
such  as  Ericsson, 
AGA  and  Hassel- 
blad  cameras,  and 
most  of  the  neutral 
country's  paper  and  wood  in- 
dustry, boosted  their  trade 
with  Nazi  Germany  by  orga- 
nising and  backing  voluntary 
purges  of  Jewish  staff  and 
board  members. 

The  revelation,  in  today's 
Dageus  Nyheter  newspaper, 
comes  amid  growing  claims 
that  Sweden  not  only  secretly 
collaborated  to  protect  its 
neutrality  but  actively  sought 
to  proQt  from  dose  links  with 
the  Nazi  regime. 

Documents  obtained  by  the 
Swedish  dally  newspaper  also 
reveal  at  least  one  instance  of 
a company,  SCA.  securing 
huge  orders  from  Germany 
by  withholding  exports  to 
Britain  and  the  United  States 
of  cellulose,  a key  constituent 
of  paper. 

But  the  most  shocking  evi- 


dence, backed  by  letters  and 
transcripts  obtained  from  the 
Swedish  secret  police,  shows 
that  leading  companies 
sacked  Jewish  board  mem- 
bers and  staff  to  satisfy  the 
German  companies  with 
which  they  wished  to  trade. 

This  collaboration,  which 
began  after  Germany  occupied 
Denmark  and  Norway  from 
April  1940,  was  expressed  in 


on  February,  21,  1941;  “Our 
firm  is  pure  Aryan  and  there 
is,  thank  Gtjd,  not  a single 
drop  of  Jewish  blood  in  it 
Heft  Hitler.” ; 

Another  letter,  also  from 
secret  police!  files,  confirms 
that  Jewish  people  in  Sweden 
were  aware  .of  a campaign 
against  themi  '.'Here,  only  na- 
tive-born employees  are 
hired.  Firms:  that  have  con- 


‘Our  firm  is  pure  Aryan  and  there  is  not 
a single  drop  of  Jewish  blood  in  it3 


letters  between  Swedish  and 
German  companies. 

“We  feel  it  is  our  duty  to 
inform  you  that  we  very  prob- 
ably have  purer  Germanic 
blood  in  our  veins  than  you, 
especially  since  you  come 
from  the  Rheinland,"  wrote 
the  managing  director  of  one 
small  company  in  western 
Sweden  to  a German  client  on 
May  17, 1941. 

A Stockholm  furrier  wrote 


sections  with  Germany  re- 
fuse to  hire  us,"  wrote  a Jew- 
ish man  in  Stockholm  to  a 
friend  in  Italy: 

The  newspaper,  which 
today  publishes  the  names  of 
Swedish  company  directors 
who  collaborated  in  the 
purges,  reveals  that  the  sys- 
tematic sackings  had  the 
blessing  of  the  government 
It  adds  that: Jacob  Wallen- 
berg, the  diplomat  whose  role 


Papon  accuser  switches  sides 


Paul  Webster  m Parte 


A HISTORIAN  whose 
research  launched  the 
prosecution  of  the  Vi- 
chy official  Maurice 
Papon  for  crimes  against  hu- 
manity said  yesterday  that  he 
had  new  material  showing 
that  Mr  Papon  worked  closely 
with  Bordeaux’s  chief  rabbi 
to  sabotage  the  deportation  of , 
Jews  to  Nazi  Germany. 

Michel  Berges  is  not  due  to 
give  evidence  until  the  begin- 
ning of  December  but  his 
claims,  which  support  Mr  Pa- 
pon's assertion  that  he  risked 
his  life  to  save  threatened 
families,  could  throw  the 
prosecution  case  into 
confusion. 

The  Bordeaux  trial  has 
been  at  the  centre  of  contro- 
versy since  Mr  Papon,  aged 
87,  was  allowed  to  leave  custo- 
dy, despite  the  anger  of  plain- 
tiffs' families. 

Character  witnesses,  in- 
cluding leading  politicians, 
have  spoken  on  his  behalf  but 
the  court  has  heard  no  factual 
evidence,  although  details  are 
being  openly  discussed  in 
books  and  articles. 

Mr  Berg&s  is  one  of  many 
witnesses  who  have  outlined 


Papon . . . new  evidence  that  he  sabotaged  deportations 


their  evidence  in  newspapers. 
He  told  Le  Monde  he  had 
recently  found  documents  in 
Jewish  archives  that  contra- 
dicted evidence  discovered  in 
1981.  They  showed  that  Mr 
Papon,  responsible  for  Jewish 
affairs  in  Bordeaux  under  the 
Vichy  regime,  was  twice  de- 
tected sabotaging  deportation 
lists  in  1943. 

"A  figure  of  130  Jews  has 
been  mentioned  by  experts 
but  I have  reached  a figure  of 
300  to  400,  which  includes  the 
role  played  by  the  grand 
rabbi,  Joseph  Cohen,  before 
Mr  Papon's  arrival  in  Bor- 
deaux.” he  said. 

He  added  that  Mr  Papon 
should  not  be  in  court  on  the 


strength  of  documents  cover- 
ing 1,560  deportations.  The 
papers  were  formalities 
signed  after  round-ups  or- 
dered by  other  French  and 
German  officials.  ; 

Meanwhile.  Mr  Papon's 
lawyer,  Francis  Vuillemin, 
displayed  in  court  an  Uzi  ma- 
chine gun  which 1 he  claims 
was  a thank-you  present  — 
presented  by  Israel  in  1964  -~ 
for  Mr  Papon’s  help  smug- 
gling weapons  to  the  Jewish 
state  in  1948. 

The  gun.  it  is  hoped,  will 
show  that  he  had  friendly 
relations  with  Jews. 

The  evidence  further  split 
the  divided  prosecution  team 
representing  the  families  of 


murdered  Jews.  But  the  trial 
is  also  causing  tension  at  the 
highest  level,  increasing  the 
Isolation  of  President  Jacques 
Chirac.  Leading  Gaulllsts 
have  implicitly  claimed  that 
he  has  been  unfaithful  to 
party  doctrine  on  wartime 
resistance. 

The  Gaullist  RPR  chair- 
man, Philippe  S6guin,  whose 
party  was  created  in  1978  by 
Mr  Chirac  as  a successor  to 
1 the  postwar  movement  set  up 
by  Charles  de  Gaulle,  has 
rejected  the  president’s  analy- 
sis of  shared  collective  guilt 
in  the  persecution  of  Jews 
and  the  deportation  of  76,000 
of  them  by  the  Vichy  state. 

But  behind  what  the  presi- 
dent’s office  has  dismissed  as 
“an  artificial  quarrel”  Is  a 
wider  feeling  among  conser- 
vatives that  Mr  Chirac  is 
squandering  the  Gaullist  leg- 
acy by  indecisive  government 
which  plays  into  the  hand*  of 
the  racist  National  Front  in 
the  run-up  to  regional  elec- 
tions in  March. 

The  Gaullist  former  prime 
minister  Pierre  Messmer  and 
other  party  “barons"  also  at- 
tacked the  president’s  rewrit- 
ing of  Gaullist  doctrine  when 
they  gave  evidence  in  Mr  Pa- 
pon’s defence. 
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It’s  all  a fake 


was  to  negotiate  trade  with 
Germany,  would  have  had  frill 
knowledge  of  Swedish  compa- 
nies’ complicity  in  drawing  up 
Wamungskarten  — blacklists 
of  "non-Aryan  or  anti-Ger- 
man" companies. 

Wallenberg’s  cousin,  RaooL 
became  a war  hero  after  sav- 
ing hundreds  of  Jews  In  occu- 
pied Hungary.  He  disap- 
peared at  the  end  of  the  war 
and  is  believed  to  have  died  In 
a Soviet  labour  camp. 

Letters  opened  by  secret 
police  censors  during  the 
second  world  war,  arid  ar- 
chived, show  that  Swedish 
companies  were  far  from 
compelled  to  “Aryanise” 
their  companies  but  did  so  for 
profit  motives. 

• A newly  unsealed  docu- 
ment says  Swedish  jewellers 
bought  diamonds  that  the 
Nazis  stole  and  which  were 
smuggled  In  by  an  aristocrat, 
reports  said  yesterday.  The 
matter  Is  being  examined  by 
the  commission  formed  this 
year  to  investigate  Sweden's 
acquisition  of  Nazi  gold. 
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A view  from  the  Rozenhoedkaai  canal  of  the  Market  Hall  and  belfry,  a 19th-century  pastiche  wotograph:  ray  Roberts 

Bruges  drops  its  medieval  mask 


Stephen  Bates  hi  Brussels 


TO  THE  three  million 
tourists  who  wander 
the  cobbled  streets  of 
Bruges  each  year  and  mar- 
vel at  its  nnripnt  buildings, 
the  Flemish  city  is  one  of 
the  most  miraculously  pre- 
served jewels  of  medieval 
Europe. 

It  has  survived  centuries 
of  economic  decline,  wars 
and  occupations,  but  it  is 
about  to  confront  poten- 
tially the  most  lethal  threat 
to  its  prosperity : the  truth. 

A new  history  of  the  city, 
sanctioned  by  its  burgo- 
master, admits  that,  archi- 
tecturally, Bruges  is  almost 
entirely  a fake  and  depends 
for  its  charm  largely  on  the 
British. 

The  city  really  Is  ancient 
and  truly  Is  beautiful,  it  is 
just  that  its  buildings  are 
not  really  as  old  as  they 
seem. 

The  book.  Bruges,  The 
City  Behind  The  History, 
by  Belgian  historian  Roel 
Jacobs,  concedes  that  there 
are  only  two  medieval 
housefronts  in  the  whole 
city  and  that  the  area  clos- 


Britain offers 
secrets  of 
the  army’s 
mine  experts 

David  Falrhafl  In  Sarajevo 

THE  Government  is  under- 
lining its  support  for  a 
worldwide  ban  on  anti-per- 
sonnel landmines  by  making 
the  army’s  expertise  in  mine 
clearance,  hitherto  closely 
guarded,  available  to  humani- 
tarian civilian  organisations. 

The  Defence  Secretary, 
George  Robertson,  made  the 
formal  announcement  yester- 
day as  he  inspected  a mine- 
field on  a hilltop  overlooking 
the  southern  Bosnian  city  of 
Mostar.  It  is  one  of  the  areas 
worst  affected  by  the  3 mill  inn 
mines  believed  to  have  been 
laid  in  former  Yugoslavia. 

Thirty  local  volunteers  are 
clearing  the  Mostar  mine- 
field, under  the  supervision  of 
a British  army  officer  at- 
tached to  the  United  Nations 
Mine  Action  Centre  in  Sara- 
jevo — one  of  the  organisa- 
tions to  which  Mr  Robertson 
pledged  Increased  military 
support 

“There  is  a moral  impera- 
tive to  do  everything  we  can 
to  rid  people  of  the  lethal 
aftermath  of  these  conflicts," 
Mr  Robertson  said. 

A five-point  action  plan  will 
create  a new  partnership  with 
commercial  firms  and  aid 
agencies  engaged  in  humani- 
tarian mine  clearance.  They 
will  be  given  access  to  military 
training  and  testing  fjar.mtipR, 
and  government  departments 
will  become  more  involved  in 
coordinating  the  work. 


est  to  the  original  character 
of  the  place  — the  harbour 
north  of  the  centre  — Is  not 
on  the  tourist  traiL 

" Millions  of  tourists 
come  to  see  the  most  pictur- 
esque city  north  of  Venice 
and  think  they  are  visiting 
a medieval  town,  but  the 
great  majority  of  buildings 
are  from  the  19th  century,” 
Mr  Jacobs  said  yesterday. 

“It  may  not  matter  to 
most  people  because  they 
only  stay  a few  hours  and 


summed  up  in  a few 
cliches.” 

It  seems  even  the  most 
respected  guidebooks  have 
got  it  wrong.  The  Michelin 
Guide  talks  about  time 
standing  still  for  centuries: 
“It  is  easy  to  imagine  one- 
self in  a city  in  which  the 
Middle  Ages  still  reign.” 

Arthur  Frommer,  the 
well-known  American  tour- 
ist guide  writer,  went  so  far 
as  to  compare  the  city  to 
Pompeii  in  a booklet  pnb- 


Some  of  the  city’s  most  celebrated  sights 
were  built  within  living  memory 


don't  want  complicated  his- 
torical details.  But  more 
serious  people  deserve  a 
better  explanation.  If 
people  deal  with  history 
untruthfully  it’s  not  so 
good.” 

Patrick  Moenaert.  the 
city's  burgomaster,  says  in 
the  book:  “Bruges  has  been 
saddled  with  a number  of 
stereotypes  that  fail  to  do 
justice  to  the  achievements 
of  the  modern  city.  It  de- 
serves better  than  to  be 


lished  by  Sabena,  the  Bel- 
gian national  airline. 

I “Bruges  is  a medieval  city, 
perfectly  preserved  . . . 
today  almost  unaltered  in 
its  former  splendour,"  he 
says. 

Think  again,  Arthur.  The 
new  book  points  out  that 
some  of  the  city’s  most  cele- 
brated sights  were  built 
within  living  memory. 

The  Rozenhoedkaai,  a 
stretch  of  canal  overlooked 
by  pinnacled  Flemish  build- 


ings and  the  wooden  facade 
of  what  Is  known  as  the 
Burgundian  Court — fea- 
tured on  thousands  of  sour 
venir  biscuit  boxes  — dates 
all  the  way  back  to  1932. 

The  buildings  were  origi- 
nally denied  planning  per- 
mission because  they  were 
not  in  keeping  with  the 
Bruges  style. 

Another  example  is  the 
picturesque  St  Bonifeoe's 
Bridge,  built  in  1910.  All 
but  one  of  the  city’s  statues 
date  from  the  late  19th  and 
early  20th  centuries.  Even 
the  Market  Hall,  with  its 
towering  belfry,  turns  out 
to  have  been  a 19th-century 
pastiche. 

The  thousands  of  British 
visitors  who  throng  the 
city's  pavement  cafes  are 
descendants  of  the  real  sav- 
iours of  the  city. 

The  book  says  it  was 
English  expatriates  who 
settled  in  Bruges  in  the 
xnid-l9th  century,  bringing 
their  fondness  for  tea, 
cakes  and  planning  regula- 
tions with  them,  who  were 
chiefly  responsible  for  pre- 
serving its  character  in  the 
face  of  official  Belgian 
indifference. 


Judge  bails  Copenhagen  nurse  charged 
with  murdering  22  at  home  for  the  elderly 


Harry  Joyce, 

Scandinavia  Correspondent 

DENMARK  was  stunned 
yesterday  when  a 32-year- 
old  nursing  assistant  in  a 
home  for  the  elderly  was 
charged  with  killing  22  people 
aged  between  65  and  97  by 
replacing  their  medicine  with 
morphine  — and  was  then 
released  by  a judge. 

The  woman,  who  cannot  be 
named  for  legal  reasons,  de- 
nied the  charges  in  a Copen- 
hagen court  yesterday.  If  con- 
victed, she  would  be  Den- 
mark’s worst-ever  killer.  The 
case  has  evoked  memories  of 
other  euthanasia  and  “angel 
of  death"  cases  in  nursing 
homes. 

After  an  all-day  hearing, 
the  judge  refused  a police 
request  to  remand  the  woman 


in  custody.  Police  said  that 
the  case  against  her  would 
continue  and  the  judge  ac- 
knowledged that  there  was  a 
serious  possibility  the  woman 
would  go  to  triaL 

The  nursing  assistant  was 
arrested  on  Monday  after  a 
six-month  police  investiga- 
tion, launched  when  doctors 
In  the  central  Copenhagen  , 
Plejebo  nursing  home  noticed 
that  death  rates  in  the  section 
where  she  worked  were  far  i 
higher  than  in  other  sections. 
A colleague  originally 
reported  the  woman  to  police 
in  March,  accusing  her  of 
theft 

At  the  committal  hearing, 
the  woman  was  accused  of  the 
murders  and  of  the  theft  of 
629,000  Danish  crowns 
(£60,000).  Police  alleged  she 
had  systematically  used  her 
victims'  bank  machine  cards. 


The  court  was  told  that  the 
woman's  diaries  referred  to 
mercy  killings,  saying  she 
took  patients  who  were  close 
to  death  off  their  medication 
and  replaced  it  with  Ketogan, 
a morphlne-like  painkiller. 
The  patients  died  in  the  ab- 
sence of  their  medication. 

Police  Inspector  Kurt  Jen- 
sen refused  to  accept  the  deci- 
sion to  free  the  woman  as  a 
defeat  “We  had  so  much  evi- 
dence that  we  wanted  a judge 
to  look  at  it  But  he  consid- 
ered the  evidence  was  not 
proven.  Now  we  have  to  carry, 
on  working  to  see  if  further 
evidence  frees  the  woman  or 
if  she  should  be  charged." 

Police  had  said  before  the' 
decision  to  free  the  woman 
was  announced  that  they 
could  not  exclude  further 
charges,  and  that  64  deaths  at 
the  home  had  been  examined. 


Genetic  engineering  makes  oyster  edible  all  year 


Jon  Henley  in  Parts 

MRAY,  June,  Jnrly  and 
Augurst  do  not  exist, 
but  Andre  Gerard  Is  about 
to  become  a national  hero 
by  inventing  them. 

After  years  of  trying,  Mr 
Gerard,  a scientist  at  the 
French  Research  Institute 
for  Marine  Development,  is 
mi  the  point  of  perfecting 
the  year-round  oyster  — a 
pearl  beyond  price  in  a 
country  that  consumes  150 
million  dozen  of  the  aphro- 
disiac bivalves  every  year. 


but  virtually  none  from  May 
to  August  — the  months 
without  an  *r*  in  rtiwn 

Even  the  most  enthusias- 
tic oyster-swallower  shm« 
the  delicacy  during  its  four- 
month  summer  reproduc- 
tive season,  when  its  flesh 
becomes  greasy  and  its  shell 
fills  with  a milky  fluid. 

But  Mr  Gerard’s  re- 
searchers have  created  a 
crop  of  young  mollusca 
equipped  with  double  the 
norztutl  number  of  chromo- 
somes. By  mating  them  with 
their  unreconstructed  cous- 
ins, they  are  about  to  pro- 


duce the  first  naturally  ster- 
ile oyster.  . - 

“It  means  that  these  oys- 
ters won't  waste  all  their  en- 
ergy on  trying  to  repro- 
“They’ll  put 
it  into  growing  instead,  anJ 
stay  lean  and  dell-, 
clous  all  year  round.”  > 

Taste  tests  with  sterile 
oysters  in  Nantes  showed  ex- 
perienced mollusc  gom-inels 
could  not  tell  the  tflffermce, 
he  said.  Sterile  oysters 
would  also  travel  better 
than  the  fertile  variety, 
which  tended  to  panic  when 
packed  into  baskets.  - . 
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Holy  Fighter  hones 
the  Hamas  dagger 


®®*id  Shamrock 


in  Gaza 


A BLOODY  dagger 
plunged  into  a star 
of  David  on  the 
walls  of  Gaza’s  poor* 

HoV“c«5  the  reSS % ‘The 
JS!LI^fhoter”-  Spray-can  por- 

sptntual  leader  and 
f»^der  **  **“  militant  Is- 
{male  group  Hamas,  abound 
^^temrhood  so 
downtrodden  and  impover- 
that  0,6  “rtatottes  he 
offers  fall  on  eager  ears. 

£?me  with  the  sheikh 

a^r  his  eight-year  absence 
ff*  *“■  eJSht  daughters  and 
three  sons.  Quadriplegia, 
smce  an  accident  at  the  age  of 

S«Sfvdon?  UtUe  to  cramp 

Sheikh  Yassin  s style. 

* J?  hii3lon*  festooned  with 
self-portraits  and  posters  pro- 
claiming "Islam  is  the  solu- 
young  men  gather  for 
an  audience.  A bearded  imam 
scribbles  down  bis  every 
word,  delivered  in  high- 
pitched,  faltering  but  deter- 
mined sound-bites.  Aged  61 
the  sheikh  may  look  frail  but 
ne  is  clearly  a strong-willed 
and  charismatic  leader. 

He  wants  to  put  the  record 
straight.  "There  is  no  cease- 
fire between  us  and  the  Israe- 
lis.” Since  his  release  almost 
a fortnight  ago,  in  return  for 
the  freeing  of  Mossad  agents 
by  Jordan  after  they  bungled 
the  murder  of  another  top 


of  16,  this  beady  blend  of  radi-  actions  of  the  Israelis,  and 
cal  politics  family  aid  is  that  will  be  determined  in  the 


dangerous  for  Mr  Arafirt. 


near  fixture.  They  [Hamas] 


! vv*-.  . 


^Dr  Ziad  Abu-Amr,  a leading  can  back  to  suicide  attacks 
analyst  on  Hamas,  says  whenever  they  want,  they 
Sheikh  Yassin’s  immediate  have  the  human  and  physical 
goals  are  the  rebuilding  of  his  resources.” 

„ party.  “He  is  not  going  to  Back  in  the  salon  an  aide  is 
cause  Arafat  any  problems  at  laughing  about  the  sheikh’s 
this  point  because  no  one  ailments.  "Chronic  constipa- 
, wants  to  give  the  Israelis  any  tion,  bleeding  piles,  believe 
pretext  for  reneging  on  their  me  I know  all  about  them  be- 


respo  risibilities. 


cause  I had  to  share  a cell 


“But  if  the  political  situation  with  him  for  four  months!”  It 
deteriorates  further  Hamas  is  a rare  moment  of  jocular- 
win  feel  it  is  incumbent  on  ity.  Sheikh  Yassin  returns  to 
them  to  do  something.”  the  future.  “If  the  Israelis  do 

Another  source,  preferring  not  accept  our  terms  they 
anonymity,  believes  that  no-  take  all  responsibility  for 
body  should  underestimate  what  is  going  to  happen  to  | 
the  consequences  of  the  them.”  In  any  case,  Israel  will  1 


sheikh’s  release.  ”It  was  Yas- 


v , sin  who  instructed  Hamas  to 

™“h  Yassrn.- ‘There  is  no  hold  an  undeclared  ceasefire 
ceasefire  with  the  Israelis*  in  199s.  That  eeaserir*  nr«. 


disappear  in  a generation,  he 
is  certain. 

As  for  the  young  men  pre- 


lish-  IT  Israel  does  all  this,  we  nated  the  Engineer  [Yahya 
will  stop  fighting  and  resist-  Ayyash,  Hamas's  ehief  bomb- 
ms  for  a limited  time.”  He  re-  maker].  Whatever  he  says 


in  1995.  That  ceasefire  pre-  paring  or  prepared  to  blow 
vailed  until  Israel  assassi-  themselves  to  pieces  on  J eru- 


ctated the  Engineer  [Yahya  salem's  buses  and  markets, 
Ayyash,  Hamas's  chief  bomb-  some  of  whom  may  even  be 


fuses  to  elaborate  on 
length  of  any  such  truce. 


goes.  He  is  going  to  bring 


sitting  in  this  room,  the 
sheikh  baa  only  praise.  "This 


about  the  catalysation  of  is  not  suicide,  this  is  martyr - 


Clearly  there  is  a substan-  Hamas  in  a very  serious  way.  I dom.  The  man  who  commits 


tial  gap  between  his  demands 
and  those  of  Yasser  Arafat, 
the  Palestinian  Authority 
president,  but  the  sheikh  will 
only  say:  “We  will  not  allow 
for  there  to  be  conflict  be- 
tween us  and  Mr  Arafat” 

The  interview  is  inter- 
rupted by  a telephone  call 
from  Jordan:  an  offer  of  medi- 
ation between  Sheikh  Yassin 
and  Mr  Arafat  is  rebuffed. 


"He  has  already  delivered  suicide  bates  life,  but  the 


another  de  facto  ceasefire 
since  his  release,  but  to  hold 


it  or  not  will  depend  on  the  | from  God.” 


martyr  is  full  of  love  and  sac- 
rifice and  win  get  his  reward 


A Palestinian  youth  lies  on  the  ground  after  being  severely  beaten  by  Israeli  troops  yesterday  near  a Jewish  enclave  in 
Hebron.  The  man  said  about  20  soldiers  beat  him;  the  Israelis  (daimed  he  attacked  them  photograph.-  hossam  abu  alan 


High  aims  but  low  expectations 


* another  top  "He  can  come  to  my  door 

sS  vista.  The  Edinburgh  summit  begins 

FLT^wa  lo-year  ^ on  Friday  but  political  rifts  are 

tarn  he  was  opposed  drawing  to  a dose.  “I  have 'a  likely  to  cloud  B air’s  economic 

A°t‘£e,Se£c1!?SoS  vision,  writes  ian  Black 


At  the  weekend  he  changed  has  promised  something  mod 
tack,  saying  that  Israel  "must  for  us,”  he  says, 
disappear  from  the  map”.  His 

tenns  for  a truce  are  complete  ■ ■ AMAS’S  commu- 

withdrawal  by  Israel  from  the  ■ I nity  centres  — 20  of 

West  Bank.  Gaza  and  east  Je-  which  now 

rusalem,  the  dismantling  of  I I idle  — are  esti- 

Jewisb  settlements,  the  I I mated  to  provide 

release  of  aS  Palestinian  pris-  welfare  services  to  about 


HAMAS’S  commu-  the  Commonwealth  countries  generate  20  per  cent 

nity  centres  — 20  of  ■ flying  into  Edinburgh  of  all  world  trade.  Prospects 
which  now  stand  ■ this  week  could  be  for  change  and  for  a bigger 
idle  — are  esti-  forgiven  for  wondering  what  role  for  the  private  sector  are 
mated  to  provide  to  expect  it  is  20  years  since  being  aired  at  a Common- 
welfare  services  to  about  Britain  hosted  a summit  of  wealth  Business  Forum  in 


HE  4frplus  leaders  of  tistics:  the  54  member 
the  Commonwealth  countries  generate  20  per  cent 
flying  into  Edinburgh  of  all  world  trade.  Prospects 
this  week  could  be  for  change  and  for  a bigger 


forgiven  for  wondering  what  role  for  the  private  sector  are 
to  expect  it  is  20  years  since  being  aired  at  a Common- 


oners  and  the  opening  of  a 40,000  Gazans,  most  of  them  ( the  ex-colonial  club.  Yet  the 


free-passage  corridor  between 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza. 


unreachable  by  the  Palestin- 
ian Authority.  In  the  explo- 


“Israel  must  not  interfere  sive.  conditions  of  Gaza. 


in  our  internal  affairs  and  in 
our  capital  of  Jerusalem 
which  we  are  going  to  estab- 


where  two-thirds  of  its  mil- 
lion people  are  unemployed 
and  60  per  cent  under  the  age 


Queen  has  never  addressed 
the  biennial  event,  let  alone 
made  the  opening  speech. 


London  today. 

Yet  there  are  doubts  about 
how  much  can  be  done  on  this 
front  Commonwealth  mem- 


Tony  Blair's  wvvteraisfTig  bershlp  cuts  across  the  big 
government  hat  dispensed  trading  blocs  such  as  the  G7, 
with  bagpipes,  bearskins  and  Asean,  the  European  Union 
1 other  traditional  trappings  and  Nafta  — all  of  them  much 


Mandela  sets 
out  on  bumpy 
Lockerbie  trip 


and  wants  a meeting  that 
highlights  the  Common- 
wealth’s role  in  a dynamic 
global  economy.  But  with 
disagreements  looming  over 


more  important 
And  the  Commonwealth 
matters  much  -more  to 
smaller  members  than  to  big- 
ger ones.  Caribbean  countries 


human  rights,  the  gaffe-rich  will  be  lobbying  to  maintain  - 
royal  visit  to  India  and  Paki-  preferential  treatment  for  ba- 
stan  still  echoing,  and  a coop  nana  exports  threatened  by 
full  of  Imperial  chickens  World  Trade  Organisation 


threatening  to  come  home  to 
roost,  this  may  be  easier  said 
than  done. 

Whitehall  spin-doctors  win 


rules,  hut  Britain  can  proba- 
bly do  little  to  help  them. 

“Chief  Emeka  likes  to  say 
that  the  Commonwealth 


David  Beresford 
in  Johannesburg 

NELSON  Mandela  today 
sets  out  on  what  is 
likely  to  prove  a bumpy 
road  — literally  and  meta- 
phorically — from  Cairo  to 
Tripoli  on  a mission  to  settle 
the  long-running  dispute  be- 
tween Libya,  the  United 
States  and  Britain  over  the 
1988  Lockerbie  air  disaster. 

The  South  African  presi- 
dent, who  was  being  wined 
and  dined  by  Egypt’s  Presi- 
dent Hosni  Mubarak  yester- 
day. will  be  throwing  his 
weight  behind  efforts  by  the 
Organisation  of  African  Unity 
and  the  Non-Aligned  Move- 
ment to  persuade  the  Western 
powers  to  accept  a compro- 
mise deal  whereby  the  Libyan 
suspects  in  the  Pan  Am  bomb- 
ing will  stand  trial  in  a "neu- 
tral” country. 

South  Africa’s  foreign  min- 
ister, Alfred  Nao.  spelled  out 
Mr  Mandela's  stance  on  the 
issue  on  their  arrival  in 
Egypt,  saying  "there  is  no 


bled  across  evidence  that  a co- 
vert apartheid  security  force 
unit,  Stratcom.  specialising 
in  psychological  operations 
had  been,  instructed  some 
time  before  the  air  crash  to 
prepare  public  opinion  for 
President  Mechel's  death. 

. It  was  also  reported  from 
Mozambique  this  week  that 
Mr  Macbel  survived  the 
crash,  but  was  murdered  at 
the  scene  by  a mysterious 
doctor  who  injected  him  with 
poison.  The  doctor  is  said  var- 
iously to  have  died,  or  to  have 
suffered  severe  brain  injury 
in  a car  accident  soon 
afterwards. 

A South  African  judicial  in- 
quiry into  the  air  crash 


The  presidents 
backing  trialin  a 
‘neutral’  country  of 
the  bomb  suspects 

blamed  the  Russian  crew,  but 


be  at  work  from  the  welcome  means  business  and  business 
on  Friday  to  the  dosing  cere-  needs  the  Commonwealth,” 
mony  on  Monday  to  ensure  laughs  one  supporter.  "But 
attention  stays  on  the  eco-  the  second  part  of  that  state- 


nconlc  declaration,  intended 
to  match  the  1991  Harare 
Declaration  for  post-apart- 
heid political  action. 

Trade,  Investment  and  De- 
velopment. tiie  Road  to  Com- 
monwealth Prosperity  Is  the 


ment  is  even  more  contest- 
able  than  the  first.” ' 

Britain’s  Department  for  In- 
ternationa] Development  will 
do  its  bit  to  bridge  the  North- 
South  divide  by  announcing 
aid  for  envinmmental  pro- 


file Commonwealth  has  become  far  less  economically  important  than  in  the  days  of  Sir  Alec  Douglas-Home,  above 


country  if  General  Sani  Aba-  effective  sanction.  Common- 
cha  had  not  made  "demon-  wealth  summits . tend  to  be 


big  theme  for  Edinburgh  — jects,  teacher-training  and  I strable  progress”  towards  de- 1 long-winded  events  and  much 


the  first  time  a heads  of  gov- 
ernment meeting  has  bad 


debt  relief  for  the  poorest 
countries,  bat  political  prob- 


mocracy  by  now. 

He  clearly  has  not  But  the 


of  the  real  business  will  be 
conducted  during  the  tradi- 


one,  and  testimony  to  a laud-  lems  seem  likely  to  occupy  truth  is  the  Commonwealth  tional  Sunday  “retreat”  — 


aide  wish  to  produce  same-  centre  stage.  cannot  make  such  tough  deci-  this  year’s  is  at  St  Andrews  — 

id  than  the  Critics  Insist  the  Common-  sions.  Nigeria's  supension  where  “heads”  have  an  infor- 
rambling  wealth  should  stand  by  its  was  hard  enough  to  achieve  mal  get-together. 

threat  issued  after  Nigeria’s  across  a spectrum  ranging  Expectations  are  low.  The 
tyaoku,  the  banging  of  Ken  Saro-Wiwa  from  Ghana  to  Canada.  Ex-  Commonwealth  is  low  key  and 
courtly  Nl-  and  eight  other  minority  pulsion  would  tear  the  organ i-  low  profile  most  of  the  time. 


thing  more  focused  than  the 
usual  rambling 

communique. 


Chief  Emeka  Anyaoku,  the  hanging  of  Ken  Saro-Wiwa 
Commonwealth’s  courtly  Nl-  and  eight  other  minority 


Critics  Insist  the  Common- 


threat  issued  after  Nigeria’s  across  a spectrum  ranging 
hanging  of  Ken  Saro-Wiwa  from  Ghana  to  Canada.  Ex- 


thls  year’s  is  at  St  Andrews  — 


noose  hung  over  the  talkfest, 
was  grimly  memorable. 

Last  time  Britain  stood  Iso- 
lated over  its  support  for 
French  nuclear  testing  and 
this  weekend  Mr  Blair  will  be 


to  development.  "Human 
rights  cannot  thrive  on  empty 
stomachs  and  an  Intolerable 
quality  oflife,”  he  says. 

Yet  in  the  face  of  bloodshed 
in  Sri  Lanka,  a democratic 


gerian  secretary-general,  has  rights  activists  during  the 
been  pushing  hard  for  this,  Auckland  summit  In  1995,  to 
building  on  impressive  sta-  expel  the  West  African 


low  profile  most  of  the  time,  of  the  Commonwealth? 


satlon  apart.  And  no  member  and  bright  lights  bring  out  its 
Auckland  summit  in  1995,  to  I wants  the  oil  embargo  that  flaws  — the  paralysis  in  Auck- 
expel  the  West  African  | would  probably  be  the  only  land,  when  the  hangman’s 


closely  watched,  even  though  deficit  in  Africa  and  tension 
it  will  be  an  uphill  struggle  to  between  Pakistan  and  India, 
generate  much  interest  at  bis  brand  erf  preventive  diplo- 
hoxne.  How  many  people  even  macy  and  quiet  technical  co- 
know that  2997  is  the  UK  Year  operation  is  not  riveting  ma- 
of  the  Commonwealth?  teriaL  His  recent  book,  was 


Chief  Anyaoku  has  sensible  titled,  without  a trace  of 
ideas  about  balancing  political  Irony,  The  Missing  Headlines, 
and  civil  rights  with  the  right  Spin-doctors  take  note. 


South  Korea  boom  turns  to  Tables  turned 
bust  as  big  companies  fold  m union  battle 


FSlFlS  SJttZSXK  Andrew  Higgins  in  Seoul  reports  on  the  end  of  the 
win  be  .ravel-  good  times  with  the  country  risking  financial  crisis 

ling  t°  Wpon  by  road  to  B tin:  plJ^  ■ N THE  relentless  race  for  | ruptcy  in  the  courts.  Also  I Peregrine,  a Hong  Kong-based 

5rv««d  c 5freLr!lif(Sis  S&t  into  abSzsfde  was  the  result  I new  markets,  few  corpora-  sheltering  there  is  the  car- 1 investment  house.  Sooth 


Marthi  Kettle  in  Washington 


companied  by  Graca  Macbel, 
widow  of  the  former  Mozam- 
bique president,  Samora. 

Mrs  Michel's  presence  co- 
incides with  renewed  contro- 
versy over  her  husband’s 
death  in  in  air  crash  on  the 
South  African  be  .tier  in  1986. 
The  Transvaal  attorney-gen- 
eral's nffir-fl  announced  this 

week  that  It  wffl  reopen  inqui- 
ries Into’  the  crash  on  the 
basis  of  “new  evidence1’. 


craft’s  navigational  system.  ■ imagination  of  South 
But  it  remains  difficult  to  ex-  Korea’s  premier  purveyor  of 


IN  THE  relentless  race  for  ruptcy  in  the  courts.  Also  Peregrine,  a Hong  Kong-based 
new  markets,  few  corpora-  sheltering  there  is  tbe  car-  investment  house.  Sooth 
tions  can  mstirh  the  quirky  maker  Ria  and  tbe  steel  com-  Korea  has  “the  biggest  struc- 
im agination  of  South  bine  Hanbo.  total  problems  to  Asia”  and 

Korea's  premier  purveyor  of  Five  of  South  Korea’s  huge  risks  a potential  financial  cri- 
woofly  underwean  it  built  a conglomerates  — the  chaebols  sis  that  has  been  largely  over- 
ski resort  that  feasted  on  cheap  govern-  looked  in  the  panic  over 

While  Asian  conglomerates  ment-directed  credit  and  recent  economic  turmoil  in 
spent  billions  devouring  a powered  South  Korea’s  ver-  Thailand,  Malaysia  and 
hodgepodge  of  unrelated  sion  of  the  Asian  economic  Indonesia. 

- v_  — *-  *- ■** — J Like  many  Asian  countries, 


plain  how  saboteurs  could  woolly  underwear  it  built  a conglomerates  — the  chaeoots 
have  anticipated  subsequent  ski  resort  that  feasted  on  cheap  govem- 

nflot  errors  which  contrib-  While  Asian  conglomerates  ment-directed  credit  and 
uted  to  the  crash.  spent  billions  devouring  a powered  South  Korea’s  ver- 

The  allegation  that  a doctor  hodgepodge  of  unrelated  sion  of  the  Asian  economic 
noisonedthe  president  is  businesses,  a decision  by  mirade  — have  Slipped  mto 
new  But  it  is  known  there  Ssangbang  Wocd’s  to  invest  receivership  this  year.  “The 
was  dirty  work  on  the  ground  £250  million  in  a winter  old  way  of  doing  tilings  is  fln- 
bv  the  apartheid  security  sports  complex  could  claim  a ished,”  said  Chang  Soo-man, 

thin  bat  inspired  thread  of  director  of  overall  economic 


nn  this  pnrl  nf  th<s  Thatcher.  "We  should  learn  a 

Ul  I U IC  CI  IU  Ul  Ult?  lot  from  her,  especially  in  MgE  hoari  of  the  Team- 

finanrial  rrfefe  dealing  with  labour.”  said  Mr  ■ sters  trade  union,  whose 
1 II  leu  IOICU  V^l  1010  Chang,  the  finance  ministry’s  | election  was  overturned 

long-term  planner.  But  many  because  of  a fund-raising 
Peregrine,  a Hong  Kong-based  South  Koreans  disagree.  scandal,  hit  back  yesterday 
investment  house.  Sooth  Tbe  dogmas  of  an  unfet-  5 y accusing  his  chief  oppo- 
Korea  has  “the  biggest  struc-  tered  free  market  have  met  nent  the  son  of  legendary 
tural  problems  to  Asia”  and  with  strong  resistance,  leav-  onion  boss  -Timmy  Hofia,  of 
risks  a potential  financial  cri-  ing  South  Korea  caught  be-  being  linked  to  organised 
sis  that  has  been  largely  over-  tween  two  systems.  A new 

crime. 

looked  in  the  panic  over  law  making  it  easier  to  sack  Ron  Carey  charged  that 


president  of  the  1A  million 
member  union  in  December 
1996  by  a majority  of  under 
15,000  votes  over  Mr  HoSa.  in 


THE  head  of  the  Team-  lb«uuu  votes  over  Mr  wona.  in 
sters  trade  union,  whose  August  federal  officials  an- 
alection  was  overturned  nulled  the  victory  after  find- 
because  of  a fund-raising  three  of  Mr  Carey's  aides 
scandal,  hit  back  yesterday  had  illegally  diverted  union 
by  accusing  his  chief  oppo-  hinds  into  his  campaign, 
nent,  the  son  of  legendary  hi  a speech  in  Washington 
union  boss  -Timmy  Hofia,  of  Mr  Carey  said  that  the  flmd 
being  linked  to  organised  violations  were  “wrong,  lnfu- 
crimfi  riatingly  wrong”.  He  claimed 


law  making  it  easier  to  sack  Ron  Carey  charged  that 
workers  triggered  an  James  Hofife  Jr  had  received 


explosion  of  unrest  at  the 
start  of  the  year. 


contributions  from  criminal 
connections  and  employers 


-that  he  was  the  victim  of  the 
illegal  activities  of  his  three 
aides. 

“They  betrayed  me,”  Mr  he 


South  Korea  is  a victim  of  its  down  and  postponed  the 


The  government  backed  when  he  ran  against  Mr  said.  “They  had  a scheme  that 


deuce  is  hot  known,  but  the 
announcement  followed  a 
South  African  press  report 
that  investigators  had  stumr 


“ dirtv  work  on  the  ground  £250  million  m a winter  om  way  oi  aomg  tilings  is  nn- 
bv  the  apartheid  security  sports  complex  could  claim  a ished,”  said  Chang  Soo-man, 
notice  who  were  among  the  thin  bat  inspired  thread  of  director  of  overall  economic 
firstat  the  scene.  Instead  of  marketing  logic:  more  cold  policy  division  at  the  finance 
^ , QrttrJw  to  tbe  injured,  they  skiiers,  -more  warm  and  economy  ministry. 

The  nature  erf  the  new  evj-  doc-  underwear.  “ITwe were  staiin the  1980s 

mm  fe  nnt  known,  but  the  | M^^nique  scheme  also  promised  it  would  make  sense,  but 


o 


foMd  £ the  wreck-  The  scheme  also  promised  it  would  make  sense,  but 

£ redistributed  to  warm  the  affections  of  a today  nobetiy  would  want  to 

^nna  »iP  dohri<t  pnwmment  in  need  of  a follow  the  Korean  modeL 

the  papers  among  thedebns.  Wmter  A fight  skein  of  cash  and 

University  Games.  In  Korea,  connections  that  bound  Korea 
as  elsewhere  in  Asia,  politi-  Inc  into  one  of  the  globe’s 
cians  and  bureaucrats  have  most  effective  economic  ma- 
nlways  repaid  favours  from  chines  is  unravelling  fast  A 


own  success.  It  developed  so  reform.  And  Instead  of  being 
fest  that  it  outgrew  the  sys-  seen  as  a possible  solution,  the 
tern  that  created  its  prosper-  West  is  often  seen  as  the  cause 
ity.  Favoured  companies  of  South  Korea’s  problems, 
binged  on  easy  hank  loans.  A British  investment  bouse 
politicians  got  rich  on  lavish  to  Seoul  said  it  gets  threaten- 
klckbacks  and  ordinary  ing  anonymous  phone  calls 


Carey  for  the  Teamsters*  pres- 
idency last  year. 

Mr  Hoffa  had  also  invested 
in  a business  with  Allen  Dorf- 


was  set  up  to  line  their  own 
pockets.  And  I am  the 
victim.” 

Claiming  that  the  recent 


A British  investment  bouse  Mr  Hofia’s  late  Gather,  Mr 
to  Seoul  said  it  gets  threaten-  Carey  alleged. 


Five  peopl©  frwn  SowB^s&t 
come  up  to  London,  take 

their  clothes  off  a|id  climb  to 

the  top  of  a building— 


A fight  skein  of  cash  and  years, 
connections  that  bound  Korea  Today, 

toe  into  one  of  the  globe’s  dents  an 
most  effective  economic  ma-  tion,  alor 
chines  Js  unravelling  fast  A current 


people  watched  their  incomes 
increase  50  times  over  30 
years. 

Today,  two  former  presi- 


when  the  stock  market  falfo- 
After  helping  to  fuel  South 
Korea's  boom  in  the  past, 


man,  a rriminai  associate  of  congressional  hearings  into 
Mr  Hofia’s  late  Gather,  Mr  tiie  teamsters’  election  are 
Carey  alleged.  being  orchestrated  by  anti- 

Mr  Hoffa  denied  all  the  union  Republicans,  Mr  Carey 


Mr  Hoffa  denied  all  the  union  Republicans,  Air  Carey 
p’hnrppg  said  that  it  was  urgent  that 

The  increasingly  bitter  tne  Hoffe  campaign  should  be 


slanging  match  between  the 


many  foreigners  are  polling  I Carey  and  Hoffa  camps  comes 


investigated  too. 

‘1  think  it's  also  important 


dents  are  in  Jail  for  corrup-  out  their  money.  Yesterday  as  federal  investigators  pre-  that  you  look  at  my  oppo- 
tion,  along  with  the  son  of  the  saw  the  biggest  sell-off  of  pare  to  rule  on  whether  Mr  nent,”  he  said. 
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Direct  action  for  the  environment 

— _ The  underwear  king  took 

Society,  G2  page  12  ^ seeking  protection  from  bank? 


co-operative  businessmen.  At  string  of  big-name  bankrupt- 
feast  they  did  until  the  big  des  has  turned  the  Seoul  dis- 
ehin  set  in.  trict  court  into  South  Korea’s 

Instead  of  gutsy  flair,  bank-  fifth  biggest  chaebol:  tt  con- 
ers  who  rushed  to  finance  trols  assets  worth  more  than 
Ssangbang  Wool's  ski  slope  SlSbmion. 
adventures  now  see  reckless  The  shock  has  rocked  the 
folly,  and  the  government  is  economy,  pushing  the  coim* 


trict  court  into  South  Korea’s  bribery  but  were  pardoned, 
fifth  biggest  chaebol : tt  con-  The  old  model — the  core  oT 

trols  assets  worth  more  than  which  was  a system  of  "policy 
£15  billion.  loans”  to  privileged  firms  — 


current  president.  Kim  Korean  shares  by  foreign  firms  Carey  can  take  part  in 
Young-sam.  Seven  chaebol  In  tbe  history  of  the  country's  union's  presidential  elect 
bosses  have  been  convicted  of  stock  exchange.  rerun,  which  will  probs 

bribery  but  were  pardoned.  When  economic  growth  take  place  early  next  year. 


The  shock  has  rocked  the  was  be 
economy,  pushing  tbe  coun-  provid 
try’s  currency  to  its  lowest  Korea 
level  this  week  and  triggering  lsation 
fears  of  an  unstoppable  chain-  It  is 
reaction  of  bankruptcies.  who  if 

According  to  a report  by  peace 


The  old  model— tbe  core  oT  dipped  to  K7  per  cent  in  1989,  Observers  believe  Mr  Hoffe 
which  was  a system  of  "policy  the  then  president  and  now  will  win  the  contest  If  so,  he 
loans”  to  privileged  firms  — prison  inmate,  Roh  Tae-woo,  ^ take  over  the  job  which 
was  borrowed  than  Japan.  It  declared  South  Korea  in  “total  made  his  father  the  most 
provided  the  blueprint  for  crisis”.  This  year  the  figure  crooked  and  ruthless  union 
Korea's  rapid  industrial-  wiU  be  even  lower.  boss  in  modern  America,  be- 

Isation.  “Everyone  is  jittery,”  said  fore  his  presumed  murder 

It  is  not  only  Tony  Blair  David  Kadarauch,  head  of  nearly  25  years  ago. 
who  is  now  trying  to  make  research  for  Jardine  Fleming  Mr  Carey  was  re-elected 
peace  with  Margaret  inSeouL 


Carey  «*n  take  part  in  the  tii  fact  he  collected 

union’s  presidential  election  money  illegally  from  the  mob, 
rerun,  which  will  probably  from  whomever,  then  maybe 
take  place  early  next  year.  the  election  would  not  have 

Observers  believe  Mr  Hoffe  been  dose.” 
will  win  the  contest  If  so,  he  The  members  of  the  Inter- 
will  take  over  the  job  which  national  Brotherhood  of 
made  his  father  the  most  Teamsters  are  mainly  long- 
crooked  and  ruthless  union  distance  haulage  drivers,  par- 
boss  in  modem  America,  be-  deliverers  and  warehouse 


fore  his  presumed  murder  employees,  jobs  which  make 
nearly  25  years  ago.  the  union  an  ideal  means  for 

Mr  Carey  was  re-elected  the  shipping  and  storage  of  il- 
legal as  well  as  legal  goods. 
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Casting  the  Net  wide 

The  Internet  must  not  create  a new  underclass 


ONE  of  the  biggest  challenges  feeing 
Britain  is  to  ensure  that  the  unprece- 
dented opportunities  of  the  information 
revolution  are  spread  as  widely  as  poss- 
ible. This  Is  important  not  just  because 
people  have  a right  to  knowledge  — 
though  that  would  be  a good  enough 
reason  by  itself  — but  because  it  is 
those  economies  that  maximise  their 
use  of  the  new  technologies  that  will 
succeed  in  future.  If  this  doesn't  happen 
then  all  of  the  commendable  initiatives 
the  Government  has  taken  to  boost 
education  and  training  won't  be  enough 
to  prevent  the  gap  between  the  informa- 
tion “haves”  and  the  have-nots  from 
widening.  The  entry  point  for  the  infor- 
mation revolution  is  now  unquestion- 
ably the  Internet  the  world-wide  net- 
work of  computer  networks  which,  at 
the  dick  of  a computer  mouse,  provides 
almost  instantaneous  access  to  a global 
powerhouse  of  knowledge  and  images. 

Few  people  who  have  regularly  used 
it  would  doubt  its  awesome  potential 
yet  it  is  barely  three  year  old  as  a mass 
medium  and  is  getting  stronger  every 
day.  The  trouble  is  that  although  online 
access  is  cheap,  users  still  need  to  buy  a 
computer  with  a fast  modem  for  speedy 
connection  to  a telephone  line  and  prob- 
ably a printer  as  well  Even  though  the 
price  of  computers  is  still  tumbling  fast 
in  real  terms,  there  won't  be  much 
change  from  £1,000  for  a starter  kit 
This,  sadly  but  inevitably,  makes  it  the 
prerogative  of  the  “haves"  unless  ac- 
cess is  provided  through  schools  or 
libraries.  How  long  will  this  unfair 
situation  last? 

Yesterday's  annual  Mori  survey  into 
usage  of  technology  (commissioned  by 
Motorola)  makes  sober  reading.  Regu- 
lar Internet  usage  has  gone  up  from  9 to 
11  per  cent  of  the  population  during  the 
past  year  (15  per  cent  of  men  but  only  6 
per  cent  of  women)  and  is  clearly  a long 
way  from  becoming  a popular  pastime. 
The  proportion  of  people  who  have 


heard  about  the  Net  but  are  not  inter- 
ested in  using  it  actually  went  up  over 
the  year  from  25  to  29  per  cent  Mostly 
the  reason  for  not  using  it  (at  42  per 
cent  of  people)  is  because  they  don’t 
have  access  to  a computer.  However, 
homes  are  much  more  likely  to  have  a 
computer  if  there  are  children  of  school 
age  in  the  house.  Otherwise,  the 
research  indicates  that  the  personal 
computer  industry  is  stRl  growing  but 
it  is  being  driven  by  repeat  buyers 
rather  than  new  ones.  In  other  words 
the  spread  of  technology  seems  to  have 
hit  a digital  ceiling,, 

For  the  next  surge  we  will  have  to 
wait  for  the  success  of  the  new  genera- 
tion of  Web  TVs  enabling  people  to  gain 
access  to  the  Internet  much  more 
cheaply  through  their  existing  televi- 
sion sets  or  through  devices  attached  to 
their  phones.  Even  so  there  is  still 
likely  to  be  a very  large  gap  between 
those  with  Net  access  and  those  with- 
out The  advantage  of  the  haves  over 
the  have-nots,  even  for  doing  home- 
work and  essays  at  university,  will  be 
considerable.  In  the  end  this  problem 
may  only  be  solved  by  the  market 
mechanism  as  the  price  of  hardware 
and  telephone  calls  continues  to  fell.  In 
this  context  the  Government  is  abso- 
lutely right  to  give  priority  to  a 
national  grid  linking  schools,  and  hope- 
fully libraries  as  well,  to  the  informa- 
tion highway  even  though  the  planned 
reliance  on  a copper  wire  connection 
(rather  than  high  capacity  fibre  optics) 
for  die  final  link  may  be  out  of  date  by 
the  time  it  is  finished.  If  poorer  people 
can't  afford  access  to  the  superhighway 
at  home  then  they  should  at  least  be 
able  to  do  so  at  school  or  at  a public 
library.  This  won’t  bridge  the  informa- 
tion gap  but  unless  the  Government  can 
be  persuaded  that  Internet  access  in 
every  home  is  a vote  winner  it  may  be 
the  best  that  can  be  done  in  the 
circumstances. 


Doing  nasty  things  with  mirrors 

The  US  laser  test  sends  quite  the  wrong  signal 


STAR  WARS  is  alive  and  well  even  if 
there  is  no  one  to  play  with.  Last 
Friday’s  test  of  a high-powered  US 
army  laser  was  talked  down  by  the 
Pentagon  as  a modest  defensive  mea- 
sure. The  device  was  aimed  briefly  at 
an  infrared  camera  in  an  American 
satellite  circling  above  the  earth,  and 
did  no  damage.  The  Pentagon  has  in 
recent  weeks  — since  a previous  test 
failure  — gone  out  of  its  way  to  stress 
its  defensive  nature.  The  purpose  of  the 
exercise,  it  says,  is  simply  to  find  out 
what  other  — potentially  hostile  — 
countries  might  do  with  a laser  at  their 
disposal  And  it  claims  that  the  test  has 
proved  its  point  American  military 
satellites,  as  well  as  those  designed  for 
any  other  purpose,  are  all  vulnerable  to 
laser  attack  by  a ‘hostile  power.” 

There  is  just  one  small  problem  with 
ihe  Pentagon’s  rationale.  The  only 
power  around,  hostile  or  otherwise,  in 
possession  of  lasers  capable  of  such  a 
performance  happens  to  be . . . the 
United  States  of  America.  When  a Pen- 
tagon spokesperson  was  asked  last  year 
to  identify  a specific  laser  threat,  he 
cited  “the  potential  at  least  for  a threat 
to  emerge  in  the  fliture.”  No  one  dis- 
putes that  military  establishments  the 
world  over  have  a duty  to  anticipate 
possible  threats  to  their  country  and  to 
anticipate  them  intelligently.  But  they 
must  also  consider  whether  the  action 
they  take  is  likely  to  bring  about  the 
results  they  seek  to  deter.  And  their 
political  bosses  must  consider  the 
wider  effects  too.  High-powered  lasers 


are  not  poor  nations’  bombs  but  highly 
sophisticated  weapons  which  few 
countries  except  the  US  can  afford. 
There  is  a very  real  danger  that  the 
experiment  will  be  seen  by  other 
nations  as  a threat  to  their  satellites  and 
an  invitation  to  develop  their  own 
counter-lasers.  It  also  undermines  the 
general  assumption  that,  post-cold  war, 
title  major  powers  should  ease  up  on 
pushing  ahead  with  military  research 
which  may  encourage  destructive  com- 
petition and  disturb  the  currently  less 
nervy  climate. 

Last  week’s  laser  test  does  not  violate 
the  letter  of  either  the  1967  or  1972 
treaties  covering  space  warfare,  but  the 
spirit  is  another  matter.  The  laser 
which  was  used  evades  violation  partly 
because  it  employs  a chemical  source  of 
feel  rather  than  nuclear  power.  It  is  an 
offshoot  of  the  Reagan  administration’s 
Strategic  Defence  Initiative  and  was 
originally  designed  to  shoot  down 
Soviet  missiles.  It  has  been  modified  to 
focus  on  satellites  — but  could  easily  be 
modified  back  again. 

There  is  another  lesson  from  the  test 
just  carried  out  It  shows  according  to 
the  Pentagon  that  low-intensity  lasers 
could  be  used  — and  the  technology  is 
available  to  quite  a few  countries  — to 
“blind"  the  sensors  on  the  US  spy 
satellites  now  in  use.  This  raises  a 
whole  set  of  different  issues  about  the 
ethical  implications  of  such  “spying" 
and  whether  it  should  be  international- 
ised. These  must  be  resolved  on  the 
ground,  not  260  miles  high  in  the  air. 


Munch  on  for  survival 

The  English  apple  needs  your  help  now 


DID  YOU  EAT  an  apple  yesterday  on 
National  Apple  Day?  And  if  so  was  it  by 
any  chance  a Devonshire  Quarrenden? 
Almost  certainly  not:  this  is  just  one  of 
hundreds  of  good  British  varieties  of 
apple  which  have  fallen,  so  to  speak,  by 
the  wayside.  Enthusiasts  say  it  has  a 
wonderful  flavour  of  “ strawberry- to- 
loganberry”  — you  probably  didn’t 
know  that  apple  experts  have  as  colour- 
ful a language  as  wine-tasters. 

The  real  blossoming  of  apple  culture 
was  the  Victorian  period,  though  culti- 
vation first  became  intensive  in  Tudor 
walled  gardens.  The  environmental 
group  Common  Ground  says  that  one- 
third  of  Britain’s  orchards  have  been 
lost  since  I960,  and  that  Devon  has  lost 
90  per  cent  since  the  end  of  the  war. 
Some  two  thousand  types  of  eaters  and 
cookers,  plus  several  hundred  more 
cider  varieties,  are  still  being  grown 
but  most  are  very  locaL 

At  least  you  may  have  eaten  an 


English  Cox  yesterday.  If  not,  make 
sure  you  eat  one  today.  Many  people 
know  that  the  Coxes  crop  has  suffered 
from  bad  weather  this  year.  But  be- 
cause most  ripen  around  the  same  time, 
there  is  still  a surplus  on  the  market 
Good  apples  don't  keep  and  the  Coxes 
are  now  at  risk  unless  consumers  make 
a positive  decision  to  buy  those  which 
are  home-grown.  National  chauvinism 
is  in  general  to  be  deplored,  but  there  is 
nothing  wrong  in  proclaiming  loud  and 
clear  that  British  Apples  are  the  Best  in 
the  World.  It  is  tragic  that  Britain  is 
instead  now  the  second  largest  im- 
porter of  apples  in  the  world. 

Communities  are  being  urged  not  just 
to  buy  more  apples  but  to  plant  more 
trees.  Why  not  have  an  orchard  on  the 
local  common  or  a few  trees  in  the 
nature  park?  It  may  lead  to  small  boys 
scrumping,  but  compared  with  other 
pursuits  that  is  an  innocent  pastime 
these  days. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Annie  McGann’s 
plea  for  privacy 

LEN  GOULD  was  right  when 
he  said  there  were  no  mo- 
torbikes (Ihe  People  v Mr  R 
Greenslade,  October  20).  Paul 
tells  me  that  they  were  chased 
by  a Mini  Metro.  I am  sorry 
that  I gave  you  the  wrong  in- 
formation. The  public’s  right 
to  know  is  the  propaganda  slo- 
gan the  press  uses  to  justify 
publishing  violating  pictures 
of  people  who  do  not  consent 
and  are  humiliated  and  hurt 
by  them.  People's  lives  become 


public  property  because  the 
press  argues  that  the  public’s 
prudent  interest  has  more 
value  than  sexual  privacy  or 
personal  integrity. 

Now  there  is  a generation  of 
reporters  nurtured  on  this  cyn- 
ical ethic:  the  exposure  of  any- 
thing even  vaguely  sexually 
arousing.  Paul  McGann  walk- 
ing down  the  road  with  a wom- 
an Who  is  not  his  wife  appears 
to  be  sexually  amusing  to 
these  arrogant  voyeurs  who 
take  circumstantial  evidence 
and  change  it  into  hard  news. 
The  freedom,  of  the  press 
should  not  make  anyone  a 
prisoner  to  their  lies  and  innu- 
endo, their  specialised  form  of 
blackmail.  Their  freedom 
should  not  entitle  them  to  stalk 
and  intimidate,  bribe  and 
bully.  Their  freedom  is  there 
because  we  are  all  supposed  to 
he  five.  If  fee  press  are  at  your 
gate  you  are  not  free.  Nothing 
can  change  the  fact  that  my 
husband  did  not  leave  me  and 
go  off  with  another  woman  and 
that  it  was  wrong  of  journal- 
ists and  photographers  to  hunt 
me  and  my  children  and  door- 
step me  at  home.  They  made 
up  a story  around  a photo- 
graph they  bought  and  we 
have  to  live  through  the  public 
humiliation  and  the  scrutiny 
of  dirty  minds. 

When  my  husband  and  I 
were  married,  even  as  we  took 
our  vows,  there  was  a man  out- 
side the  church  ready  to  steal 
pictures  of  me  and  my  tiny 
children,  not  in  celebration, 
but  to  be  used  cynically  when- 
ever he  could  get  a price  for 
the  image-  Whoever  that  man 
was,  he  has  benefited  from  my 
violation;  he  owns  my  image 
not  me.  Why  have  I no  rights 
over  my  own  image?  Why  are 
they  allowed  to  try  and  bribe 
their  way  into  my  house  and 
lurk  about  In  the  street  out- 
side? Why  do  they  have  the 
right  to  do  that  and  I have  no 
rights  except  those  my  viola- 
tors deem  to  bestow  on  me? 

It  is  time  to  stop  tills  corpo- 
rate bullying  and  brutalisation 
of  the  public  consciousness. 
Hie  venal  ambitions  of  the  tab- 
loid press  override  everyone 
else's  rights  to  a private  side  to 
life.  No  one  is  exempt,  What 
wDl  you  do  if  they  come  fhr 
you?  Will  yon  come  out  of  the 
house  smiling  and  waving,  or 
wm  you  cower  and  flinch?  Will 
you  hide  like  I did  or  win  you 
fell  apart  and  be  taken  away  in 
an  ambulance?  Win  you  walk 
your  dog  self-consciously  along 
the  street  or  will  you  drive 
your  car  at  them?  You  don’t 
know  until  it  happens  to  you.  I 
am  the  mother  of  the  oldest 
boys  in  the  next  generation  of 
McCanns  and  I am  respected 
and  loved  by  my  dan.  These 
journalists  belittle  my  place  be- 
cause I am  not  famous  and  I am 
a woman.  I write  on  behalf  of 
victims  of  press  intrusion  and 
dedicate  this  letter  to  the  mem- 
ory of  Barry  from  the  Big  Issue, 
who  died  recently  having  been 
hounded  by  our  local  press.  At 
least  I have  a doorstep! 

Annie  McGann. 

Bristol 


A wet  note 

CONTRARY  to  your  foot- 
note to  Sir  Ranulph 
Fiennes'  article  (October  16). 
he  has  never  reached  the 
North  Pale  “by  land”.  The 
North  Pole  lies  in  the  Arctic 
Ocean.  It  is  reached  by  walk- 
ing on  water,  albeit  frozen 
water;  some  would  say  a mi- 
raculous achievement 
Fiona  McWmiam. 

London  W85DA. 


Gypsies  on  the  road 


AS  THE  trickle  of  refu- 
gees begins  to  arrive  on 
our  shores,  so  the  prob- 
lems facing  the  gypsies  of 
eastern  Europe  are  at  last 
being  reported  (Hard  Time 
for  the  Gypsies,  October  21). 
However,  such  coverage  has 
been  both  cynical  and  scepti- 
cal, with  some  reports  imply- 
ing they  are  here  only  for  the 
apparent  ease  of  obtaining 
benefits,  whilst  others  have 
concentrated  on  the  drain  on 
resources  such  appeals  for 
asylum  create. 

it  is  easy  to  forget  that 
gypsies  were  persecuted  by 
the  Nazis.  But  today,  through- 
out eastern  Europe,  particu- 
larly Slovakia,  the  Czech 
Republic  and  Romania, 
gypsies  are  being  openly  dis- 
criminated against,  by  indi- 
viduals and  the  state;  they  are 
forced  from  their  homes  and 
their  Jobs,  and  they  are  at- 
tacked in  the  street. 

If  we  are  to  be  a force  for 
good,  “a  beacon”  in  the  words 
of  the  Labour- Government 
then  the  Government  must 
exert  pressure  on.  these  states 
Immediately  to  protect  these 
people  and  to  prevent  this 
trickle  from  becoming  a flood. 
Ian  Stewart. 

125  OakhUl  Road, 

London  SW152QL.  - 

ON  THE  day  a Home 
Office  spokesman  says 
Slovak  gypsies  are  coming 


here  because  “the  asylum  and 
benefits  system  in  Britain  can 
be  abused’'  (a  comment  to 
curb  criticism  while  kicking 
them  out),  I read  officials 
have  also  visited  Steven  Spiel- 
berg's Sboah  Foundation 
(Millennium  dome  to  house 
film  of  people's  history,  Octo- 
ber 20)  to  help  millions  of  or- 
dinary Britons  record  their 
memories.  In  the  same  way 
Holocaust  survivors  once  did. 
for  depositing  in  the  Millen- 
nium Dome.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  have  a modified 
dome  bousing  the  persecuted 
of  the  present  rather  than  a 
facade  contemptuous  of  those 
from  the  past? 

Max  Hess. 

14  Keyes  Place, 

Folkestone. 

Kent  CT19  6NA. 

YOU  set  your  comparison 
of  benefit  rates  payable  in 
the  UK  and  Slovakia  in  con- 
text by  explaining  the  Slova- 
kian prices  for  a large  beer,  a 
tube  ticket  and -a  trip  to  the 
cinema.  Benefit  tourism  In- 
deed. More  meaningful  com- 
parisons for  poor  itinerant  or 
homeless  families  might  in- 
clude the  price  of  bread,  ap- 
ples. a burger-and-chips  meal, 
disposable  nappies,  use  of  a 
launderette,  and  a child’s 
winter  jacket 
Lynette  Domoney. 

44  Harborough  Read, 
Southampton  S015  2FY. 


>E  “Tide  of  gypsy  asylum- 
ebbs”  as  a “sud- 
den influx  of  . . . gypsies  left 
authorities . . . swamped”  (Oc- 
tober 20).  Is  this  the  kind  of 
journalism  we  can  expect 
now  even  of  the  Guardian? 
One  does  wonder  what  earlier 
tides  must  have  brought  Alex 
Bellos’s  forebears  to  these 
Anglo-Saxon  shores. 

Martha  Woerschlng. 

Dept  of  European  Studies, 
Loughborough  University. 

THE  moment,  the 

df  mppal  Im- 
migrants is  supposed  to  pay  a 
fine  of  £2,000,  but  in  many 
cases  even  this  derisory  fine 
is  uncollected. 

I suggest  a fine  of  £250,000 
per  illegal  immigrant  be  lev- 
ied on  the  carriers  to  force 
them  to  act  in  a responsible 
manner. 

Brian  Parr. 

Bottoms  Farm, 

Laycock, 

West  Yorks  BD22  0QD. 

THOSE  who  vociferously 
support  asylum  for  all 
and  sundry  should  offer  any 
surplus  accommodation  they 
have  to  these  gypsy  asylum- 
seekers,  thus  reducing  the 
pressure  on  accommodation 
and  schools  in  Dover. 

J V Royle. 

18  Torgonnack, 

By  Beauly, 

Inverness-shire  IV4  7AQ. 


Cambridge  is  in  a poor  state 


I NOTE  with  sadness  that  an- 
other Oxbridge  student  was 
found  dead  (Student  falls  to 
his  death.  October  21).  My  son 
went  up  to  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity at  the  same  time  as 
this  student  only  three  weeks 
ago.  I can  imagine  just  bow 
devastated  his  parents  feel. 

As  parents,  our  experience 
of  Cambridge  to  date  is  not 
Impressive.  My  sou's  college 
seems  geared  up  to  public 
school  students  who  are  used 
to  living  away  from  home. 
Fresher's  Week  was  nothing 
more  than  a recruitment 
scrum  for  university  clubs.  It 
made  no  concession  to  my  son 
who  has  an  outstanding  aca- 
demic performance,  but  at 
some  cost  to  his  social  confi- 
dence. A questionnaire  to 
parents  or  schools  would 
help,  together  with  an  effort 
in  the  first  few  weeks  of  term 
to  identify  vulnerable  stu- 
dents. If  Oxbridge  wants  more 
state  school  students  they 
need  to  make  more  effort 
Name  and  address  supplied. 

AS  A former  student  of 
Churchill  College,  Cam- 
bridge, I am  fascinated  by  its 
continued  efforts  to  attract 
people  from  state  schools.  It 


does  indeed  make  efforts  to 
persuade  state  school  stu- 
dents in  that  it  is  a modem, 
welcoming  college,  hence  my 
enrolment  there.  Unfortu- 
nately, such  an  impression  is 
far  removed  from  reality. 

There  is  no  point  in  Cam- 
bridge colleges  encouraging 
people  from  the  state  sector  to 
study  there  until  it  changes 
the  way  It  functions.  Many 
students  from  comprehen- 
sive find  the  study  routine, 
culture  and  lifestyle  of  Cam- 
bridge painfully  alienating. 
The  university  must  look  at 
every  aspect  of  its  operations 
if  it  is  to  attract  more  stu- 
dents from  less-privileged 
backgrounds.  Until  this  hap- 
pens, Cambridge  will  remain 
inaccessible  to  anyone  from  a 
non-eiite  school  background. 
Even  if  they  manage  to  gain 
entrance  to  it  they  will  still 
find  It  extremely  hard  to  pen- 
etrate the  snobbery  and  elit- 
ism. Anyone  from  a nan-priv- 
ileged background 

considering  going  to  a college 
like  Churchill  would  be  well 
advised  to  think  twice  before 
accepting. 

Andrew  BelL 
la  Steerforth  Street, 

London  SW18. 


A few  pennies  short  of  a Newton 

|N  REFERENCE  to  Mark 


Steel's  piece  Ob  EMU.  the 
Sun  and  the  Tory  party  have 
never  got  over  the  use  or  Cel- 
sius Instead  of  the  good  old 
English  Fahrenheit  ...  and 
will  fight  to  the  death  to  save 
our  pound.  But  when  degrees 
were  in  F.  a £ was  10  two-bobs 
or  florins  (from  Florence). 
The  pound's  symbol  shows  its 
derivation  from  the  pound 
weight  of  silver,  lb  from  the 
Roman  libra,  as  English  as 
the  Anglo-Saxons.  Indeed  we 
have  few  uniquely  English 
units.  Volts  is  French,  as  is 
amps,  although  watts  is  ... 


Scottish.  However  a watt  is  a 
volt  times  an  amp,  so  is  no 
more  British  than  the  royal 
family.  The  truly  English  unit 
is  a Newton,  but  this  was  in- 
troduced in  modern  times  by 
the  SI  system,  and  no  one 
sells  apples  in  Newtons,  even 
if  there  are  four  to  the  lb. 

(Dr)  I Milne. 

130  Church  Street 
Matlock,  Derbyshire  DE4  3BZ. 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  is 
supplied;  please  include  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit 
letters. 


Footnotes 

PAUL  Foot  asks  Richard 
Branson  not  to  write  to  the 
Guardian  to  apologise  for  the 
Virgin  North  West  train  ser- 
vice for  his  own  safety  (Octo- 
ber 20).  However,  as  a frequent 
traveller  to  Liverpool  from 
London,  1 would  ask  Richard 
Branson  to  explain  just  how 
and  when  his  train  service  is 
going  to  justify  the  price  of  a 
ticket  by  consistently  arriving 
at  the  stated  time.  Until  then,  if 
be  really  values  his  safety  he  is 
probably  better  advised  not  to 
catch  a Virgin  train. 

Peter  Scott. 

6 Kemslng  Road, 

London  SE100LL. 

At  a stroke  Professor  Bob 
/*Ryan  (Letters,  October  21) 
has  explained  why  the  world  is 
in  such  a mess.  Middle-aged 
men  like  Piers  Merchant  (who 
control  99  per  cent  of  it)  are 
simply  not  responsible  for 
their  actions.  The  sooner  these 
pitiable  creatures  are  removed 
from  positions  of  power  the 
better  for  all  of  us. 

Jill  AUbrooke. 

1 Patierdale  Close, 

Bromley,  Kent. 


A Country  Diary 


Standards  are 
dropping 

PETER  Preston  has  been 
around  long  enough  not  to 
expect  anything  better  when 
he  takes  the  standards  com- 
mittee to  task  (Standards 
committee  mocks  Yairness’, 
October  20).  Any  internal  in- 
quiry, be  it  doctors  on  doc- 
tors, police  on  police  and  even 
press  on  press,  will  lack  the 
impartiality  necessary  for  a 
fair  outcome.  But  still  ... 
when  it  comes  to  a parliamen- 
tary committee  what  do  I ex- 
pect? Well  something  better, 
much  better. 

(Dr)  E L Offer-man. 

11  Camden  Row, 

London  SE3  OQA. 

THE  headline  on  Michael 
White's  article  -about 
"spinning”  asserts  that  he 
“tells  the  inside  story  of  how 
the  Labour  machine  at  Mill-. 
hank  tried  — and  failed  — to 
tweak  news  stories  on  the 
Queen’s  trip,  legal  aid  and  the 
euro”  (Spinning  out  of  con- 
trol, October  21).  The  Mill- 
bank  operation  was  not  in- 
volved. These  - are  all 
government  matters,  not 
Labour  Party  responsibilities. 
Had  we  been  involved  there 
would  no  doubt  have  been  an 
outcry  about  politicisation  of 
the  government  machine. 
David  Hill. 

Chief  media  spokesperson. 

The  Labour  Party. 

150  Walworth  Road, 

London  SE171JT. 

SO  IT  seems  that  the 
Guardian,  that  implacable 
enemy  of  racial  and  sexual 
stereotyping,  has  no  qualms 
about  publishing  a tasteless 
and  unfunny  letter  about  “the 
average  football  fan”  (Letters, 
October  21).  Likening  us  to 
ruts,  for  God's  sake.  I suppose 
Mr  Hutton  was  attempting  a 
bit  of  amusing  whimsy,  but 
he  shouldn't  forget  that  other, 
more  serious  and  influential 
types  have  indeed  held  pretty 
much  this  view  of  us  in  the 
past  That  road,  in  case  he  has 
forgotten,  leads  to  Hillsbor- 
ough. Ah,  what’s  the  matter 
with  me,  can't  I take  a joke? 
Phil  Ramsden. 

43  Woodlands  Park  Road. 
London  N15. 

MARGARET  Banks  (Let- 
ters, October  21)  appears 
to  have  missed  the  point.  One 
of  the  purposes  of  a news- 
paper like  the  Guardian  is  to 
act  as  a critic  of  and  counter- 
balance to  the  government, 
rather  than  as  cheerleader. 
Or  would  she  rather  the 
Guardian  emulate  the 
People's  Daily  or  Pravda? 

Alan  Benfield. 

Nieuwe  Parklaan  155, 

2587  BS  Den  Haag.. 
Netherlands. 


BODMIN  MOOR;  Pools  in 
Redmoor  marsh  reflect  blue 
sky  as  the  strong  wind  clears 
rain  southwards,  away  from 
Grey  Mare  rock  and  beyond 
the  ctitter  of  Kilmar  Tor.  Wet 
boulders  shine  among  brown, 
rain-soaked  bracken  beneath 
Hawk's  and  Trewortha  tors 
and  patches  of  sun  race 
across  the  smooth  pastures  of 
North  Bowda,  silhouetting 
scattered  . Ruby  Reds  and 
glinting  on  a rick  of  black- 
baled  silage.  Beyond  the  east- 
ern edge  of  the  moor,  a patch- 
work  of  fields  extends  across 
the  Lynher,  Inny  and  Tamar 
valleys,  ground  tilled  for  win- 
ter com  scattered  amongst 
grass  in  this  predominantly 
stock-farming  area.  Up  here, 
on  expansive  East  Moor,  po- 
mes and  cattle  range  across 
rough  grazing  — bright  green 
turf  interspersed  with  shad- 
owed hummocks  of  flowering 
gorse  and  wisps  of  fading  mo* 
Unia.  On  the  highest  land  a 
dozen  golden  plovers  fly  low, 
wheeling  and  settling  on 
close-gra2ed  turf  scattered 
with  horse  mushrooms.  The 
private  common  is  bounded 
on  two  sides  by  the  dark  co- 


niferous plantations  of  E 
vana  and  SmaUaeoom 
downs.  A stockproof  wall  p 
tects  lower  in  bye  fieli 
mossy  lichened  stones 
curely  set  on  a broad  foun 
tion  of  granite  boulders,  re 
forced  on  top  with  stakes  a 
sheep  netting.  This  wii 
swept  upland  has  long  lx 
domesticated:  barely  dic^ 
ible  reeves  or  ancient  bom 
aries  cross  the  land,  pass! 
through  prehistoric  bum 
hut  circles  and  cairns;  sc 
tered  granite  blocks  show  e 
denceof  working,  split  in  i 
past  with  jiggers,  ham  me 
wedges  and  chisels,  -angti 
edges  marked  with  grow 
from  use  of  feather  and  fa 
Moorstone  was  once  an  i 
portant  source  of  buildl 
material,  used  tong  beft 
granite  quarrying  becai 
widespread  in  the  19th  a 
tury.  Scattered  surface  roc 
were  selected  and  dressed  ! 
specific  uses;  huge  bboltk 
laboriously  cleft  and  shap 
this  open,  isolated  lax 
scape,  then  hauled  away;  us 
for  walls,  gateposts,  drinki 
troughs  and  buildings. 
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Oz  is  up  a gum  tree 
and  out  on  a limb 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


p«»rr/  w *ne  American 
B^e«Sy  lSleagne  S^on 
/ ***" to  lend 

agrtons  and  eminent  histo- 
ry M^on  asked  the 
Mge.  “wonJd  yon  like  to 
comment  on  those  less  for- 
S^Snjembers  of  the  press 

who  suggest  your  book  fe 

somehow  less  worthy  just 
^caitee  it  is  peppered  with 
factual  errors?”  Irritably. 

SffJSBSSSSSSS* 

^aasascar 

evidence,  he  prodnced  a 
Saaday^ nines  book  review. 
•To  begin  to  get  the  flavour 
or  Johnson’s  ‘scholarship*  •• 
Robert  Sam  Anson! 
consider  *&•  telephone, 
which  he  informs  ns  was  in- 
vented by  Thomas  Edison.” 
well  consider  some 
of  Paul's  other  howlers 
shortly,  purely  to  dismiss 
their  relevance:  after  alL  if 
my  sane  and  rational  friend 
is  content  with  so  cavalier 
an  approach  to  facts,  itcan- 
not  afford  to  worry  the  rest 
ofns. 


IN  death,  Dodi  A1  Payed 
has  achieved  an  ambi- 
tion others  may  have 
held  for  him  in  life.  John 
Byrne  writes  from  Amar- 
antein  Portugal,  enclosing 
and  translating  a snippet 
from  O Publico  newspaper. 
“The  model  Kelly  Fisher,” 
begins  the  paragraph,  “ex- 
fiancee of  the  late  aristocrat 
Dodi  A1  Fayed  . . 


Mysteriously,  a 

stream  of  letters 
concerning  Oofy 
Wegg-Prosser  arrives  from 
Bulgaria.  “This  Oofy,”  be- 
gins a typical  example,  from 
a Mr  Nasco  Syrikov  of  Sofia, 
“what  does  he  look  like?” 
Iordan  Letchkov,  also  from 
Sofia,  has  a nimiiar  ques- 
tion. “Yonr  friend  Oofy 
Wegg-Prosser  becomes  a 
cult  here  with  ns.  Could  we 
not,  please,  have  a photo- 
graph?” Well,  gentlemen, 
and  all  yon  other  Oofy-lov- 
ingBulgars,  we  are  search- 
ing for  a snap  of  Mandy 
Mandalson’s  best  little 
helper,  bat  without  much 
luck.  Asked  to  supply  one,  a 
Cabinet  Office  spokesman 
replied:  “What  does  he  do? 
Oh  Christ,  does  he?  Hang 
on . . . No,  sorry,  there’s 
been  none  taken.  Can't  help. 
Bye.”  A small  reward  is  on 
offer  to  anyone  who  can 
lend  usa  snap  of  the  dear 
little  chap. 


IN  Bosnia,  communica- 
tions between  British 
and  non-British  peace- 
keepers has  been  troubled 
by  the  over-literal  use  of 
English.  Police  Magazine 
reports  an  exchange  be- 
tween a continental  officer 
and  a British  mechanic  at 
the  UN  motor  pool  in  Sara- 
jevo. “I  have  come  to  report 
that  my  car  will  not  start,” 
said  the  officer.  “Any  idea,” 
asked  the  mechanic,  “what 
the  problem  is?”  “Water  in 
the  carburettor.”  “Ah,  yon 
know  a bit  about  cars?” 
“No,”  said  the  officer,  “I 
know  nothing.  ” “Then 
what  makes  you  think  It’s 
water  in  the  carburettor?” 
“Because  the  car’s  in  the 


[Commenta^ 


Isabel 

Hilton 


WHEN  the  Common- 
wealth heads  of  gov- 
ernment convene  for 
their  meeting  in  Edinburgh 
this  week,  they  would  do  well 
to  do  a head  count.  It  is  the 
last  major  world  summit  be- 
fore the  climate  nhawg?  con- 
ference in  Kyoto  in  Decem- 
ber. If  the  Kyoto  conference 
falls  to  agree  binding  targets 
on  emissions  of  greenhouse 
gases,  there  is  a strong  likeli- 
hood that  three  of  the  54 
states  represented  in  Edin- 
burgh will  not  be  attending 
Commonwealth  heads  of  gov- 
ernment conferences  after  the 
year  2100  tor  tbe  simple 
reason  that  they  will  no 
longer  exist  on  present  pro- 
jections, with  a sea  level  rise 
of  95  centimetres,  they  would 
have  disappeared  under 
water. 

Tuvalu,  the  Maldives  and 
Kiribati  are  not  large  states, 
and  like  the  extinction  of 
minor  animat  species,  their 
disappearance  would  not  al- 
ter the  course  of  affhirs  far 
most  of  the  world.  But  that  is 
no  reason  to  let  them  go. 


Their  loss  would  be  at  least  a 
moral  watershed  and,  tor  the 
Commonwealth  that  prides  it- 
self an  being  a forum  where 
the  voice  of  the  small  state  is 
respected,  losing  three  of 
them  would  certainly  count 
as  carelessness.  In  addition  to 
those  three,  such  states  as 
Tonga.  Pakistan  and  Bangla- 
desh would  be  affected. 

Tbe  point  was  brought 
home  to  the  foreign  office 
minister,  Derek  Fatchett,  sis 
he  observed  to  his  audience  at 
the  Royal  Institute  of  Interna- 
tional Affairs  last  week,  when 
be  found  the  lobby  of  the  con- 
ference hotel  underwater 
when  he  attended  the  Pacific 
Forum  In  tbe  Cook  Islands 
last  month.  In  some  places  the 
consequences  of  climate 
change  feel  closer  than  in 
others,  but  there  should  he  no 
doubt  in  Edinburgh  that  it’s  a 
serious  issue  for  the  Com- : 
monwealth.  On  this  issue,  i 
Britain  Is,  for  once,  “on  mes- , 
sage".  The  UK  is  committed  1 
to  a 20  per  cent  reduction  in 
emission  of  carbon  dioxide  — 
the  main  greenhouse  — 
by  the  year  2005.  Britain  is 
well  aware,  too,  that  a strong 
message  on  emissions  from 
Edinburgh  would  make  a dif- 
ference in  Kyoto. 

The  challenge  at  Kyoto  is  to 
set  legally  binding  amiwinng 
targets  for  tbe  developed 
world,  a recognition  that  the 
1992  Earth  Summit  in  Rio  and 
the  non-binding  Climate  Con- 
vention it  produced  worked 
as  a declaration  of  intent,  but 


not  as  a blueprint  for  action. 
Not  only  will  the  targets  de- 
clared at  Rio  — to  reduce 
emissions  to  1990  level  by  the 
year  2000  — be  missed  by 
most  of  the  Rio  signatories, 
but  the  majority  win  have  in- 
creased their  emissions  by 
that  date.  In  tbe  US.  tbe 
world’s  biggest  single  pro- 
ducer of  emissions,  a fierce 
battle  is  underway  between 
President  Clinton,  who  has 
embraced  the  need  for  bind- 
ing targets,  and  Congress, 
under  pressure  from  the 
motor  industry  and  other 
heavyweight  players,  which 
passed  a resolution  saying 
that  nothing  should  be  agreed 
that  damages  the  US  econo- 
my. A strong  signal  from  the 
Commonwealth  would  be 
heard  In  the  US  and  would  1 
add  weight  to  the  British  case 
tor  action. 

It  would  be  a message,  too, 
that  straddled  the  North- 
South  divide,  one  of  the  fault 
lines  in  tbe  argument  about 
emissions  targets.  Given  that 
Britain  is  the  host  for  this 
year's  meeting  and  tbe 
speeches  by  Tony  Blair,  the 
Queen  and  Robin  Cook  will 
set  the  tone  in  Edinburgh,  it’s 
an  obvious  opportunity  to  set 
out  a strong  Commonwealth 
message.  But  the  problem  for 
those  Commonwealth  heads 
of  government  who  want  to 
send  a strong  message  to 
Kyoto,  is  that  it  is  one  of  the 
key  members  of  the  Common- 
wealth that  is  taking  the  most 
intransigent  position  on  di- 


mate  change  and  has,  so  for, 
shown  no  inclination  to 
change  its  mind, 

“Australia,”  as  one  British 
diplomat  observed,  “is  up  a 
tree  on  this  one."  Australia’s 
position  is  breathtaking  for 
its  intransigence.  Not  only  is 
Australia  a high  emitter  of 
greenhouse  gases,  she  has  so 
for  made  no  concessions  at  all 
to  the  search  for  a solution. 

To  the  extent  that  Australia 
has  a special  case  it  is  this: 
she  enjoys  cheap  energy, 
largely  from  coal  and  gas  and 
therefore  has  an  industrial 
sector  that  Is  largely  depen- 
dent on  it.  Her  immediate 
neighbours  in  Asia  would,  as 
developing  countries,  be  out- 
side tbe  convention  regime 
and  Australia  therefore 
would  risk  a major  loss  of  in- 
vestment to  them  If  her  ener- 
gy costs  rose.  The  cost  to  Aus- 
tralia of  adjusting  to  any 
climate  change  regime  would 

therefore  be  disproportion- 
ately high,  and  she  ought  to 
enjoy  a special  licence  to  In- 


Australia  is  a high 
emitter  of 
greenhouse 
gases,  and  has  so 
far  made  no 
concessions  at  all 


crease  her  emissions  while 
other  industrialised  countries 
reduce  theirs. 

This  case  has  won  strik- 
ingly little  support,  even  from 
such  countries  as  Japan 
which  could  also  indulge  in 
special  pleading  but  which 
has,  instead  , accepted  the 
need  tor  targets.  Australia’s 
critics  suspect  that  her  real 
problem  is  not  so  much  that 
her  economy  would  suffer 
from  a climate-change  regime 
— the  government  figures  are 
disputed  by  many  eminent 


Australian  economists  — but 
that  the  coal  industry  would, 
suffer,  and  that  is  politically 
sensitive  for  a Labour 
Government 

The  Australian  case  is 
based  on  a study  largely 
funded  by  the  off  and  coal 
giant  BHP  and  ARCO, 
prompting  the  Australian 
Commonwealth  Foundation 
to  complain  to  tbe  Common- 
wealth Ombudsman  that  the 
government  was  allowing  in- 
dustry to  pay  for  government 

policy.  IS  it  coincidence  then 
that,  as  Greenpeace  points 
out,  that  one  of  the  worlds 
sunniest  countries  shows  no 
interest  In  developing  sofor- 
energy?  Australia  has  only 
ten  solar  homes;  Japan  plans 
to  have  70,000  by  the  year 
2,000  and  the  US  is  aiming  at 
one  million  by  2010. 

The  science  of  climate 
rhnngg  is  now  scarcely  in  dis- 
pute. The  search  for  accept- 
able action  is  both  a scientific 
and  a political  process  in 
which  it  is  clear  that  an  ap- 
peal to  self-sacrifice  is  the 
strategy  least  likely  to  sue- ' 
ceed.  The  trick  at  Kyoto  will 
be  to  agree  on  ways  of  reduc- 
ing emissions  that  can  be  sold 
to  rmHnnai  electorates  who  ! 
want  to  be  virtuous  but  do  not 
want  to  suffer  too  much  for 
their  virtue.  This  is  no  longer  i 
regarded  as  impossible:  ener- 
gy efficiency  offers  benefits  in 

itself. 

But  the  lesson  tbe  Austra- 
lian government  has 
apparently  yet  to  learn  is  that 
the  interests  of  the  nartnna? 
electorate  are  not  the  same  as 
the  narrow  interests  of  one 
industrial  lobby,  however 
powerful  If  progress  towards 
a real  climate  convention 
requires  President  Clinton  to 
stand  op  to  the  motor  indus- 
try, it  also  requires  the  Aus- 
tralian coal  industry  to  face 
reality.  If  Robin  Cook  and 
Tony  Blair  are  serious  about 
their  publicly  stated  position, 
that  is  what  they  wfQ  be  tell- 
ing their  Australian  counter- 
parts in  Edinburgh. 


Just  when  we 
thought  Marx 
was  dead  . . . 


at  Bros 


stroke. 


workfo 


Pearson,  tbe  then  chief  execu- 
tive tf  the  new  Kient  and  Can- 
terbury Hospitals  Trust  In- 
tended to  turn  his  own 
Into  a flagship  of  the 
new  competitive  market  and  it 
appears  he  did  not  want  to  lose 
fee-generating  services. 

Xn  1995,  he  commissioned  a 
second  report  from  two  out- 
side experts  and  his  own  direc- 
tor tfpalhology.  lt  is  a.  remark- 
able document 
Op  the  one  band  it  identified 
numerous  problems  at  Canter- 


bury. On  toe  other  hand  it 
suggested  that  this  hospital 
should  be  turned  into  a “cen- 
tre of  excellence"  and  “com- 
pete to  the  market  place  for 
pathology  services  performed 
by  the  other  trusts”. 

This  entrepreneurial  plan  i 
involved  a large  Investment 
and  building  a new  laboratory.  ! 
It  was  only  delayed  by  the  : 
announcement  in  February 
1996  that,  because  of  the  dis- 
covery of  faulty  results,  they 
were  at  tbe  centre  of  the  big- . 


gest  ever  rescreening  exercise 
in  NHS  history. 

At  about  the  same  Hmp,  in 
an  attempt  to  instill  some 
order,  the  over-riding  body, 
the  East  Kent  Health  Author- 
ity, set  up  a pathology  services 
review  panel  with  members 
from  each  of  the  Trusts.  David 
Reardon,  then  pathology  ser- 
vices manager  for  Thanet,  was 
asked  to  join.  But  he  was  ap- 
palled by  what  he  found.  “The 
review  was  paralysed  by  ‘in- 
fighting’ between  the  trusts.” 


4 


already  issued  a directive  to 
tbe  National  Health  Service  to 
rein  in  the  internal  market, 
although  they  are  not  yet  pre- 
pared to  dismantle  it  But  the 
Kfrnt  screening  scandal  shows 
only  too  well  how  an  internal 
market  run  by  hospital  chiefs 
Is  not  compatible  with  a prop- 
erty coordinated  and  planned 
health  system. 

Paul  Lashmar  was  producer  of  a 
Channel  4 Dispatches 
Investigation  Into  screening 
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Naughty  nights  for  the  Tories 


r»  n 


Julian  Critchley 


I HAVE  received  an  Invita- 
tion to  an  hotel  in  East- 
bourne in  order  that  I 
might  “bond”  with  my  fel- 
low Tory  MBs-  It  kas 
clearly  not  yet  dawned 
upon  Conservative  Central 

Office  that  I am  no  longer  a 

member  of  the  1922 
Committee.  , . 

I am  not  sure  that  a nmn- 
bi^ak  in  Eastbourne  in  late 
October,  sheltered  al- 
though the  town  is  by 
Beachy  Head,  has  much  to 

commend  it.  What  is  worse, 

the  whole  hotel  has  been 
taken  over  by  “King  Billy 


Blague,  elected  last  June 
our  Leader  by  92  votes,  on 
behalf  of  the  165  Tory  MPs 
. who  survived  the  May 
Massacre. 

Its  apparent  purpose  is  to 
“bond”  us  Tories,  and  by  so 
doing  change  all  quarrel- . 
some  rabble  into  a band  of 1 
brothers.  This  is  to  be 
achieved  in  much  the  same 
way  as  “with  it”  parsons  of 
the  Church  of  England  in- 
sist upon  members  of  their 
congregation  kissing  one 
another.  I can  only  hope 
that  despite  news  to  the 
emtrary  I am  seated  next 
to  Mrs  Virginia  Bottomley. 

We  have  become,  thanks 
to  Archie  Norman  of  Asda, 
the  “happy  clappy”  party.  I 
think  it  will  take  more  than 
three  meals  of  steak,  chips 
mud  peas  to  heal  the  div- 
isions that  have  rent  our 
party  ever  since  the  young 
Mrs  Thatcher  ffeE  under  the 
spell  of  Sir  Alfred 
Sherman.  ' 

We  are  divided  not  sim- 
ply between  One  Nation 


Tories  and  Lord  Tebbit  of 
Chingford,  but  between 
those  of  ns  who  favour 
European  integration  and 
those  who  regard  all  for- 
eigners with  suspicion.  And 
there  are  those  of  us  who 
were  sorry  for  John  Major, 
and  many  others  (now  in 
the  shadow  cabinet)  who 
did  their  damnedest  to 
undermine  his  authority. 
As  one  half  of  the  party 
blames  tin»  other  half  for 
our  defeat  last  May,  1 fear 
our  wwah  win  be  taken 
largely  in  silence. 

Mr  Michael  Hesettine  has 
sent  his  regrets.  He  is 
otherwise  engaged  in  en- 
larging his  arboretum  to  in- 
clude all  the  country  be- 
tween Oxford  and 
Northampton.  Mr  Nicholas 
Soames,  fearful  lest  he  find 
himself  next  to  “Mother” 
Teresa  Gorman  at  some  ser- 
vice, has  left  for  Scotland  in 
order  to  slaughter  birds. 
The  lessons  will  be  read  by 
Mr  Tan  Duncan  Smith  and 
Mr  John  Townend.  I will 


not  be  a bit  surprised  to 
find  other  distinguished 
absentees. 

Among  them  will  be  Mr 
Kenneth  Clarke  who  will  be 
unveiling  a statue,  to  DH 
Lawrence  to  his  Notting- 
ham constituency. 

No  doubt  Mr  Alan  Clark 
will  quit  Saltwood  Castle 
for  a short  drive  in  one  of 
his  16  motor  cars  along  the 
coast  to  Eastbourne.  The 
claret  <1  suspect  the  hotel 
could  be  a temperance  one 
out  of  respect  for  the  preju- 
dices of  Sir  Teddy  Taylor) 
will  cost  a good  deal  less 
than  the  £100  a bottle, 
which  Claris  Of  Ms  diary  is 
to  believed)  thinks  is  the 
minimum  price  payable  for 
a half-way  decent  bottle. 
Clark  will  attend,  notebook 
in  hand,  ready  to  record  the 
goings-on  in  his  next  diary. 

MR  ALAN  DUNCAN 
will  be  responsible 
for  the  sleeping  ar- 
rangements. lions  will  be 
obliged  to  lie  down  with 
lambs.  Only  Mr  William 
Cash  will  be  given  a room 
on  his  own.  Fraternity  has 
its  limits.  “Bonding”  can  be 
carried  too  far  .So  1 wrote  a 


polite  note  of  refusal  to 
Lord  Parkinson,  to  whose 
Sunset  House  in  Peaceha- 
ven  I shall  no  doubt  eventu- 
ally retire. 

My  real  reason  is  fear  of 
the  tabloid  press.  What  if  I 
am  asked  to  share  a suite 
with  Mrs  Gorman?  The 
roam-might  well  be  bugged 
with  listening  devices,  and 
the  mirrors  would  all  be 
exclusively  two-way.  I can- 
not afford  a scandal  at  my 
time  of  life. 

The  Connell  of  East- 
bourne ranks  among  the 
most  foolish  experiments 
ever  devised  by  a demoral- 
ised TOry  party.  Now  that 
MPs  are  to  be  obliged  to 
carry  pagers  on  which  the 
Chief  Whip  will  broadcast 
the  command  “cheer”  on 
the  arrival  in  the  chamber 
of  Mr  Michael  Howard,  I no 
longer  regret  my  decision 
not  to  stand  for  Aldershot 
at  the  last  election. 

Sir  Hugh  Monro  Lucas 
Tooth,  the  archetypal 
knight  of  the  shire,  must  be 
turning  in  his  grave. 

Sir  Julian  Critchley,  a 
Conservative  MR  for  31  years,  is 
now  a free  man 


Martin  Walker 

A SPECTRE  is  haunting 
Europe.  And  oddly 
enough,  it  is  the  same 
one  that  Karl  Mars  described 
when  he  wrote  those  opening 
words  to  the  Communist 
manifesto  almost  150  years 
ago.  In  every  government  cri- 
sis In  Europe,  the  Commu- 
nists have  been  playing  the 
crucial  role. 

hi  the  Russian  Duma,  the 
Communists  are  leading  the 
charge  against  Boris  Yeltsin's 
vital  budget,  to  France,  as 
junior  partners  in  Lionel  Jo- 
spin's coalition  government, 
the  Communists  are  Hattiing 
to  hold  the  government  to  its 
electoral  promise  to  tackle 
unemployment  by  moving  to 
a 35-hour  week  and  sharing 
out  toe  available  work. 

In  Italy,  the  refusal  of 
reformed.  Communists  to  sup- 
port the  Latest  round  of  wel- 
fare and  pension  cuts  forced 
toe  resignation  of  toe  centre 
left  government  of  Romano 
Prodi  and  cast  again  into 
question  Italy’s  ability  to 
qualify  for  European  Mone- 
tary Union. 

In  each  of  these  battles,  toe 
Communists  face  tactical  de- 
feat which  may  disguise  a 
strategic  victory.  In  France 
and  in  Italy,  the  Communists 
are  carrying  their  point  gain- 
ing a slow  and  consensual 
shift  to  a shorter  working 
week  over  the  next  four 
years.  But  the  price  was  high. 
In  Italy  the  majority  political 
consensus  to  meet  the  condi- 
tions for  EMU  crushed  the 
Communist  revolt 
Fansto  Ber tinotti,  toe  only 
slightly-reformed  Italian 
Communist  leader,  misjudged 
the  public  mood.  Last  week  in 
Assissi,  plumb  in  the  ’Ted 
belt”  of  the  party's  heartland, 
he  was  booed  by  the  crowds 
as  he  toured  the  earthquake 
ruins.  The  Italian  press  are 
already  pronouncing  his  par- 
ty’s political  obituary,  in 
terms  akin  to  toe  way  the 
British  media  concluded  that 
Arthur  Scargjll’s  failed  gam- 
ble of  the  miners’  strike  sig- 
nalled the  last  rites  of  the 
British  left. 

Although  the  old  Commu- 
nists tf  France  and  Italy,  with 
less  than  10  per  cent  of  the 
electoral  vote,  do  not  have  the 
Industrial  muscle  to  mount  a 
serious  strike,  there  is  a 
parallel  between  their  and  the 
Russian  Communists*  stand 
against  the  free  market  tide 
and  Scargill’s  last  Quixotic 
charge  against  Thatcherism. 
The  budgetary  austerity  and 
“reform"  of  the  traditional 
welfare  state  which  are  now 
being  imposed  to  let  Italy. 
France  and  Germany  meet 
the  financial  qualifications 


for  the  euro  represent  a form 
of  Thatcherism  by  stealth. 

The  astonishing  feature  of 
this  process  is  how  badly  toe 
demoralised  -old  structures 
and  parties  of  the  European 
left  are  tackling  what  should 
in  theory  be  their  opportu- 
nity. Mass  unemployment  in 
Germany  and  France  go  hand 
in  hand  with  a wild  stockmar- 
ket  boom.  Inflation  appears 
tamed,  but  the  real  incomes  of 
most  Europeans  have  been 
stagnant  or  declining  while 
corporate  profits  and  stock 
prices  have  been  soaring.  But 
the  trade  unions  are  cowed, 
and  the  traditional  parties  of 
the  social  democratic  left  are 
Blairing  their  way  to  a cen- 
trist accomodation  with  this 
new  balance  of  socio-eco- 
nomic power. 

“I  think  when  historians 
look  back  at  the  last  quarter 

of  the  20th  century,  toe  shift 
from  labour  to  capital,  the 
almost  unprecedented  shift  of 
money  and  power  up  the  in- 
come pyramid,  is  going  to  be 
their  number  one  focus,"  says 
Alan  Blinder,  the  liberal  aca- 
demic economist  from  Prince- 
ton who  sat  on  toe  board  of 
the  US  Federal  Reserve.  He 
thinks  that  the  US  and  much 
of  the  rest  of  the  developed 
world  have  seen  an  historic 
and  strategic  victory  for  capi- 
tal over  labour  in  our  own 
societies,  a domestic  echo  of 
the  defeat  of  toe  Soviet  Union 
in  the  cold  war. 

Yet  that  defeat  should  have 
helped  the  left,  freeing  it  from 
toe  unhappy  guilt  by  associa- 
tion with  the  Soviet  state  to 
wage  the  new  campaign 
against  the  unemployment 
the  depressed  wages  and  the 
welfare  cuts  that  come  with 
globalisation. 

IT  may  be  that  the  antique 
Communist  parties  of 
France  and  Italy  are  toe 
wrong  vehicles  to  meet  this 
opportunity.  It  may  that  Ita- 
ly’s Fausto  Bertinotti  is 
wrong  to  struggle  against 
what  he  calls  "toe  creeping 
hegemony"  of  Blair-style  cen- 
trism. Perhaps  toe  political 
landscape  has  been  so  utterly 
changed  that  it  now  makes 
sense  for  toe  British  opposi- 
tion to  European  Monetary 
Union  to  be  driven  from  toe 
right  Possibly  the  Commu- 
nist spectre  that  has  been 
haunting  Europe  is  just  histo- 
ry’s echo,  the  last  stand  of  a 
vanquished  force  with  no 
future. 

But  it  would  be  unwise  to 
hail  Francis  Fukuyama's 
"end  of  history"  and  forget 
about  Karl  Marx,  after  a week 
of  manic  trans-European 
mergers  that  recall  his  predic- 
tions about  capitalism's  drive 
to  monopoly.  It  also  seems 
premature  to  hall,  capital- 
ism’s global  triumph  as  Ja- 
pan’s five-year  stall  goes  on. 
South-east  Asian  currencies 
implode  and  Europe  looks  for 
work.  Tbe  old  Communists 
may  be  losing  a tactical 
battle,  but  the  Marxist  spectre 
of  the  struggle  between  capi- 
tal and  labour  that  called 
them  Into  life  has  not  been 
laid  to  rest 
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PILAR  Mird,  who 
has  died  of  a heart 
attack  aged  57.  was 
a crucial  and  con- 
troversial figure  in 
the  Spanish  film  and  televi- 
sion worlds  of  the  post-Franco 
era.  A woman  of  fragile  fea- 
.tures,  she  was  one  of  those 
unique  human  beings  capable 
of  shaping  the  society  in 
which  she  lived,  of  transform- 
ing the  history  of  her  country. 
She  pioneered  and  succeeded 
in  a profession  not  open  to 
many  women  in  her  time  and 
possessed  a steely  determina- 
tion. an  obstinate  drive  and  a 
vision  that  conquered  any 
obstacles. 

Aside  from  her  consider- 
able legacy  as  an  artist,  in- 
cluding directing  operas  and 
theatre.  Mird  was  also  a polit- 
ical person.  She  worked  as 
image  consultant  for  Felipe 
Gonzalez  in  the  1981  political 
campaign  that  would  take 
him  and  the  PSOE  (Spanish 
Socialist  Party)  to  power.  Be- 
tween 1982  and  1986  she  was  i 
director  of  the  Spanish  Film  , 
Institute,  a key  job  within  the 
Ministry  of  Culture.  During 
this  time  she  passed  the  so 
called  “Miro  Law”,  a package 
of  advance  subsidies  and  sup- 
port to  both  the  creative  and 
industrial  aspects  of  film 
making,  as  well  as  propelling 
the  promotion  of  Spanish  cin- 
ema abroad  by  backing  then 
little  known  filmmakers  such 
as  Pedro  Almodovar  and  Fer- 
nando Trueba.  The  logo  cur- 
rently used  by  the  Spanish 
Film  Institute  is  still  the  one 
conceived  by  her. 

In  1986  she  became  director 
general  of  TVE  (Spain's  BBC). 
Her  bold  and  Imaginative  di- 
rection of  a major  television 
station  earned  her  some  un- 
popularity and  — amid 
rumours  of  political  intrigue 
— she  resigned  in  early  1989. 
She  was  indicted  and  put  on 
trial  for  misuse  of  public 
funds.  Although  she  was 
eventually  cleared  of  the 
charges,  the  affair  became 
one  of  the  darkest  and  dirtiest 
cases  of  character  assassina- 
tion in  recent  Spanish  cul- 
tural life. 

Both  of  her  political  ap- 
pointments made  her  a con- 
troversial public  persona,  but 
earned  her  the  enormous 
respect  of  her  fellow  artists. 


In  October  1989,  in  her  first 
public  appearance  after  her 
resignation,  she  attended  a 
retrospective  of  her  work  at 
the  National  Film  Theatre 
and  gave  -a  Guardian 
Interview. 

Pilar  Mir6  was  born  into  a 
strict  family  in  post  civil-war 
Madrid.  After  the  inevitable  > 
convent  education,  she  went 
on  to  study  law  and  journal- 1 
Ism.  In  1960  she  graduated  as 
a scriptwriter  from  the  offi- 
cial Madrid  film  school, 
where  her  teachers  included 
Carlos  Saura.  After  a long  ap- 
prenticeship in  Spanish  tele- 
vision she  became  a leading 
director  of  dramatic  pro- 
grammes, with  more  than  300 
i to  her  credit  --  tackling 
authors  from  Bernard  Shaw 
to  Dostoievsky. 

Her  first  feature  film  The 
Engagement  Party  (La  Ped- 
ctdn),  inspired  by  a Zola  short 
story,  was  shot  in  1976.  It  was 
banned  by  the  censors, 
shocked  by  a sex  scene  in 
which  a man  dies.  Her  nest 
film.  The  Cuenca  Crime  (El 
Crimen  de  Cuenca),  made  in 
1979,  embroiled  Miro  in  even 
greater  controversy.  The  film 
— based  on  a true  case  — is 
an  accomplished  dissection  of 
a miscarriage  of  justice  in- 
volving torture  perpetrated 
by  the  Spanish  Civil  Guard. 
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SIR  Gilbert  Longden. 
who  has  died  aged  95, 
had  a sardonic  sense 
of  humour,  so  he  ac- 
cepted that  anyone  marking 
his  card  might  write  “Greasy 
Pole  Climber,  FaBed.”  He  be- 
longed to  the  distinguished 
“class  of  1950”  comprising 
Tory  ex-officers  who  won 
seats  after  the  1945  Labour 
wave.  He  held  South- 
west Hertfordshire  for  24 
years. 

He  was  the  third  of  that 
rfsure  to  join  the  seminal  One 
Nation  Group,  co-authoring 
its  pamphlets:  One  Nation, 
Change  is  Our  Ally  and  A Res- 
ponsible Society.  All  the 
others  — Enoch  Powell.  Ed- 
ward Heath,  Iain  Macleod, 
Robert  Carr.  Angus  Maude, 
Reginald  Mautfling  and  Cuth- 
bert  Alport  — won  ministe- 
rial posts  at  least  He  had  to 
be  satisfied  with  becoming  a 
delegate  to  the  Council  of 
Europe  and  the  United 
Nations;  and  chairman  of  the 
British  Atlantic  committee, 
the  Conservative  Group  fbr 
Europe,  and  vice  chairman  of 
die  British  Council. 

He  never  seemed  to  resent 
seeing  others  climb  above 
him-  A convivial  lunch  com- 
panion. he  observed  the  opin- 
ions and  promotions  of  his 
former  backbench  colleagues 
without  bitterness.  They  were 
In  any  rase  mostly  at  least  a 
dozen  years  younger. 

He  was  bora  in  Durham, 
qualified  as  a solicitor  in  1327 
and  became  company  secre- 
tary to  Imperial  Chemical  In- 
dustries in  India  in  1930. 
while  the  high-fliers  who 
were  to  overtake  him  were 
still  at  school.  The  war  homo- 
geneised  them  as  a Tory- 
minded  officer  class  — he  was 
rwiind  up  in  die  Durham 
Light  infantry,  served  with 
the  frnfl  and  36th  Division  in 
the  Burma  Campaign,  and 
won  a military  MBE. 

It  was  difficult  to  work  out 
why  intelligent,  cultured, 
and  well-edacated  (Hailey- 
bury,  Emanuel  College.  Cam- 
bridge. University  of  Paris) 
political  animal  so  often 
failed  to  keep  up  with  his  col- 
leagues. It  may  have  been  a 
tendency  for  stepping  on  the 
toes  of  his  leaders.  When 
Major  Longden  was  en  route 
from  Mandalay  to  fight  the 
hopeless  seat  of  Morpeth  In 
1945.  he  stopped  off  to  inter- 
view nandht  who  warned 
him  that  Britain  could  only 
make  its  peace  with  India  if  it 
were  accorded  dominion 
status,  like  Canada.  Tins  was 
hardly  something  to  tell  his 
then  leader,  Winston  Chur- 


THEY  succeeded  in 
banning  the  nim  for 
two  years  and  put 
Miro  through  a civil 
and  military  trial 

Eventually  released  in  1981. 
the  film  became  the  top  box  | 
office  hit  of  the  year  and  gave 
her  the  respect  and  recognl- ; 
tion  of  the  international  film 
community. 

Her  personal  plight  in  deal- 
ing with  the  emotional  and 
physical  effects  of  illness  (she 
twice  underwent  open-heart 
surgery)  were  reflected  in  her 
next  film  Gory  Cooper,  Who 
Art  in  Heaoen  (Gary  Cooper, 
que  estas  en  los  delas).  In  1991 
she  came  to  Scarborough  to 
make  Prince  of  Shadows  (Bei- 
tenebros ) with  a cast  lead  by 
Terence  Stamp  and  Patsy 
Kens  it.  After  a more  personal 
and  lyrical  offering.  The  Bird 
qf  Happiness  (El  Pdjaro  de  la 
Peliddad),  she  directed  her 
last  film.  The  Dog  in  the  Man- 
ger (El  Perro  del  Hortelano). 


Miro. . .twice  during  her  career  she  was  tried,  and  cleared,  by  the  Spanish  courts 


another  box  office  hit  Based 
on  the  Lope  de  Vega  play  and 
shot  in  verse,  the  film  is  a 
milestone  in  Spanish  cinema. 
“If  the  British  can  make  suc- 
cessful film  adaptations  of 
Shakespeare,  why  can’t  we  do 
the  same  with  our  literary 
heritage.”  she  said. 

With  ravishing,  primary- 
coloured  costumes.  Portu- 
guese azulgjo  (blue  and  white 
tile)  mise-en-scenes,  and  the 
radiant  beauty  of  Emma 
Suarez,  one  of  Spain's  leading 
young  actresses,  the  film 
scooped  prizes  in  many 
countries.  Its  focus  on  female 
subjectivity  was  consistent 
with  Miro’s  career-long  inter- 


est in  recording  chapping  1 
place  of  women  in  Spain  over 
the  last  20  years.  She 
received  many  international 
awards  for  her  work,  includ- 
ing a Golden  Bear  at  the  Ber- 
lin Film  Festival  for  Prince  qf 
Shadows,  and  a Goya  (Span- 
ish Oscar)  fbr  Dog  in  the  Man- 
ger. At  the  time  of  her  death 
she  was  working  on  an  adap- 
tation of  Strindberg’s  Miss 
JuUe. 

One  of  her  last  assignments 
was  to  direct  the  television 
transmission  of  the  wedding 
of  the  Infanta  Cristina  de  Bor- 
bon  an/)  inaM  Driangarin 
From  Barcelona’s  cathedral, 
armed  with  160  cameras,  she 


reached  an  audience  of  L000 
million  people.  The  news  of 
her  death  sent  a shock  wave 
through  cultural  and  political 
circles  of  Spanish  life  and  her 
fhneral  was  attended  by  the 
Ring  and  Queen  of  Spain.  Her 
struggle  against  cardiac  Al- 
ness was  mirrored  by  her 
struggle  against  grey  bureau- 
crats and  politicians  whose 
mediocrity  could  not  match 
her  brilliant  intelligence.  - - 
She  is  survived  by  one  son.  | 

Rosa  Bosch 

Pilar  M ir6  Romero,  film  and  tele- 
vision director,  bom  April  20, 
1940;  died  October  19, 1997 


chffl.  who  despised  Gandhi  as 
a “naked  little  fakir”  whose 
aspirations  should  he  fought 
to  the  bitter  end. 

1/wtgriP.n  was  as  cavalier 
with  Harold  Macmillan.  After 
the  1962  “July  massacre 
when  Macmillan  sacked 
seven  of  his  cabinet  minis- 
ters. Longden  congratulated 
him  sarcastically  in  the  Com- 
mons on  "having  kept  his 
head  while  aH  around  him 
were  losing  theirs.”  Always  a 
liberal  internationalist,  he 
seemed  to  deviate  at  just  the 
wrong  time.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  supporters 
of  Anthony  Eden’s  1956  inva- 
sion of  Egypt.  He  berated 
“craven”  Labour  leader  Hugh 
Gaxtskell  and  his  party  for 
crying  “my  country  it  always 
wrong.”  He  just  as  loyally- 
backed  Macmillan's  with- 
drawal from  Egypt  under 
American  pressure. 

HE  WAS  sent  as  a Brit- 
ish delegate  to  the 
Council  of  Eurupe 
and  the  UN.  On  his 
return,  he  became  vice  chair- 
man «Tld  later  chairman  of 
the  Conservative  MPs*  for- 
eign affn}m  committee.  His 
appointments  were  not  al- 
ways as  boring  as  they  sound. 
When  helping  to  investigate 
student  unrest  in  1969  for  the 
select  committee  on  educa- 
tion, be  and  four  colleagues 
had  to  flee  from  Essex  Univer- 
sity student  militants  shout- 
ing “fascist  pigs”  at  the  MPs. 

In  his  desire  to  win  official 
favour,  he  could  sometimes 
serai  to  be  trading  in  his  prin- 
ciples. Never  a supporter  of  j 
apartheid,  he  tried,  together 
with  Cuthbert  Alport  and  | 
Bernard  Braine,  to  water  j 
down  a 1960  anti-apartheid  | 


Longden. . . 
a tendency 
to  step  on 
the  toes  of 
has  leaders 


resolution  put  down  by  the 
then  Labour  MP  John  Stone- . 
house.  They  were  concerned 
about  offending  the  South. 
African  government  and  mak- 
ing more  difficult  file  British 
government's  effort  to  setup  ■ 
a Central  African  Federation. 
Ia  the  end  they  were  forced  to 
back  down  after  a rebefiicai 
by  fellow  Conservatives;, 
whose  support  they  expected;  - 

On  one  occasion  he  rescued 
Harold  Wilson  from  has  left- 
wing  critics  by  waxing  enthu- 
siastic about  the  Amerwana 
in  Vietnam,  “who  were  fight-  , 
ing  our  battle”  and  ‘‘were  a^- 
tiflori  to  our  moral  support  t 
He  blamed  US  difficulties  on 
“quisling  senators"  and  the 
treacherous  media,  especially 
the  New  York  Times. 

He  stepped  down  as  an  MP 
in  1974,  aged  72,  but  never 
gave  up  his  political  enthusi- 
asms. Fbr  at  least  a decade, 
one  still  encountered  him  go-™ 
ing  to  or  from  some  Tory  dSs- . 
cussion  group  around  West- 
minster. Then  his 

contributions  tended -to  corn  ' 
centrate  on  letters  to  national 
newspapers.  In  one,  after  Ian 
Paisley  had  described  North- 
ern Ireland  as  “oar  country," 
he  asked:  “Should  a referen- 
dum disclose  that  a majority 
of  them  support  the  wrecking 
policies  of  their  local  leaders, 
why  not  let  them  have  North- 
ern Ireland?" 

Although  he  turned  up  to 
celebrate  Barbara  Cartland’s 
damehood  and  500th  book,  he 
was  a lifelong  bachelor  and 
left  no  family. 

Andrew  Roth 

Sir  Gilbert  James  Moriey  Long- 
den, politician,  bom  April  16..- 
1902;  died  October  16  1997  - 
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WHEN  the  people 
you  love  particu- 
larly well  die,  it  Is 
extraordinarily 
difficult  to  find  words  to  de- 
scribe what,  you  feel.  Not  just 
because  words  are  inade- 
quate In  the  free  of  death,  but 
because  the  very  reason  you 
loved  them  was  that  their 
personalities  were  not  such 
as  lend  themselves  easily  to 
the  expected,  the  orthodox 
and  respectable  funeral 
oration.  • 

It  may  be  simple  enough  to 
wax  eloquent  on  the  achieve- 
ments of  captains  of  indus- 
try. politicians,  pop  stars  and 
people  in  the  public  eye  — | 
although  Deirdre  Redgrave. ; 
who  has  died  aged  58,  might 
well  have  remarked  that  it's 
uncomfortable  for  the  public 
to  have  something  In  its  eye 
— but  it  Is  difficult  trying  to 
explain  without  hyperbole 
just  what  somebody  was  like: 
often  because  they  were  quite 
unlike  anyone  else. 

Deirdre  Hamilton-HOl  was 
the  daughter  of  a naval  offi- 
cer and  spent  her  earliest 
years  in  Hampshire.  After 
the  war  she  was  educated  at 
convents  in  Malta  — where 
her  father  was  then  working 
— and  later  in  Grenoble  and 
Rome.  Her  frmlly  was  Anglo- 
Irish  upper-class,  a fact 
which  she  found  totally  Irrel- 
evant and  of  no  interest  to 
anyone.  In  1961  she  met  the 
actor  and  future  Workers 
Revolutionary  Party  activist 
Corin  Redgrave.  She  married 
him  the  following  year,  and 
they  separated  in  1975. 

I always  thought  of  Deirdre 
as  having  something  of  the 
romantic,  of  the  gypsy,  in  her 
constitution,  a freedom  from 
ordinary,  niggling  constraint 
and  a disrespect  for  the  pro- 
prieties. It  was  quite  unself- 
conscious and  nothing  to  do 


with  deliberate  revolt,  sim- 
ply the  way  she  was.  She  was 
also  far  cleverer  than  she 
realised  yet  always  looked 
faintly  baffled  when  you  told 
her  so. 

In  1982  she  published  her 
autobiography,  To  Be  A Red- 
grave. Her  writing  was  vivid 
and  witty  and  full  of  odd  in- 
sights, but  she  put  little  value 
on  it.  In  her  book  about  her 


experience  with  cancer,  Me 
And  My  Shadow  (1995),  she 
was  concerned  only  with  try- 
ing to  reassure,  to  prove  that 
life  was  still  worth  living  and 
it  was  stffl  possible  to  laugh. 

She  was  beautiful  yet  de- 
void of  vanity.  It  was  in  1992 
that  she  was  diagnosed  with 
breast  cancer.  When  subse- 
quently she  lost  her  hair  as  a 
result  of  the  chemotherapy 


Redgrave . . . wrote  about  her  battle  with  cancer  jeanv  savage 


| she  wore  a wig,  explaining 
cheerfully  that  without  it  she 
looked  like  a badger,  and 
when  she  lost  her  eyelashes 
she  said,  with  perfect 
aplomb,  that  she  would  have 
to  remember  how  to  apply 
false  ones  again  — but  she 
never  lost  her  beauty. 

Nor  did  she  lose  her  gen- 
erosity or  her  rare  joyous- 
ness and  nor  was  she  ever 
aware  of  how  extraordinary 
her  courage  was.  she  knew 
fear  but  refused  to  let  it  lapse 
into  misery  and  she  never 
whined,  but  she  did  cam- 
paign for  the  Royal  Marsden 
Hospital. 

Deirdre  had  style,  and  try- 
ing to  evoke  her  image  is  like 
trying  to  give  a picture  of  a 
wild  and  lovelyi  garden 
rather  than  a neat  and  tidy 
house.  Her  frith  wai  idiosyn- 
cratic but  sure,  and  she  be- 
lieved that  God  kriew  what 
He  was  doing,  strange  though 
His  ways  may  seemJ  , 

Her  penultimatejijourney 
was  to  Lourdes  where  she 
first  objected  to  beiis  pushed 
around  in  a wheeldfcdr  and 
then  decided  it  wasl'me  only 
way  to  travel,  a typSiat  sen- 
sible and  uncomplaining  ad- 
justment to  adversity.  She 
could  always  combi&  practi- 
cality with  amusement  «nd 
diversion.  Now  she's  gone 
Into  the  world  of  ligit  where 
she  will  blend  in  ivtth  no 
trouble  at  alL  The  cby  trou- 
ble is  that  those  who  are  left 
will  miss  her  so  nicfa-  and 
the  world  we  areileft  hi' 
seems  smaller  and  ia  little  ' 
darker.  ■■ 

She  leaves  her  feuehter 
and  son.  jr  *^  - 

Afico  Thomas  Ellis  - 

Deirdre  Redgrave,  wrt^\  bom' 
January  6.  1939;  died  -frptem-  . 
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Lord  Blrkett,  film  producer, 
68;  John  B la  shford- Snell, 
explorer,  61:  Eddie  Brigati, 
rock  singer,  51;  Louis  Caros, 
violinist  70:  Elizabeth  Con- 
nell, opera  singer,  51;  Bar- 
bara Craig,  archaeologist  82; 
Catherine  Deneuve,  actress, 
54;  Prof  Charlotte  Erickson, 
American  historian,  74;  Joan 
Fontaine,  actress.  80;  Lady 


Hazel  Fox.  international  ju- 
rist 69;  Jeff  Goldblum,  ac- 
tor. 45;  Eileen  Gordon, 
Labour  MP,  51;  Mike  Hen- 
drick, cricketer.  49;  Sir 
Derek  Jacobi,  actor,  59; 
Oona  King,  Labour  MP,  40; 
Doris  Lessing,  novelist  78; 
Christopher  Lloyd,  actor,  59; 
Donald  McIntyre,  operatic 
bass  singer,  63;  Kelvin  Mac- 


Kenzle, ' former  editor  the 
Sun,  51;  Robert  Rauschen- 
berg, pop  artist,  72;  Sir 
James  Sharpies,  chief  con- 
stable,  Merseyside.  54; 
Michael  S to  ate,  racehorse 
trainer.  52;  Arthur 
Thatcher,  statistician,  71- 
Prof  Sir  David  Williams! 
former  president.  Wolfsou 
College.  Cambridge,  67. 
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These  are  some  of  the  Slovak  gypsies  behind 
tries  refugee  crisis’  you  may  have  heard  about. 
The  tabloids  have  been  fuming.  But  isn’t  the 
real  news  how  few  asylum-seekers  are  getting 
into  Europe?  By  Alan  Ifcavis  and  Ian  Ttaynor 

Britain’s 


refugee 

problem 

YOU  might  think,  I for  the  Welfare  of  hzuni- 1 major  civil  v 
from  a perusal  of  grants,  “There  is  an  instictive  or  Algeria,  c 
the  British  papers  reaction  just  because  they  are  Rwanda.  T1 
this  week,  that  gypsies.  They  really  really  arrived  in 
thousands  of  Hie-  [ hate  them.  It  seems  to  be  some  I Dover;  and  s< 
gal  “scrounging  kind  of  combination  of  gyp-  ble,  with  the 
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YOU  might  think, 
from  a perusal  of 
the  British  papers 
this  week,  that 
thousands  of  Ille- 
gal “scrounging 
gypsies"  — in  the  populist 
poetry  erf  Sun -speak,  the  “Giro 
Czechs"  — had  just  swept 
across  the  European  plains  to 
stage  a full-frontal  assault  on 
the  White  Clifls  of  Dover:  We 
have,  after  all,  long  been  the 
soft  touch  of  Europe,  if  you 
take  your  world  view  from  the 
right-wing  press  or  Conserva- 
tive home  secretaries. 

The  facts  themselves  point 
in  a different  direction. 
Britain  is  not  the  most  popu- 
lar destination  for  the. world's 
migrants;  we  don't  even  make 
the  global  top  thirty  It  is  not, 
as  Oie  Times  newspaper  , 
claims,  “a  destination  of 
choice”:  Germany  for  one,  has 
hosted  far  more  foreign 
refugees  in  recent  years.  We 
are,  however;  a nation  that 
finds  it  hard  to  place  the 
arrival  of  .several  hundred 
Czech  and  Slovak  gypsies  in 
anything  like  its  proper  con- 
text 

“This  has  produced  more 
hostile  <*»Tig  thaw  we  have  ever 
had  before,”  says . Claude 
Moraes,  of  the  Joint  Council 


for  the  Welfare  of  Immi- 
grants. “There  is  an  Instictive 
reaction  just  because  they  are 
gypsies.  They  really  really 
hate  them.  It  seems  to  be  some 
kind  of  combination  of  gyp- 
sies — whom  everybody 
tfriyiics  they  know  — and  in 
some  kind  of  way  the  garden 
of  England,  Sent,  being  vio- 
lated. It  is  vile  stuff.” 

Many  asylum  seekers  in 
Britain  already  experience  a 
“climate  of  fear”,  according  to 
a large-scale  mquiry{1),  with 
even  young  schoolchildren 
talking  about  them  as  “bogus, 
welfare  scroungers,  beggars, 
dirty  and  disgusting".  There 
is  ready  encouragement  all 
around,  from  Lord  Tebbifs 
repeated  rejection  of  multi- 
cultural Britain,  to  the  Sun's 
claim  that  3,000  gypsies  are 
heading  for  Britain  “to  mBk 
the  benefits  system",  and  the 
Dally  Mail's  talk  of  the. 
“Dover  Deluge”. 

Yet  the  numbers  Involved  — 
at  most  800,  some  of  whom 
have  already  left  — ■.  have  to  be 
set  against  the  13,000  waiting 
(often  for  months,  and  mainly 
In  London)  for  a Home  Office 
decision  on  whether  they  can 
stay.  The  difference  this  time 
is  that  the  would-be  refugees 
do  not  appear  to  be  fleeing,  a 


major  civil  war,  as  in  Bosnia 
or  Algeria,  or  the  carnage  of 
Rwanda.  They  have  also 
arrived  in  a small  town, 
Dover;  and  so  are  highly  visi- 
ble, with  the  local  social  ser- 
vices bearing  a relatively 
great  strain. 

The  main  reason  for  this  Is 
the  Government’s  refusal  to 
deal  with  the  issue  as  a 
national  question.  Instead  it 
has  left  it  up  to  individual  local 
authorities  to  cope  as  best  they 
can.  When  the  refugees  from 
Bosnia  «*m*»  in  significant 
numbers,  and  fhrther  back  the 
Vietnamese  boat  people,  they  I 
were  sent  all  over  the  country; ; 
no  single  town  bad  to  carry  the 
extra  burden.  But  the  Conserv- 
ative government's  decision  to 

withdraw  social-security  bene- 
fits from  aO  but  those  who 
claim  asylum  the  moment  they 
arrive  in  Britain,  and  the  sub- 
sequent High  Court  rulings 
that  that  this  was  not  an  act 
“no  civilised  nation  can  toler- 
ate "(2),  has  left  a bureaucratic 
mess.  The  local  authorities, 
often  unwillingly;  have  been 
left  with  a legal  obligation  to 
make  sure  asylum  seekers  are 
not  left  destitute.  It  is  a system 
which  penalises  the  genuine 
refugee  fleeing  persecution 
just  as  much  as  the  economic 


wSP 

migrant  trying  to  abuse  the 
process. 

to  some  ways  the  gypsies, 
many  of  whom,  are  claiming 
welfare  benefits  because  they 
have  applied  for  asylum,  are 
better  off  than  many  at  those 
in  London  who  have  been 
denied  benefits,  are  banned 
from  working,  and  so  rely  on 
food  vouchers  and  hostel  beds 
while  their  cases  are  decided. 
No  wonder  the  Refligee  Council 
says  there  is  a real  risk  of  dam- 
aging community  relations.  i 

The  Government  lias  so  for  | 
dodged  the  question  of 
whether  it  will  restore  social- 1 
security  benefits  — even 
though  ministers  recognise 
that  the  sort  erf  patchwork 
provision  put  together  by  the 
likes  of  Kent  County  Council 
Is  twice  as  expensive  as  sim- 
ply paying  these  asylum  seek- 


ers DSS  welfare  benefits.  The 
furore  over  the  gypsies  is 
likely  to  postpone  the  day 
even  further 

Instead,  ministers  say  the 
best  way  of  cutting  the  bene- 
fits bill  is  to  tackle  the  backlog 
of  76,000  asylum  applications. 
SOme  have  waited  over  four 
years  for  a decision  on  their 
appeals,  Mike  O’Brien,  the  i 
Immigration  minister,  talks  of  | 
developing  “an  anti-racist  asy- 1 
lum  policy”:  detailed  Home 
Office  reviews  are  under  way 
Already  the  Home  Office  has 
stopped  sending  rejected  asy- 
lum seekers  back  to  the  Congo 
and  to  Sierra  Leone  because  of 
the  civil  wars  and  coups  there. 
Deportations  were  also,  for  a 
time,  stopped  to  Algeria. 

Yesterday,  in  special  broad- 
casts on  Slovak  television  and 
radio,  the  Home  Office 


is  ' " 


reminded  the  gypsies  that 
they  were  not  welcome  here; 
and  that  the  Ml  force  of, 
British  law  would  be  brought  I 
to  bear  against  those  “trying  j 
to  abuse  the  asylum  proce- 
dures". Yet  one  reason  the  gyp- 
sies are  now  turning  to 
Britain  is  the  implementation 
last  mouth  of  the  European 
Union's  Dublin  Convention, 
which  was  intended  to  bring 
order  to  the  chaos  of  Euro- 
pean immigration  and  asylum 
policy  No  longer  is  the  first 
country  reached  the  one 
where  their  asylum  applica- 
tion will  be  determined. 
Instead  it  is  the  country  where 
they  first  apply  for  asylum. 

Fewer  than  30.000  applica- 
tions were  received  In  Britain 
in  1996.  This  was  down  by  a 
third  on  1995.  mainly  because 
of  the  effects  of  Michael 
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Howard's  attempts  to  close  the 
dooc  In  the  past  four  years  the 
largest  group  — 14,000  since 
1993  — has  come  from  Nige- 
ria. following  General 
Abacha’s  takeover:  Compare 
this  with  the  numbers  apply- 
ing to  the  US  (646,000  a year) 
and  Germany  (560,000X3). 

What  is  surprising  about 
the  Slovak  gypsies  is  that,  in 
the  eight  years  since  commu- 
nism fell,  they  have  not 
arrived  in  significant  num- 
bers. One  of  the  first  couples 
through  the  Berlin  Wall  told 
German  television  that  they 
wanted  to  go  to  Blackpool  as 
they  were  ballroom-dancing 
fans.  Few  have  followed. 

The  gypsies  of  the  region 
are  foremost  among  the  big 
losers  of  the  1969  anticommu- 
nist revolutions  in  central 
Europe.  Flight  from  political 


Critchley  on 
the  happy 
dappy  party 


persecution  yielded  to  eco- 
nomic migration.  The  result  in 
the  West  Is  Fortress  Europe, 
where  the  dissolution  of  EU 
Internal  controls  makes  move- 
ment easier  but  is  accompa- 
nied by  a tougher  regime  on 

the  rim  of  the  fortress. 

The  Fortress  Europe  policy 
has  been  driven  by  Germany 
Because  of  its  geography  its 
size,  its  wealth,  and  the  liberal 
asylum  practices  born  out  erf 

guilt  at  Nazi  racism.  Germany 
is  the  EU  magnet  for  the 
refugee  Immigration  to  Ger- 
many through  the  1990s  makes 
Dover's  problems  seem  paltry. 

In  1992,  the  number  of  asy- 
lum seekers  reaching  EU  coun- 
tries. plus  Norway  and 
Switzerland,  reached  690,000. 
More  than  60  per  cent  of  these 
applications  were  made  in  Ger- 
many; the  German  share  of 
EU  applications  was  TO  per 
centra).  Those  figures  were 
swollen  by  the  Bosnian 
tragedy  with  Germany  talcing 

400.000  refugees  from  former 
Yugoslavia,  including  some 

340.000  from  Bosnia  alone  — 
much  more  than  the  rest  of  the 
EU  comblned(5).  Since  1990 
Germany  has  also  absorbed 
around  two  million  ethnic  Ger- 
mans from  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  eastern  Europe. 

UT  hi  Germany 
too,  the  welcome 
has  gone  hand-in- 
hand  with 

restrictive  citi- 
zenship and 
nationality  laws  that  make  it 
very  difficult  for  any  of  the 
seven  million  foreigners  to 
Germany  even  those  born 
there,  to  acquire  full  rights. 
Bonn  has  also  been  urging 
East  European  neighbours  to 
take  back  Illegal  immigrants 
who  reached  Germany  via 
their  countries.  This  year  it 
did  a deal  with  Slobodan 
Milosevic  on  the  repatriation 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  ethnic 
Albanians,  sworn  enemies  of 
Milosevic's  Serbian  regime 
and  fearful  of  what  awaits 
them  back  home  So  far  this 
year  some  60,000  Bosnians 
have  been  more  or  less  bullied 
into  going  home. 

Across  Europe  politicians 
are  withdrawing  the  welcome 
mat  wherever  they  can.  But 
all  this  negates  one  important 
trend  from  history  Some  soci- 
eties. notably  the  US  in  the 
past,  and  Australia  and 
Canada  more  recently  have 
built  their  wealth  and  power 
on  successive  waves  of  immi- 
gration. Refugees  have  also 
cleariy  benefited  Britain  — a 
recent  Home  Office  study(6) 
which  actually  looked  at  the 
people  who  had  been  accepted 
as  refugees  found  that  “a  high 
proportion  were  found  to  be 
highly  qualified  people,  many 
with  university  degrees  and 
professional  backgrounds”. 

But  where  are  the  British 
politicians  and  newspapers 
talking  about  the  skills  and 
contribution  refugees  could 
make  to  this  country? 


Sources:  (1)  Report  of  the 
GHdewsfl  Pane)  into  the  Asylum 
and  Immigration  Act,  1995;  (2) 
Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown,  High 
Court  judgment,  June  21 1996;  (3) 
Asylum  Statistics  1 986- T 996 
(Refugee  Council);  (4)  Herbert 
Schnoor,  ax-interior  minister  of 
North-RhineWestfaJka;  (5) 

German  interior  ministry;  (61  Home 
Office  Research  Study  141 . 
Graphics  sources:  Home  Office 
Statistical  Bulletin  1 5/  97;  UNHCR 
(January  1997  figures).  Useful  Web 
sites  include  the  UNHCR's  (http:// 
www.unhcr.ch/),  and  Relief  Web 
(www.notesjBliefweb.lrTt.81/). 
Graphics:  Steve  VHHers;  Paddy 
Allen. 
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Hain  to 
invest  in 
new  image 
for  Wales 


THE  low-wage  reputa- 
tion of  Wales,  pro- 
moted vigorously  by 
the  last  government  to  at- 
tract new  industry,  will  be 
swept  aside  in  a new  drive 
to  broaden  the  principali- 
ty's appeal  to  investors, 
writes  Derek  Brown. 

Welsh  industry  minister 
Peter  Bain  (pictured  right) 
said:  “Our  businesses  need 
to  be  competitive  on  cost, 
bat  they  cannot  win  a race 
to  be  the  cheapest.  They 
will  only  succeed  by  striv- 
ing to  be  the  best." 

The  Government  is  work- 
ing on  an  economic  devel- 
opment plan  which  will  ul- 
timately be  supervised  by 
the  new  Welsh  Assembly 
when  it  begins  work  in  a 
little  over  18  months. 

The  objective,  Mr  Bain 
said,  was  to  present  Wales 
as  a high-quality  location. 
“The  requirement  for  a 
high-skilled  workforce 
means  greater  resources 
for  education  and  higher 
education  in  Wales.” 

Gross  domestic  product 
per  head  in  Wales  Is  only  83 
per  cent  of  the  UK  average. 
Earnings  are  also  low,  av- 
eraging £313  a week,  or  89 
per  cent  of  the  British  aver- 
age. They  were  98  per  cent 
of  the  UK  average  in  1979. 


Peter  Hain  (left)  with  Hugh  Rees,  administration  director  of  Ladwoood  mechanical  Engineering,  at  Pembroke  Dock  yesterday  photograph:  jbtmorgwn 


Rift  at  the  top  rocks  NatWest 


Alex  B rummer 
Financial  Editor 


A RIFT  is  reported  to 
have  developed  at 
the  most  senior 
level  of  National 
Westminster  Bank 
with  the  chairman,  Lord  Alex- 
ander, said  by  some  insiders 
to  be  "barely  talking"  to  chief 
executive  Derek  Wanless. 

Strained  relations  are  said 
to  date  back  to  differences 
earlier  this  year  over  the  wis- 
dom of  NatWest  seeking  a 
merger  with  another  finan- 
cial group. 

Details  of  the  boardroom 
rancour,  vigorously  rejected 


by  NatWest  spokesmen,  come 
amid  reports  that  NatWest 
Markets  is  still  a source  of 
boardroom  concern  despite 
organisational  changes  after 
losses  on  interest  rate  fu- 
tures. A whispering  cam- 
paign has  developed  against 
Chip  Kruger,  the  chief  execu- 
tive brought  in  from  US  sub- 
sidiary Gleacher  in  August 
Some  reports  from  inside 
the  bank  suggest  revenues 
from  the  investment  honking 
arm  could  be  more  than 


£100  million  behind  target 
There  are  also  concerns 
that  the  group  made  a seri- 
ously wrong  rail  at  the  start 
of  the  currency  crisis  in 
South-east  Asia.  It  is  under- 


stood to  have  gone  short  of 
the  Hong  Kong  dollar  just  be- 
fore the  authorities  raised  in- 
terest rates,  leaving  NatWest 
Markets  nursing  a loss  which 
was  criticised  by  the  bank’s 
treasurer. 

The  loss  was  eliminated  by 
more  successful  speculation 
against  the  Thai  currency, 
the  baht  NatWest  acknowl- 
edges that  it  might  have  made 
a wrong  call  in  Hang  Kong 
but  Insists  no  trading  limits 
were  breached  and  -that  there 
have  been  no  overall  losses  as 
a result  of  the  turbulence  in 
the  former  tiger  economies. 

There  are  increasing  sug- 
gestions inside  the  bank  that 
given  the  opportunity,  it 


would  be  prepared  to  part 
company  with  the  two 
boutique  advisory  firms 
bought  in  its  expansionary 
phase  two  years  ago  — the 
New  York  firms  of  Gleacher 
and  Hambro  Magas. 

There  is  said  to  be  tension 
in  New  York  between 
Gleacher  staff  and  those  from 
London  who  are  dismissively 
referred  to  as  '‘NatWesties". 

The  most  likely  solutions 
are  management  buyouts  of 
the  two  companies  at  a sub- 
stantial discount  to  the  prices 
originally  paid  by  NatWest 

Since  the  problems  with 
rogue  trader  Papouis  Kyria- 
cos  earlier  this  year,  NatWest 
has  taken  steps  to  strengthen 


its  board  including  the  ap- 
pointment of  former  Rank  of 
England  executive  director 


Pen  Kent: 

It  Is  understood  that  the 
search  for  further  non-execu- 
tive directors  continues  with 
reports  — firmly  denied  at 
NatWest  headquarters  — that 
a banker  of  sufficient  stature, 
If  found,  might  be  groomed  to 
succeed  Lord  Alexander  as 
chairman.  NatWest  points  out 
that  Lord  Alexander  has  Just 
been  re-elected  as  chairman 
and  that  his  mandate  has  sev- 
eral years  to  run. 

One  powerful  shareholder 
yesterday  called  for  Lord  Al- 
exander’s head  as  the  first 
step  in  restoring  the  bank's 


credibility.  “Management  has 
failed,  there’s  no  doubt  about 
ft"  the  senior  Institutional 
fluid  manager  said.  “Alexan- 
der hasn’t  been  terribly  suc- 
cessful He  should  be  the  one 
to  go  first  Then  a new  chair- 
man could  take  a view  on 
Wanless.” 

The  top  team  Is  seen  as 
key  weakness  in  any  defence 
against  a takeover  bid.  The 
fund  manager  said:  “They 


would  find  it  difficult  to  de- 
fend themselves.  In  view  of 
their  dismal  performance 
how  credible  would  they  be 
going  round  with  a defence 
strategy?  It  would  be  better 
for  shareholders  to  have 
somebody  else  at  the  helm.' 


SIB  blasts  Pru’s 
failure  to  review 
pensions  cases 


Rupert  Jones 


■PRUDENTIAL,  the  UK’s 
■^largest  insurer,  was 
■ ^ yesterday  condemned 
by  the  chief  financial  regula- 
tor for  a series  of  failures  in 
its  handling  of  the  pensions 
mls-selling  review. 

In  a rare  public  statement 

— only  the  third  it  has  issued 

— the  Securities  and  Invest- 
ments Board  accused  the  in- 
surer of  “serious  short- 
comings” for  failing  to  meet 
an  agreed  deadline  for 
reviewing  its  most  urgent 
mis- selling  cases. 

The  regulator  said  Pruden- 
tial, which  has  the  highest 
number  of  cases  to  sort  out  of 
the  41  companies  named  and 
shamed,  was  guilty  or  “seri- 
ous shortcomings". 

But  there  was  anger  from 
some  quarters  that  the  in- 
surer had  managed  to  escape 
a fine  because  of  the  limita- 
tions of  the  law,  while  other 
companies  regulated  by  dif- 
ferent watchdogs  have  been 
hit  with  six-figure  penalties 
for  their  part  in  the  scandal 


Philip  Ryley  at  Bristol  solic- 
itors Ringrose  Wharton, 


which  acts  for  about  600  mis- 
selling  victims,  said:  “It 
would  appear  the  worst  of- 
fenders have  yet  to  be  fined.’’ 
Prudential  has  69,198  cases 
identified  as  requiring 


review.  It  agreed  to  complete 
90  per  cent  of  the  most  urgent 

— including  people  who  have 
already  retired  or  have  died 

— by  September  30,  but  later 
admitted  it  would  not  be  able 
to  meet  this  deadline.  The  SIB 
does  not  have  the  power  to 
impose  a fine,  but  can  issue  a 
public  statement  The  last 
was  published  in  1994. 

The  regulator  said:  “The 
Prudential  has  foiled ...  to  ex- 
ercise the  requisite  due  skill, 
care  and  diligence  required  of 
it  in  its  conduct  of  the  pen- 
sions review.  The  Prudential, 
on  its  own  admission,  has 
foiled  to  manage  toe  pensions 
review  as  a major  project  and 
has  placed  too  much  foith  in 
its  line  managers  and  their 
reassurances." 

The  insurer  "departed  from 
toe  basic  tenets  of  clarity  of 
accountability  and  responsi- 
bility” and  its  conduct  contra- 
vened Financial  Services  Act 
rules. 

The  Prudential  is  the  latest 
company  to  face  harsh  criti- 
cism as  part  Of  toe.  campaign 

led  by  toe  Government  and 
regulators  to  force  companies 
to  speed  up  the  payment  of 
compensation  to  victims. 

Some  600,000  priority  cases 
have  been  identified,  but  toe 
Treasury  has  said  the  total 
number  affected  could  top 
two  minion. 

"We  have  now  made  signifi- 
cant cha  nges  to  our  manage- 
ment approach  and  our  opera- 
tions controls  to  address  our 
earlier  failings.”  said  Mike 
Davies,  toe  Prudential's  head 
of  media  relations.  “We  are 
making  every  effort  to  catch 
up  on  lost  ground  and  to  meet 
future  targets  and  we  believe 
we  are  capable  of  achieving 
them." 

The  company  must  com- 
plete all  of  Its  priority  cases 
by  March  31. 1998. 

Friends  Provident,  which 
has  6.433  cases  to  review,  was 
fined  a record  £450,000  last 
month  by  the  Personal  Invest- 
ment Authority  for  dragging 
its  feet  in  sorting  out  its  most 
urgent  cases. 


Industry  defies 
exports  gloom 


Charlotte  D«fmy 
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RIT AIN’S  manufactur- 
ers appear  to  have 
shrugged  off  some  of  the 
gloom  brought  on  by  ster- 
ling’s rise  over  tin*  summer, 
even  though  export  order 
books  hit  a six-year  low  last 
month. 

Business  confidence  picked 
up  slightly  since  the  last  sur- 
vey, in  July,  according  to  the 
CBTs  latest  quarterly  report, 
released  yesterday.  Slightly 
more  firms  were  expecting  an 
Improvement  in  business  con- 
ditions than  predicted  things 
would  get  worse.  Pessimists 
outweighed  optimists  in  toe 
July  survey. 

The  CBI  wants  toe  Bank  of 
England  to  keep  interest  rates 


on  hold  in  November.  But  it 
suggests  that  firms  are  start- 
ing to  face  difficulties  recruit- 
ing skilled  labour  and  inter- 
est rates  may  have  to  go  up  at 
a later  date  to  prevent  wage 
inflation  taking  off 
Export  order  books  are  at 
their  lowest  level  since  July 
1991,  according  to  the  survey. 
Firms  are  slightly  less  pessi- 
mistic, however,  about  the  ex- 
port situation  than  they  were 
in  toe  summer,  when  the 
pound  was  soaring  against 


toe  currencies  of  Britain's 
trading  partners. 

An  independent  economic 
forecasting  group  says  today 
that  manufacturing  has  yet  to 
feel  the  frill  brunt  of  toe 
pound’s  rise. 

In  its  most  recent  assess- 
ment of  the  economy,  the 
National  Institute  of  Eco- 
nomic and  Social  Research 
says  the  strength  of  the  ex- 
ports sector  will  not  last 

The  NIESR  has  increased 
its  estimate  of  manufacturing 
growth  next  year  from  under 
1 per  cent  in  July  to  2 per 
cent.  The  estimate  of  growth 
this  year  has  also  risen,  from 
3 per  cent  to  3.4  per  cent 

Institute  director  Martin 
Weale  says,  however,  that  toe 
frill  impact  of  sterling's  rise 
has  yet  to  reach  toe  manufac- 
turing sector.  The  institute 
main  tains  that  Britain's  in- 
ternational trade  balance  will 
deteriorate  significantly  next 
year,  but  from  a stronger 
starting  position. 

Interest  rates  are  likely  to 
go  up  again,  according  to  toe 
NIESR.  But  toe  forecasters 
say  further  rises  are  unneces- 
sary, with  toe  economy  al- 
ready set  to  slow  in  1998  as 
manufacturing  declines  and 
toe  tightening  of  monetary 
policy  since  May  Is  felt 


Big  job  cuts  at 
ABB  and  bank 


Mark  Milner 


BB,  one  of  the  world's 
biggest  engineering 
ompanies,  and  Citi- 
corp, toe  second  largest  US 
bank,  yesterday  announced 
global  job  losses  totalling 
17,500.  The  two  companies  are 
setting  aside  more  than  £1 
billion  to  cover  toe  restruc- 
turing costs. 

ABB,  which  makes  power- 
generation  equipment,  trains 
and  industrial  systems,  is 
axing  10.000  jobs  from  its 
businesses  in  western  Europe 
and  north  America. 

ABB  has  been  cutting  jobs 
in  high-cost  areas  and  in- 
creasing manufacturing  in 
central  and  eastern  Europe 
and  toe  Far  East  Between 
1990  and  last  year,  ABB's 
global  workforce  was  little 
changed  at  about  215,000,  but 
with  a rise  in  its  payroll  in 
emerging  markets  of  56,000, 

The  latest  job  losses  have 
been  triggered  by  the  recent 
turbulence  that  has  seen  sev- 
eral Asian  countries  devalue 
their  currencies  against  the 
dollar,  making  exports  from 
high-cost  production  centres 
less  competitive.  “The  pres- 
ent currency  weakness  in  toe 
region  and  resulting  eco- 


nomic problems  have  reduced 
customer  spending  and  put 
increased  price  pressure  on 
products  imported  from 
higher-cost  countries."  ABB 
said  yesterday. 

It  plans  to  “speed  up  expan- 
sion in  Asia  and  improve  pro- 
ductivity and  competitive- 
ness of  operations  in  higher- 
cost  western  countries”. 

Figures  from  the  group 
showed  net  income  in  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  year 
down  4 per  cent  to  $774  mil- 
lion (£475  million).  Part  of  the 
foil  was  due  to  toe  strength  of 
the  dollar  and  part  to  lower 
contributions  from  the  Ad- 
tranz  rail  joint  venture.  Even 
without  the  $850  million 
charge  against  the  restructur- 
ing, ABB  is  expected  to  report 
full-year  earnings  which  will 
be  '‘somewhat  lower”  than 
last  year. 

Citicorp  said  that  its 
restructuring,  which  wifi,  see 
7,500  jobs  go,  would  take  place 
over  toe  next  12  to  18  months 
and  cost  about  $889  million 
The  cuts  are  required  to  stay 
competitive,  Citicorp  chair- 
man John  Reed  said.  "Our 
customers,  both  consumer 
and  corporate,  demand  that 
we  continuously  improve  toe 
ways  we  serve  them,  even  at 
reduced  prices.” 


Mortgage  firm  goes  that  extra  mile 


TERESA  HUNTER  details  a long-haul 
marketing  ploy  from  the  C&G 
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battle  for  the  mort- 
market  took  to 
the  skies  yesterday 
when  the  Cheltenham  & 
Gloucester  launched  the 
first  scheme  offering  Air 
Miles  to  borrowers. 

The  deal  offers  one  Air 
Mile  for  each  five  pounds 
borrowed,  thus  a typical 
£50,000  borrower  could 
benefit  from  two  return 
tickets  to  New  York  and 
still  be  left  with  4,000  miles 
to  spend.  A £35.000  bor- 


rower and  partner  could 
spend  three  nights  at  a 
hotel  in  Rome,  while 
£95,000  would  pay  fbr  a 
five-night  holiday  in  Bang- 
kok for  two. 

Air  Miles,  which  were  in- 
troduced by  a partnership 
between  NatWest  and  Shell 
In  November  1988,  are  nor- 
mally used  as  a loyalty  bo- 
nus to  encourage  consum- 
ers to  return  and  shop 
again.  This  is  the  first  time 
sufficient  miles  for  long 


haul  trips  could  be  accumu- 
lated in  one  go. 

A Cheltenham  & Glouces- 
ter spokesman  said:  "Air 
Miles  is  the  best  estab- 
lished promotion  brand  in 
the  UK  and  our  research 
showed  it  to  be  a very  good 
fit  with  exactly  the  kind  of 
customers  we  are  trying  to 
attract. 

“There  is  a close  correla- 
tion between  people  buying 
mortgages  and  those  look- 
ing for  cheap  flights  or  holi- 
day packages.” 

The  new  deal  will  ini- 
tially be  available  only 
through  C&G’s  direct  sell- 
ing telephone  operation 


and  to  customers  with  a 10 
per  cent  deposit  who  opt  fbr 
a standard  variable  rate 
mortgage.  It  will  not  be 
available  until  next  year 
through  Lloyds  and  TSB 
branches,  where  the  lion’s 
share  of  C&G  mortgages 
will  be  sold. 

• The  recovery  in  the  hous- 
ing market  which  started 
in  the  South  of  England  is 
now  reaching  the  North- 


west. according  to  Barclays 
Bank’s  mortgage  index 
published  yesterday.  The 
strongest  growth  is  in  Lon- 
don while  the  South-east 
and  Midlands  are  showing 
signs  of  a slow-down. 
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apparent  decision  by 


I Tony'  Blair  to  sell  toe 
I Goi 


Government’s  stake  to 
the  Commonwealth  Develop- 
ment Corporation,  which  pro- 
vides loans  for  projects  in  de- 
veloping countries,  is 
groundbreaking  in  several 
respects.  It  vvfll.  in  effect,  be 
Labour’s  first  major  privati- 
sation, raising  more  than 
£S00mfflion  fbr  a 60  per  cent 
stake;  signalling  the  Govern- 
ment’s willingness  to  make 
better  use  of  toe  public  sector 
assets  it  has  inherited. 

By  nan-marking  the  ftwdS 
raised  for  Clare  Short’s  De- 
partment of  International  De- 
velopment, it  has,  on  paper  at 
least,  given  the  Government 
the  opportunity  to  take 
global  lead  in  taking  forward 
proposals  to  forgive  by  toe 
millennium  the  debt  of  the 
poorest  countries  — as 
churches  and  moral  leaders 
worldwide  have  proposed. 

In  some  respects  toe  CDC  la 
relatively  easy  to  privatise.  It 
has  a respected  chief  execu- 
tive in  Roy  Reynolds  and  a 
board  made  up  of  toe  good 
ami  toe  great,  ranging  from 
BAT  chairman  Lord  Cairns  to 
former  Rank  of  England  (and 
now  NatWest)  director  Pen 
Kent,  a loan  book  of 
£1.5  billion,  and  it  makes  sur- 
pluses — a posh  name  for 
profits  — of  around  £110  mil- 
lion a year.  With  its  experi- 
ence in  venture  capital, 
emerging  markets  and 
smaller  companies,  it  occu- 
pies much  of  the  same  terri- 
tory as  the  World  Bank's  off- 
shoot the  International 
Finance  Corporation.  And 
there  is  no  dispute  about  its 
ownership,  which  is  embod- 
ied In  Acts  of  Parliament 
Selling  it  off  is  also  fiscally 
attractive.  Because  of  the  way 
the  UK  public  accounts  are 
drawn,  toe  CDC  in  effect  costs 
toe  public  sector  borrowing 
requirement  some  £770  mil- 
lion. This  could  quietly  be 
spent  elsewhere,  or  used  to 
assist  the  Chancellor  In  rat- 
cheting down  public  borrow- 
ing — one  of  the  key  planks  of 
his  longer-termist  economic 
strategy.  Selling  the  CDC  also 
shows  Labour's  willingness  to 
begin  dismantling  quasi-pub- 
lic assets. 

It  may  have  fallen  at  the 
Tote  fence  early  on,  because 
of  the  racing  lobby’s  pressure, 
but  the  Government  should 
be  provided  with  several 
other  opportunities  when 
Gordon  Brown's  national 
audit  of  toe  public  assets, 
which  has  already  revealed 
several  hidden  jewels,  is  com- 
pleted. 

As  fascinating  In  the  case  of 
the  CDC  is  what  Mr  Blair 
chooses  to  do  with  toe  money. 
The  temptation  may  be  to 
allow  it  to  replace  already 
agreed  extra  funding  for  in- 
ternational development.  The 
smart  and  ethical  action 
would  be  for  the  UK  to  create 
its  own  debt-relief  trust  fund 
in  London,  invested  in  earn- 


ing assets,  with  the  proceeds 
<*armgr^fpfi  for  the  UK  contri-. 
button  to  toe  World  Bankas 
highly  indebted  country  Ini- 
tiative — aimed  at  removing 
the  debts  of  the  poorest 
TiMtinna  and  toe  IMf*s  loan  fa- 
cility for  poor,  countries. . In 
this  way  the  Government 
could  fulfil  the  pledges  made 
by  Ms  Short  and  the  Chancel- 
lor at  the  IMF/World.  Bank- 
annual  meetings,  to  help  dear 
by  2000  the  debts  of  17  of  the 
poorest  nations,  starting. with. 
Uganda.  • 

In  Hong  Kong,  Mr  Brown:  , 
was  teased  by  World  Bank' 
president  James  Wolferisohn 
for  coming  up  with  a time- 
table but  no  cash.  Now  Brit- 
ain has  the  perfect  chance  to 
tflVp  some  moral  leadership,  - • 
which  might  dislodge  similar 
sums  from  other  tight-fisted 
Group  of  Seven  governments. 
This  might  make  the  whole 
process  of  privatisation  more 
palatable  to  toe  Labour  left. 


Euro  losses 


O! 


NE  of  toe  strongest  ar- 
guments advanced  by 
_ supporters  of  European 
monetary  union  is  that  it  will 
do  away,  in  the  single  cur- 
rency area,  with  foreign  ex- 
change market  turbulence 
and  the  uncertainties  and  job 
losses  than  can  result. 

On  the  face  of  it,  the  Swiss- 
Swedish  combine  ABB  ap- 
pears to  be  standing  that  doc- 
trine on  its  head.  It  has 
responded  to  the  devaluations 
that  have  hit.  several  Far 
Eastern  currencies  of  late  by 
looking  to  boost  its  operations 
toe  area  while  simulta- 


neously catting  jobs  in  the  US 
and  western  Europe. 

To  an  extent  the  ABB  res- 
ponse is  straightforward 
enough.  As  Far  Eastern  cur- 
rencies have  declined  against 
the  dollar  and  European  cur- 
rencies. so  exports  flrom  those 
areas  to  Asian  customers 
have  become  more  expensive. 
ABB  is  responding  by  looking 
to  boost  local  manufacturing 
and  drive  down  the  costs  of 
its  western  exports. 

Opponents  of  the  single  cur- 
rency will  seize  on  such  a 
move,  pointing  to  the  benefits 
of  competitive  devaluation  — 
benefits  which  will  not  he  so 
widely  available  after  EMU. 

There  is,  however,  a more 
strategic  view  underlying 
ABB's  response.  It  is  one 
which  supports  toe  single 
currency  theory.  Paradoxi- 
cally, it  is  also  one  the  pro- 
ject’s supporters  will  do  well 
not  to  forget 

ABB  is  sticking  with  Asia 
because  it  believes  In  the 
region’s  long-term  economic 
prospects.  However  harshly, 
it  is  applying  economic 
means  to  an  economic  end  — 
making  money. 

Euro-enthusiasts  argue  that 
they  believe  the  single  cur- 
rency win  underpin  the  Euro- 
pean Union’s  economic  pro- 
gress. That  may  be  toe  case, 
but  the  debate  is  . not  being 
conducted  in  such  terms.  It 
has  become  (almost)  entirely 
political.  Economic  funda- 
mentals are  in  danger  of 
being  forgotten  in  the  drive  to 
meet  the  Maastricht  time- 
table. This  is  dangerous. 
Recovery  may  enable  the 
euro  to  be  introduced  on  time. 
The  next  downturn,  however, 
could  expose  the  economic 
cracks. 


Of  tel  leaves  a 

cloud  in  the  Sky 


Simon  BoavU 
Industrial  Editor 


OFTEL,  the  telecom- 
munications regulator, 
yesterday  fired  a warn- 
fog  shot  across  the  bows  of 
Rupert  Murdoch’s  British 
Sky  Broadcasting,  saying  it 
should  not  be  allowed  to  ose 
its  control  of  key  audience- 
puffing  programmes  — big 
sports  events  and  films  — to 
dominate  toe  emerging  digi- 
tal television  market. 

The  outgoing  director  gen- 
eral of  OfteL  Don  Cruick- 
shank,  told  the  European 
Cable  Communications  con- 
ference in  London  that  regu- 
lation of  toe  telephone  market 
was  now  working  success- 
folly  and  it  was  time  to  face 
toe  new  competitive  chal- 


lenges of  the  digital  TV  age. 
He  warned  that  competition 
in  supplying  digital  TV  ser- 
vices to  customers  could  be 
distorted  if  the  big  pro- 
gramme suppliers  had  too 
tight  a grip  on  the  wholesale 

end  of  the  market 

There  should  be  an  explicit 
obligation  on  dominant  oper- 
ators such  as  BSkyB  to  supply 
premium  chflnnola  on  “fair 
reasonable  and  namdJscrimi- 
natory  terms",  he  saii 

His  comments  come 
of  next  year's  launch  in  toe 
UK  of  digital  TV,  With  BSkyB' 
and  toe  cable  companies  plan- 
ning rival  services. 

Mr  Cruickshank  irrespon- 
sible tor  scrutinising  access  ■ 
to  digital  TV,  while  the  Inde- 
pendent Television  Commis- 
sion  is  responsible  for  pro- 
gramme content. 
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Australia  2.18 
Austria  19.86 
Belgium  5823 
Canada  2J08 
Cyprus  0.83 
Denmark  10.818 
Finland  EL52 


France  0.44 
Germany  ojovt 
Greece  44440 
Hong  Kong  12.31 
India  56.05 
Ireland  1.0776 
Israel  5.75 


Italy  2.778 
Malta  0.62 
Netherlands  3.1685 
New  Zealand  2,48 
Norway  11.388 
Portugal  287164 
Saudi  Arabia  6.029 
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Singapore  2& 
South  Africa  746 
Spain  238.75  • 
Sweden  U£2Z 
SwftMrlaod  Z34 
Turkey  283.960 
USA  1 .5094 
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Sailing 


Cayard  and  crew 

cutafinedash 


Bob  Fisher  in  CapeTown  on  the  first-leg 
finish  in  the  Whitbread  Round  the  World  race 


OUT  of  the  gloom  and 
into  the  limelight, 
Paul  Cayard  and  the 
crew  of  EF  Lan- 
guage yesterday  sailed  Into 
Cape  Town  harbour  an  a grey 
drizzly  morning  but  with 
smiles  that  outshone  the  tra- 
ditional welcome  of  the  Tav- 
ern of  the  Seas. 

T^e  Swedish  boat  crossed 
the  line  at  05:5426  GMT,  com- 
pleting the  7,350-mfle  leg  from 
Southampton  in  30  days  I6hr 
54min  26sec.  It  was  more  than 
days  faster  than  the  re- . 

Maxi-yacht 

The  American  skipper  and 
nis  crew  showed  their  delight 
atwinning  the  first  leg  of  the 
Whitbread  Race  and  with  it 
the  Volvo  Trophy.  Their  odds 
had  supped  from  12-1  to  20-1 
a week  before  the  start,  when 
the  navigator  and  meteorolo- 
gist Nick  White  leftthem,  but 
yesterday  it  was  the  man  who 
took  over  that  onerous  task 
who  was  the  toast  of  his  crew- 


mates.  Paul  Rudiger  was  the 
inspiration  behind  the  win, 
Cayard  said. 

"He  had  only  a week  to 
learn  the  systems,  let  alone 
Stasp  the  historical  data  of 
our  route,”  said  the  skipper. 

Rudiger  responded  crypti- 
cally: “If  you  get  a mind-set, 
you  are  not  free  to  divert.”  It 
was  his  ability  to  persuade 
Cayard  to  divert  and  find 
stronger  winds  which  led  to 
the  size  of  their  win.  “We 
worked  hard  to  stay  in  con- 
tention and  when  the  oppor- 
tunity came  we  jumped  on  it,” 
he  said. 

Under  the  old  scoring  sys- 
tem, where  the  total  elapsed 
time  of  each  boat  decided  the 
race  overall,  Cayard  would 
have  been  extremely  pleased 
with  what  looks  likely  to  be  a 
24-hour  win.  But  the  Whit- 
bread is  now  scared  on  a 
points  basis  similar  to  For- 
mula One,  and  this  win  netted  I 
him  the  maximum  of  125  j 
against  110  for  the  second  boat  ! 


On  a plate  . . . Cayard,  rigfct  and  Rudiger  stcphbj  Monday 


The  race  for  second  place 
between  Grant  Dalton's  Merit 
Cup  and  Knut  Frosted's  Inno- 
vation Kvaemer  appeared  to 
be  resolving  in  flavour  of  Merit 
Cup.  Frostad’s  boat  moved  to 
the  north  and  Dalton  covered 
him,  but  not  immediately;  «nd 
holding  off  gave  Merit  Cup, 
which  was  seven  miles  ahead, 
a further  14  miles  advantage 
in  six  hours. 

Moreover  the  Norwegian 
boat  had  to  stop  yesterday  so 
that  a crew  member  could 
clear  a long  length  or  plastic 
piping  from  her  keel,  and  last 
night  she  was  in  lighter  wind 
and  making  only  seven  knots 

towards  CapeTown. 

Dalton's  boat  also  had  prob- 
lems, however.  All  the  mast- 
head halyards,  for  hoisting 
the  big  spinnakers,  had  been 
trashed  and  the  spinnaker 
hoisted  yesterday  was  lashed 
to  the  mast  The  crew  were 
hoping  to  carry  this  sad  all 
the  way  to  the  finish,  but  that 
looked  unlikely  with  frontal 
conditions  forecast  for  their 
last  few  hours.  "We  have  a 
very  busy  time  in  Cape  Town 
to  put  the  boat  bade  together 
and  get  ready  for  the  South- 
ern Ocean,”  Dalton  said. 

In  fourth  place,  Lawrle 
Smith's  Silk  Cut  had  the  day's 
highest  average  speed,  112 
knots,  but  has  no  chance  of 
making  up  the  230-mile  gap 
on  third.  She  has  gained  more 
than  200  mii»t  on  Mark  Fi- 
scher's fifth-placed  Chessie 
Racing  in  the  past  week, 
though. 

Further  down  the  fleet, 
Chris  Dickson’s  sixth  place 
with  Toshiba  is  under  threat 
from  Ross  Field,  and  America's 
Challenge.  In  three  hours  yes- 
terday afternoon  America’s 
Challenge  took  12  wIIm  out  of 
Toshiba;  only  31  miles  sepa- 
rated the  two.  Both  are  known 
to  be  short  of  food  and,  with 
700  miles  to  go,  face  being  at 
sea  for  four  more  days. 
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Bookmakers 


daily  draw 


Ron  COX 


■■■HERE  was  something 

■ depressingly  familiar 

H about  the  tone  set  at  yes- 
terday’s Betting  Shop  Show  in 
Birmingham  with  the  betting 
Industry  laying  the  blame  for 
racing’s  ills  firmly  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  British  Hor- 
seracing Board. 

“The  problem  with  the 
people  who  put  the  show  on 
the  road  is  that  they  are  not 
doing  it  for  the  benefit  of 
bookmakers,"  declared  Joe 
Scanlon,  the  Tote's  managing 
director. 

The  answer?  More  numbers 
betting-  A proposed  second 
daily  numbers  bet  to  add  to 
the  daily  "49”  draw  in  Brit- 
ain's betting  shops  not  sur- 
prisingly drew  overwhelming 
support  yesterday. 

We  should  not  be  surprised 
that  bookmakers  wish  to 
eliminate  as  much  of  the  skill 
factor  as  possible  from  the 
ever-increasing  betting 
opportunities. 

But  when  Peter  Jones,  who 
was  appointed  Tote  chairman 
earlier,  this  year,  added  his 
weight  by  saying  that  “form 
study  is  a dying  art”,  betting 
shop  punters  should  be  in  no 

doubt  as  to  what  the  future 
holds. 

Jones  stressed  that  betting 
shops  must  improve  their  ap- 
peal or  risk  losing  customers 
to  other  areas  of  the  leisure 
industry. 

But  one  wonders  how  many 
punters  have  been  alienated 
by  the  move  towards  the 
“numbers  game",  not  to  men- 
tion the  introduction  of 
Amusement  With  Prizes  ma- 
chines (one-armed  bandits  in 
other  words)  into  betting 
shops. 

Jones  warned  racing  not  to 
look  for  extra  funding  for 
prize  money  from  the  betting 
industry  In  the  short  term] 


Morning  glory ...  EF  Language  rounds  the  final  mark  to  take  the  first  leg  mikehutchwqs 


Yarmouth  runners  and  riders 


]|  Newcastle  Jackpot  card 


Exeter  (N.H.) 


“Betting  needs  greater  mar- 
gins, as  well  as  turnover,  to 
develop  business,”  he  said 

“Understandably,  the  own- 
ing fraternity  wants  to  get 
more  money  back  into  horse 
racing  but  it  can’t  look  at  bet- 
ting shops  and  say  we  can  get 
money  out  of  them.  Tfs  Just 
not  there  and  it  would  be 
short-sighted  if  they  were  to 
try." 

Warwick  Bartlett  a direc- 
tor of  the  British  Betting 
Office  Association,  took  a 
swipe  at  the  BHB  for  not  cre- 
ating enough  competitive 
racing. 

“There  should  be  a good 
competitive  race  every  day 
like  an  11-  or  12-runner  handi- 
cap. That's  what  the  punter 
wants, ''he  said. 

True  enough,  but  it  would 
also  help  boost  turnover  if, 
say,  each-way  terms  were 
made  more  appealing,  while 
the  tinkering  with  Computer 
Straight  Forecasts  and  Tri- 
casts have  largely  been  to  the 
detriment  of  the  punter. 

“These  days  people  simply 
do  not  have  the  time  neces- 
sary to  agonise  over  the  cre- 
dentials of  various  contend- 
ers in  a horserace,"  said 
Jones. 

‘The  challenge  faced  by 
horse  racing  is  to  make  it 
more  understandable  to  the 
i new  customers  attracted  to 
the  shops  by  sports  and  num- 
bers betting.” 

This  may  be  so,  but  surely 
there  must  also  be  room  for 
the  backer  who  takes  the 
sport  seriously  and  bets  in  a 
way  which  will  benefit  rac- 
ing, not  just  bookmakers. 

• Julian  Wilson  will  quit  as 
BBC  Television’s  racing  cor- 
j respondent  when  his  contract 
expires  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
“After  32  years  with  the  BBC 
1 feel  the  time  has  come  for  a 
change  of  direction,”  said 
Wilson,  who  plans  to  start 
work  on  his  autobiography. 
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to  (7)  D Mans  3-8-0 MDay* 

i Sea  ft  M Qawran  4-8-7 G MBtfef 

IJAlfisWH ■ Rraadi  ft 


7)  90400  0 i fat  03}  W to*  4-8-4 Goto  Da|T 

(IQ  000506  aWi  MMnd  NS  K Mows  4-7-12 P Doa  (7) 


11 R 000000-taMpbM 
BaBtaB  4-1  Sup  Deed,  G-2  All 
10-1  SrtWttV  12-1  Onto  EU 


} C Mm  4-7-10 ■ Hritaa  ft 

5-1 D J CM.  0-1  needs.  Ari.  8-1  Deris  UfeM 


Latt- tended,  oral  track  o!  1 m5f  nflh  5f  run-in.  Strait  irate. 

Going:  Good.  ★ Denotes  Ofintos.  -.  " 

Draw.  High  numtas  sightly  favoured  up  to  1m.  1 '■ 

Long  distance  travellers:  Mark  Johnston's  rumen,  219  mites. 
Seven  day  wtanars  None. 

Blinkered  first  fime  3.15  Monade;  4.20  Lady  Roctetan  520 

Marie  Combination  Vbamt  520  Scarlet  Crescent 

Rgures  in  brackets  after  horse's  name  denote  days  since  last  outing. 

2 4 RUNHAM  MAIDEN  STAKES  3YO 

■ 1 W 1 m £3.900  (1 4 declared) 

1(71  5 As»*bto{l71)ASto<w19-0 KB** 

2(3  5-7X1  Mood  Gob  ffi)  Off)  J Gosden  3-0 L Drifcrt 

3(4  -J004CI  UdravtWKMMIS-D DIMM 

4(101  3UE0C1  Regal  Hrinder  (32)  M Stale  9-0 to  M> 

5(14)  225  Stotin  Ta  Td  (m  H Ced  9-0 IMn 

60  2 SfeacMa  (111  L uaniril  9-0 J Beta 

70  Sugar  Raaf  M R|W  9-0 PMcMraffl 

8 (5i  tfe  Cepe  BfcraifMIMBpn  6-9 A CM 

ami  60  BdarMI  (17}  6 IAaraS-9 *Jto», 

ram  tauMtaui  c cub  o-b - — a mhm 

lltia  -33202  Karia-ft  GB)  P MDw  0-9 ■ JW  , 

12  n»  6 Md  Boe(T7)  C 6*r>  8-0 Dn  lM 

t3®  D Btonntopsgj  Braden  8-fl r*  grate 

140  DOkyW^AHdeM A UcBtam 

BeCtaff  J-1  Smdta.  4-i  Stems  ToTeA  9-2  Mood  Holy,  0-1  Kam-tb,  Aniklto,  > 
14-1  Uanaa.  ftapl  Dinfcr  

0%  yl  fSBtLLOCKBY  NURSERY  HANDICAP  2Y0 

artw  tin  £3.585  (12  declared) 

1 1S  33103  Bddk  (Zl)  J Dirty  9-7-.- -JJM 

Zt13  343SD4  HqKtou  (9)  R HrifetfMd  9-0  

30)  055100  Tata  A Tn  (12)  HOwnon  9-1 P**,0*"* 

4(1)  0M25O  SWidUdmjCHVbel^)  

5 [41  554  Bdd a (BO)  E Dun  0-12 W 

B (i 0)  <30010  Batanan Ifcto^WI^O.tJdn B-12 IMj  J 

70  123201  SitkAs  A ItomA  Wt^Cteyer  B-12 

0(9)  443  Mareefca (IQ M WD-~. D 

1(51  400006  BMtot  Bwtial  (27)  U tMonae  M L DM 

10(3)  0001  Stew  pa  M Onnan  0-0 ■ 

11  fill  060  Rods  ara*  (D)  “ 1 — D^flaory  (S 

12  pi  0EB00Q  Ha  Sbana  (U)  <1 G Smidi-OdnanB  7-10 GtaM 

Bafle«  7-2  Qakk  4-1  aawrai  Uetodr.  M Sdi  * A Panu  7-1  8-1 

l&MeTemto,  sareetB.  9-1  Bate  Wntoi - 

3 4 C MARTHA*!  SaLWGHAM^ftP 

» ■ 5EP  im  31101yds  S2. 427  (11  dectered) 

IQ  v^rh-  Al*»  (8)  J Pesw Kin5S£ 

2(11  312fl6  AnMos  (S)  JOtoton. 5-9-5  

3(5)  W40CO  0e«  (IS)  P Mann  3-9-2 “ “mih£ 

4 (ill  54000S  Baadt  Q6)  J rjjJSJjT 

5 0 4Q656  CktoOa  8glM  (14J I Daffl(WI  7-^1.. ABaraw* 


O >IC  MAUTBY  CONDITIONS  STAKES  2Y0 

.lP«*ll5r6f  £4,532  (7  declared)-  - • 


tfi  2f  TWe  eu  fC?  OTMSbufcB-7  J J Md 

2(4  1B2  TaMenowMcO) RAMus* 9-2 L Datlnri 

30  1 DmiWl  FaB*  (n  Ql)  M Jdwon  9-0 HU 

4(7)  G5601  DniarCnba  m PlBMedBaS-11  ___ — ■ Tabtodt 

Sm  15  BriHHck  pi)  B 0 udv  0-11 „KMaa 

BQ  iMd  Stager  J Eustace  8-11 J Uta 

7(5)  .5201  MzAa  Pltoe  (2^  6 Lm»  Ml B (ttKt  0 

OMmf  3-4  Tobfermm.  11-4  Had-JBtt.  7-2  TBe  ftd.  11-2  OnueTa  hdy.  &-1 
Manias  FW*.  12-1  Darin  Catoa.  10-1  Lead  anger. 

4.20^”'*  MADS<  STAKES  (WV 1) 


taw  cox top  rams 

2.00  Lme  Academy  Ryvflald 

2.35  Raxsn  Pride  Astrapi 

3.05  Ankmias  HaDody  Atanletyah 

X35  TroJoaHara  ITpecW  K 

4.10  5ooB>eni  Dominion  Sonfiwn  DomUan 

4.40  Muera  Bay  hup)  EaMyafloea 

5.10  BfechMiod  Sua  Chtaeorbib) 

5.40  BnmAiwWBy  HgMtaglkm 

Lefl-hariled  course  of  ImBf  wih  4f  rut-in.  Straight  enfle. 

Going:  Good  to  Fhn,  Good  It  ptaces.  * Denotes  bfiiteis. 

Dime  High  numtare  best  up  to  1m. 

Long  rfistmea  Irarafiera;  Geoff  Lewis's  timers,  311  nfles. 

Seva  dqr  wbmats  3h5  AkentetealL 

Bfinkered  first  Bbkc  2.00  And,  Snottey  Marts  335  On  The  Green; 

4.10  Swyrtbrd  Dreem.  insured:  None. 

o MAiDQI  STAKES 2Y0 

4iVA#  6f  £3,436  (13  declared} 


A A ASEVBi  SEAS  SLUMBER 
Hh  1 VcUPHAHDKAP 

5f  £3,259  (20  dedared) 

SR  (IQ  600030  Snpifari  Bwoa  (ZQ  0)  Qf)  J Wtartm 

4- 10-0 ..  J Loan  * BS 

5K(14)  001120  Mae  Broca  (Mn  (BE)  U Duds  3-9-0 — J Cam  BB 

SHfil  344540  Haaoto  pfl  pj  J 9btj  4-9-4 cmwBwgf*  N 

504(17)  243100 InMi npiC Okiajd 3-9-1 K Banqr  04 

s eflri  033500  Ha  (wgD  lfetels  5-0-13 Ain  Seam  BS 

EM  (ill  00000  GaariEqHBon|44|mJBHtag  4-0-13  J.Gtanadt  82 
mm  133600  Manga  Park  (IQ  p)  In  J Rmsdan  3-8-1 1 J Fortwa  BE 
SM0Q  300000  Matara  Triir  (21)00)8  Mmf 

6-0-11 B Meiton  (7)  * SO 

8090  004421  Suritom  BaMriw  (8)  (7ta  n)  (0)  Mbs  J Cram 

5- 0-10  fi  mtntor  # ago 

510(7)  034060  nAar (O)  (D)  P EwnT-B-B  -™— . J F Egm  * 8S 

511  n OOOZOO  ftora  Hnt  GS  p)  M hi  7-8-0  J Fraadog  B 

BUM  (SUM  Catoto»C0rf)PEwB 5-0-9 A Cntoaaa  81 


V2YO 

71  £4.083  (13  dedared) 

05  Anal  MHQtfUl)  M Jemma  9-0  __ 

0 Captofa  lepn  (27)  D lan  9-0 

4 Mna  HMw  j42>  H Stedc  9-0 

32  JBaftfl)  R Anasimoa  9-0 

lea  JadaadA5»rai9-0 

4 Hria  Skaat M flfl  W ttmai 9-0 

05  Hart: at  napM (U)  J BamaO-O 

04  Rand  CB)  6 Man  9-0 

Ida  M MToir*te9-0 

50  Unado  Pitoce  PQ  K Catatfrai  9-0  _ 

DaariaHaUMB-9 

0 Lady  fiadtatar  (12}  H Spa  8-9 

Ikntenafl  H Cld  B-9 


D Balaad 

K Mai 

JBaU 

B HHa 

. S Bfttaorth 


52605  Ami  (HI  6 ImiG  9-0 Ptad  EtHar*  * 07 

CaptawSaM  J Eiib  9-0 H BaBagbsr  — 

42  Loia  Acadm*  (IQ  M Jctnaon  M 5 Saodm  M 

rtga  Marta  i*Hariw  9-0 J taw  — 

2 B*efirid  (M  Hn  L farm  0-0 B CwtoraSO 


000000  Stariawtou  (14}  n 
90602  Aaoaer  Umto  IQ 
546200  Sanad  Ibe  Toil 

5-8-6 

00090  nqrlfea  TBaa  (116) 
200030  Ban  M (D)  J 


H Hta 

DBm 

OOriMd 

...RFfiMrtffl 

a art* 

V Q*n 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


BMtag:  7-4  CbM  Sent.  6-1  TtaOawd.  7-1  Qnaii  Lcgn.  Mi.  KM  Assb 
Itonaggr.  Lm  JHMd,  12-1  Hrt  16-1  MrtOI  Pntfta.  Sanaa) 

4.50™^ MM>BI  ***  ** 

.71  £4,083  (13  declared) 

Ip3l  OapBri Pitaaa S bn SWm 9-0 l Mtort 

2(1)  20  CRtoto  IM  OBI  D lodff  9-0 «Bta 

3«  Qarfrt  Boidl CMytel 9-0 — k Hxiat 

4(0  3 CMtoa  (HZ)  B HR  9-0 B Oaetma 

50  . Sahtoa  Uric  6 Vta®  9-0 H HR 

b3  Krito  Edga  M Sr«*Tg-0 J Md 

7M  42  »*hab  07}  (BRB  itatorj  90  BHHj 

8(7)  0 MantHnaiwen  SirM  Preaa*0-O  6 tedBrid 

9(11)  Tanoai  ASSnn  W) S HHMOrt 

VO  ■ Bqaqr  Mad  J Fantnc  8-8 B Bar 

US  OltaRaeBJirmH  Ryan  0-9 AOrt 

12  § DO  Barflem  Lars  (20)  M Tarthi  8-9 0 0®s 

130  otonat  H May  B-B D OHanafiaa 

MBtar  3-1  eaten  Tkn,  11-4  CBoU  PUnoa.  13-2  Koto  Edge.  0-1  &*tai  U*. 
□wsm,  MtMt  io-i  Town,  Bnmr  fw 

gZ  OATHRI6BY  HANDICAP 

a#wfcW1m2t  £3,996  (13  declared) 

18 


1080  30  SenWads  pa  U*L  Pratt  9-0 J F Egu  B 

1070  TQ Hated CTamn 9-0 Pam  HtBia—  — 

1 B0  (131  60  Ite  Bhm  Acadaoy  (2S)  M Jotaatm  9-0  J Fwtoaa  ta  M 

105(53  06  Boliteva  mjBny0-9 K Drtw  70 

1100  064030  luibaBrii HI Tafaaitor 0-0  J Grant  «1 

ni(7)  6 laka Tkri (JS M CUiacao 0-9  — L Cteneck  77 

112(10)  Dfactc  npa  W Saw*  B-s J Fraedag  — 

mlg  00  Shottor Marta (HNBKnBM ADdema*  M 

BatUng:  6-4  Lora  tadeny,  5-1  RyMUfr-i  Am*.  10-1  Pipe  Must 
raw  BOBE  - Ant  AArays  onriart.  ittfcn  arar  S ad.  m pace,  5*  al  14. 4H 
btAU  Goring  Derak  M LnpUd  H 2y  art  Fn.  Inra  Awdeey:  hadod  krafcra, 
Ww  a ok  m ctem  rti  a*iw.  Met  7.  a M*d  MBaali  al  ftriHO'iah 
Sl  Oyritott  ixd  in*  twdad  <M  U knnrg.  no  m.  an  ri  R 3 bebw  town 
Sari « a*  a 2y  mti  wi  Gtf-Sb.  Tfea  Mm  Ac adanj:  Qnsed  laadn  5L  mn 
itidan  and  Mrioned  SBi  sl  12.  II  baMnd  Im  Cbrisenra  id  Hradrt  71 2y  nM,  Bd- 

fUL 

2Q  jE  ALNWICK  HAIDEM  RLUES’  STAKES  2Y0 

■Q9ra#7f  £3^25  (10  declared} 

S3  52 

2050  2RansPWa{21)ttsMIMer8-11 A CMnna  83 

2MQ  563  Fimd  (431 L Orad  0-11 K Daday  80 

2050  KaoMez  M Johastti  8-11 JKM  — 

2d6<ioi  Sccoud Tara HSnoy 8-11 — _.  J tod*  — 

2070  3 SptaadU  a Sk  U nrsttoa  8-11 ■ Sandan  Bl 

anew  2B2B®  SM«rfiiianpOtoO-ii xnm  n 

289(7)  4 THwraa DQ Sbn 5brcnrS-1l — — B Htod  07 


0180  600000  Swxr Rocky 

519 B 600000  RU Stow (Q (0) (BBN Byemh 6-0-4  Dow  Him  01 
tB9(13  050000  BraTa  Baaama  (14)  p)  M DM  0-0-4  __  T raHam  N 
BelMg  7-1  Mon  ftuca.  9-1  Ubqd  Part.  9-1  Swyriml  Drasra.  Sadbem  Dawwn. 
W-1  kv*a  Ednta,  (kb  (km.  nug  Boa. 

RMM  SUM-  Srayriart  Dmm  S)«d  3L  ran  rUn  KW  wrigMGd  let  el  7. 71 
trim  PH*  Btara  • Hwdocfc  a hop.  Gdf»  M*  be*  Spand  B hrtnw,  ■»> 
imrianed.  1»  gf  31,  IQ  bebM  Cmc  Haan  ri  Tori  51  tap.  Ed  Sarihan 
QaaMM  Htao  H,  w m ml  tan  tuto*.  am  al  A*  51  hoft  SB.  baateg  Aouttnr 
E|daoito  0c  3p  by  a 

a Af%wame&  store  cokverlean 

HPra^fU  HANDICAP  (D H 1) 

im  21 32yds  £2,430  (20  declared) 

HuiHaHHi  Lao  an  A Brio*  7-10-0  . J Crani  it  M 
Waff  (BUM  (is  nj  ftme  5-9-12  — S Sarin  H 
FMa  (THanaM  u)X  Bute  3-9-10  — D Barney  a 01 

SaHM  An  0RSpte  4-9-9 A Metoa  p>  86 

Chart Ito (2* ffl) P Enos 4-WS JFEgm*  05 

E»aw£w  m m tea  U fkwley  0^0-4 ._.  Ktotof  *BD 

Unmlactn  Ruagra  5-B-3  J luAu  84 

ftandK)  Dm  (3B7)  W McKeora  4-9-3 — J (hoar  82 
R*tag  Hip  (M)  B kUjar  3-9-1  . — Dm  Mfenra  83 
Kada Kobmb M J H Mran 4-9-0 — JRatraw*  BS 

Itean  Bar  0Ti  WO  lads  04-0 Pad  Eddny  07 

tawHai  MM  Dote  4-9-0 : — Dato  GBsso  H 

Damang  Daawy  (177}  ft  fitafcao  5-6-1?  - ■ Cerftaia  81 
Dwm  H7)  C FaHrnt  3-6-T1 P tea*  n 81 

a Aral  Daoca  R p)  E Way tm 

10^ CIrta*ar«  85 

616(7)  44022  ajnct*60l)a (57)0 M*W 3-0-8  — Tima*  BS 

*170  154100  Bractaos  Ura  (2Q  Ms  M Rnetey  3-0-4  _ A Meat  BE 

B18{1S)  90532  Gadraea  (B)  P Mam  3-0-3 L Oanmk  » 

B»(M)  245060  MaobM M Brit*  6-0-2 0 Mrawg*  ffl  02 

■a  hi)  5M  BaW  Stag  (W  6 torty  4-7-13  — B taaai  fr)  — 
BaBtog:  5-1  Mon  Baj.  7-1  Wbribrida  Lai  Hamr  WU&.  8-1  Easarateee.  Kau 
Koraria,  9-1  FA  OHonraa,  Gotta  Aca,  10-1  Oadmra,  Cud  IQ 

FBBH  Bate -HaWridgalrat  Ettw  rifflPt.  wa  rttfcn  wdnaw  Wtejadteafen 
beMnd  Mad  fflanay  a AnMn  la  a top.  Sd-SS.  Hmnr  IMc  ttortqr 
marine  satfi.  aura  terttenta  B a bring,  a*  brted,  2nd  ri  19,  bd  Wnd 


mmlmwVt 5-0-6  G Paifcto  (Q  * 
t M«BBls*nMB+!i  9 Smm*  (Q 


LDaltori 
WRwn 
PMEddray 
■ BoBerlc 
K Darts* 


~ig  Bbb  % LrariS 

33  157  21  *2043 

32  IBS  165  +8-40 
26  132  197  -4408 
24  157  153  -4&B8 
2D  90  223?  -2205 
19  122  156  +5120  . 
.17  73  233  +1132 


liriwa  W Ruib  * tariS 
23  174  132  +5030 
22  99  222  -4026 

18  105  17.1  -3073 

iicraarari  tt  « w.l 

jnnialiiai  13  90  144  -3277 

■BStato  13  100  .134  -3140 

HBfaqpMu  13  127.102  -2930 


CEBrtttoia 

BflACrari 

jBraGead 

LHCrana 

jBFUaba 


06490  Chafe  agtoM  I dagtol -4-Q-7 -«_«»*■> 

444003  Wto*  Sranr  (IIQ  W R totftwg.  F Itetn 

513000  Hagie CorttaaBon  OT  B Qatn4-9-5 LDearat* 

612132  TwJwgijcwu.qg1  8 “2*5* 

Onirtn  p7)  (iq  0 Ifc  4-8-4 H RHf 


IbnrtB  Q4)  A AraaH&O  3-9-1 B HBi 

ZBraart  « (G)  K Habri  3-B-1  B CodnsN 

I SaMaMC Eneta 3-8-13 Dm  91m 


2100  040000  TaraaBeGMCa  (2I)J  WMiralpIB-ll  J FraBaa  18 

BaUtog:  7-4  Atart  7-2  Fnd.  9-2  Ta)MB.  7-1  Sramr  ttoL  0-1  Item  Mfc. 

raw 

2adri 
irtilM 
SoBje 
pa*.! 

Ctaat  Una  a Ajr  S orii  fc  SIL  

o AEDURIUIT  OF  dunstall HEALTH  FOOD 
l#raU9  HOLDINGS  WHOLESALE  HANDICAP 

6f  £3,859  (20  declared) 

301S  000003  DaddeBaaraeM  Pl)P  Hrti  7-8-13  . S Saedn  80 

aazwj  3-2001 


BON  COX 
Grey  Smote 
Western  Pbyboy 
Dr  Leunt  (nb) 
Tap  Skipper 
Traavaffle 
Effectual 


TOP  FORM 

LombanEc 

Damn 

TraB  Boss 

BMschtaom  Bard 

ShOetagh  Oak 

Waked 


| D CtelBai 7-B-B  L Ckenncfc*  70 
(D)  Ural  Pane 04-7  JBtaraar  88 
"rtt  CT.  .Star 

--- — ...  A Mete  P)  01 

A CamB  4-8-5 AM§  B 

BUielgM 5-0-6  G Peikfe  (9*  M 


aateg  sattL  am  tirtnga  fete  bring,  in  total  2sd  d l%bd  MraB 
UKrtai  a WeiriA  1m  3>  cubn  top.  GOFra  Bwptoa  Belted.  riw«n4 
geyad  oi  teal  biting,  nowai  Mte,  5«i  ri  18.  a bteind  Stain  M*ac  ■ Pmetau 
lai4(i(p)ian  Gd4=o.  

g*  A J%MLBURN  HEALTH  FOODS  IBSTLET0EIN1 

V CLAIMING  HANDICAP  (DW  2) 

im  £2,346  p7  dedared) 


Testing,  right-hancted  droit  ot  Zm  vnth  300yds  run-in.  Undutstlng,  with  a home  straight  at 
hal-a-nrie. 

Going:  Good.  * Denotes  binkers. 

Long  MSancB  tmmBan:  Die  BouU  Vt  1155}  Mss  M Aiwtend.  Notts,  237  mfles;  It’s 
Wafia ca  (5.0C8.  J C Poufen.  £ Sussex.  187  mites. 

Seven  day  winners:  None. 

Blrfiorad  first  time  220  Plauslum;  235  Distant  Storm. 

Visorad:  None. 

Figures  in  brackets  after  horse’s  name  denote  dais  since  last  ouihg.  F.FtaL  j 

0%  OrtCOOKHi  FOODSOlVICe  NOVICE  HURDLE  ! 

wuReV2in  6f  £2,337  (11  dedared) 

1 53(21  Larinnfc(U)  raj  CM  6-11-5 .C  UmmP)H 

2 tP4*14  Torany  Coapar  ft  Mrs  B Wterirn  6-11-5 E Byrne 

3 1C4F-  Sn§  Sraaka  (278)  (BF)  Mb  H Kngn  7-19-12 J F may 

4 3M-  Ktagstoraf  raimar  (4za  0 Swwad  6-MH2 ■ Sktunto 

5 5PB95  Mr-Tras  ft  ABM  5-10-12 V Shteay  * 

■ D&  HitoMto(23qP  Hariri  5-10-12 R Draranody 

7 53JTP-  »»ra  Cbmopo  (438)  J UfSIM  6-10-12 « Swrie 

I 3/233-  Ran  Curtmr  pSE)  C Barwl  5-10-1? B Fenton 

9 4091  Jurag  Ibe  Uprit  ft  P Ftatoti  4-10-10 S tamgb 

» 9 Mm  Ttgar  021 B Palng  +-10-10 Hr  D S tow 

tl  P PtoMNom  (11)  W 6 M liarar  4-19-10  — ..... JParaarft* 

Brifiag:  7-4  LnfcnB;  11-4  San  Sake.  6-T  kipsland  rarantr.  Nortanta.  6-1  Rtar  CMnge,  16-1  Tawny 
Cnpv.  25-1  Junp  The  Utfra,  ton  Customer  1 

2|5  IS  NISONS  SSJJNG  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

HHiiH#2m  If  110yds  £1, 812(11  decterecD 

1 49811  namw  (IS)  (Q  H Hpe  6-12-0 A P McCoy 

2 -00450  Stagtofeari  Lady  ft  (CO)  J Stem  9-11-6 Ik  s Dm*  m 

3 912P0  My  Bantarid  ft  Ucnes  7-11-0 MaaEJJomtn 

4 -64434  UOia  Haritaaa  ft  (CD)  S Snips  6-10-8 HAftepmU* 

6 P-33W  RHnraPnirtri (13) R Fran 8-10-7 J fieri 

B P13S*-  HUete  Rosto  (I7IB  M Ifl  10-10-6 — C Httb  ft 

7 5435PF  Dtataai  Stans  (in  B LteHten  4-19-5 IFomI* 

B P152W  CagtoraCbrarai  pS2]  KAriptearl  0-10-5 T Hvflrara  (7) 

9 PD295  Panto* Dm (2te n Rrttaa 4-19-2 — iragte* 

W PROW  GrtsBHaMCTffl)HS»ww1tHfr-1 J Woty 

U PF-04  Woriran Rayboy (h| R Bato 5-10-0 VStaBray-* 

Baffiog  6-4  Dsaas.  11-2  Late  Hoofepn.  7-1  ten  Prtdrd  8-1  Peraar  Dam,  Hfasten  P Wry,  12-1 
SHpWort  lay.  My  ha-***i  14-1  kfiairas  Me  

ri%  AJSBOOKBt FOODSERVICE DIICHY OF 
CORNWALL  CUP  NOVICE  CHASE 

2m  Bt  110yds  £4,280  (7  dedared) 

t 0S650-  Dr  Land  (105)  P Hatte  6-1V0 R Bnmody 

2 3P1P-  Hoalaqrii  Bey  DWHIfew  7-11-0 M A Ftararid 

> P3124/  MplMiBaft*  Mm  V W***  8-11-0 M Wtanran 

4 /2UF-  Scant BM (217) R Nnar 7-1 1-0 Altmtow 

B SJ2P-5  Tour Laadaron  (C)  R Bula>  6-11-0 ■E5I,, 

I FCPP-2  IM  Ban  (2$ura  H Mpa  B— 1 1-0 J Crikey 

7 0P9  HBcndRagrita (229)  RAtar  5-10-12 A Tkontae 

BMtoF  6-4  Dr  Ian.  11-4  Tiai  Boss.  4-1  Hated  Baton.  6-1  Tar  Leader.  12-1  Seori  BU.  ZD-1  Hferrit 
tepana  s-i  Mrarimb  Bay 

0%  J5  jCKITSONS  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

Ora*l9  2m  3f  £2,766  (13  dedared) 


riEddoy  75 
JSqpto  M 
J Can*  83 


1 ■ 434-24  SrtOrija  (OB  pfJMRpa  5-12-9 A P McCoy 

2 422-45  lira  Brartdne  ps)  M Mbs  M Rorind  5-11-9 P Udgta*  « 

3 (V300-  Bad  OH  (24H  M A [rail  8-11-6 S MM 

4 46F71-  budfetaifcr  M21)  P tttfts  7-11-5 G TMnBy 

B 1208-P  Sritap  Ooartat  (29)  N Tntten-DlHS  7-11-8 C UranBya 

B 03036-  BtobcUnm  Bard  (217)  D Oarirrto  7-10-13 B DaMnorty 

7 TOW  Yacta  MBSI  A N»ra*0  5-10-6 J R Kaararaga 

8 06/2-5  TbtHWtrRHQ)  6 Edirate  10-10-7 — BSritarft* 

9 223-31  TkeBmer nl  J Trt  5-16-4 B Btrtaray 

» 11174  Tip  SkfcpraB  W 'Ktmmt  5-10-1  — » J TUart  (5) 

U S56-6  She  Hv  (13)  {»1  M OoriB  12-19-0 — Maa  H Clwrta 

12  DPP-34  Cram  tad  CstetoB  (14)  T GfcaBeod  4-10-0 P Hatay 

U 3D-P3  Aatgart  Traaiam  (U)  A Bbhm  B-iO-O M 9 radw  (7) 

BrilK  7-2  The  Bran,  4-1  Shama.  5-1  KruJtetaxxc  7-1  BcsMain  Bal  6-1  Sumg  Oram.  19-1  leg 
Sfeoar.  14-1  Iha  Unter.  Qu*  And  Qcttn 


A ri%/to  BOOKER  FOODSSWCE  NOVICE 
^trawVHAfmrCAP  CHASE 


Group  C:  PSV  v Newcastle  United 

Kenny  coy 
on  Pistone 
pumping 

IT  WOULD  probably  I tbe  current  Dutch  champ! 
require  a mathematician  Pistone ’s  return  wc 
of  the  dexterity  of  Carol  restore  some  professional 
Vorderman  to  assess  ac-  but  the  odds  are  a gams 


IT  WOULD  probably 
require  a mathematician 
ctf  the  dexterity  of  Carol 
Vorderman  to  assess  ac- 
curately tbe  number  of  times 
that  Kenny  Dalglish  has  been 
described  as  canny,  cunning 
or  cagey. 

Concealment  is  close  to 
Dalglish's  heart  — at  Black- 
bum  he  once  told  a press  con- 
ference that  he  was  unaware 
of  the  extent  of  an  injury  to 
Kevin  Gailacher,  only  for  Gal- 
lacher  to  hobble  out  of  the 
ground  minutes  later  with  a 
broken  leg  — and  yesterday 
morning  at  Newcastle  airport 
the  manager  was  up  to  his 
tricks  again. 

On  this  occasion  the  ques- 
tions surrounded  the  fitness 
ami  availability  of  Alessandro 
Pistone  for  tonight's  match  at 
PSV  Eindhoven.  Dalglish  at 
least  confirmed  the  existence 
of  the  defender  be  signed 
from  IntemazionaJe  this  sum- 
mer, but  would  not  go  much 
further. 

Was  Pistone  at  the  airport, 
he  was  asked.  "Don't  know.” 
Was  he  intending  to  travel  to 
Eindhoven?  "Don’t  know.” 
Right  then,  if  Pistone  was  at 
the  airport,  and  if  he  was 
travelling,  was  he  fit  enough 
to  play?  “Don't  know.  Ifs  a 
matter  for  Derek  Wright 
[Newcastle's  physio].”  Exas- 
peration all  round. 

Pistone,  in  fact  was  not  on 
United's  flight  but  that  does  1 
not  mean  that  he  will  not  ar- 
rive today. 

The  interest  in  the  Italian, 
who  injured  an  ankle  against 
Chelsea  three  weeks  ago,  de- 
rived from  the  Doncaster-type 
performance  of  Newcastle’s 
defence  at  Elland  Road  on  Sat- 
urday. IT  that  dismal  showing 
were  to  he  repeated  here,  at  a 
stadium  with  a Toys'RTJs 
superstore  attached  to  it,  then 
Newcastle  might  find  them- 
selves the  playthings  of  PSV, 


the  current  Dutch  champions. 

Pistone ’s  return  would 
restore  some  professionalism, 
but  the  odds  are  against  it, 
leaving  Dalglish  to  decide 
whether  to  recall  Philippe  Al- 
bert at  the  expense  of  Steve 
Howey  or  Darren  Peacock;  or 
to  persevere  with  them,  Steve 
Watson  and  John  BeresfortL 
Either  way,  collectively  it  is  a 
defence  of  ebbing  self-belief, 
although  Dalglish  was  pre- 
dictably reluctant  to  develop 
that  notion. 

"We  cannot  be  dismissive 
of  the  Leeds  result.”  he  said, 
“but  that's  not  to  say  it  has 
been  on  our  minds.  This  is  a 
new  day  and  a new4 
tournament." 

The  history  of  Newcastle’s 
European  progress  so  for  sug- 
gests that  Dalglish  may . be 
correct  Before  lacing  Zagreb, 
they  overcame  Sheffield 
Wednesday  in  unconvincing 

fashion;  before  Barcelona, 
they  lost  at  home  to  Wimble- 
don; and  before  Kiev,  they 
lost  at  Chelsea. 

Saturday’s  defeat,  however, 
was  on  a different  scale,  a fact 
acknowledged  by  one  of  the 
players  it  most  have  hurt 
most  David  Batty.  “HopefUfly 
well  never  sink  to  those 
depths  again,”  said  the  for- 
mer Leeds  midfielder,  “and 
there's  no  way  I think  we  can. 
We  still  have  our  confidence.” 

They  will  need  to  show  it  in 
the  Philips  Stadion  tonight 
against  a PSV  side  lying 
second  in  the  Dutch  champi- 
onship. but  who  need  to  win 
to  reawaken  their  dozing 
chances  of  qualification  for 
the  quarter-finals  having 
taken  only  one  point  so  for. 

A draw  might  not  be  a bad 
result  from  Newcastle's  per- 
spective, a theory  Dalglish 
responded  to  in  caricature: 
“It  would  be  better  than  a de- 
feat but  not  as  good  as  a 
victory." 


•We 


•V  J* 


Best  foot  forward Alan  Shearer  gets  back  into  the  swing  of  things  as  he  recovers  from  his  ankle  injury.  The  England 

striker  trained  with  his  Newcastle  team-mates  yesterday  after  they  arrived  in  Holland  photograph:  mike scott 


a talking  point 

for  Dalglish 


MarfcTallentireon 

a striking  problem 
posed  by  PSV 

ONCE  Kenny  Dalglish 
bps  sat  down  , with  his 
players  and  watched 
tbe  video  of  PSVs  last  league 
before  the  Champions 

League  Tnw»ting  in  Eindhoven, 
tonight,  they  may  find  it’s 
good  to  talk;  Newcastle  will  be. 

seeing  rather  a lot  of  tbe  Dutch 

dub  in  the  next  two  weeks. 

rurtgiigh  dispatched  Alan  Ir- 
vine to  Nijmegen  on  Sunday  to 

qpo  fh«»  niTfrrh  rh»rpptons  coast 

to  a 4-0  wmagainstNEC,  long- 
time underachievers  with  the 
promotion  and  relegation  ten- 
dencies of  West  Ham  through 
the  past  10  years. 

The  Newcastle  coach  would 
have  had  plenty  to  report  on 
his  return,  not  least  the  form 
of  Luc  Nllis.  The  30-year-old 
Belgium  international  and 
1996  Dutch  Player  of  the  Year 
has  had  recent  differences  of 
opinion  with  the  PSV  coach 
Dick  Advocaat.  but  two  well- 
taken  goals  all  bat  assured 
him  of  a place  in  tonight's 
starting  line-up. 

“We  have  sorted  out  our 
differences.  This  was  a good 
game  for  Nibs -to  get  into 
rhythm.  He  is  back  to  his  best 
and  showed,  with  two  fine 
goals,  he  is  ready: to  play,” 
said  Advocaat,  a 50-year-old 
who  is  in  his  first  club  job 
after  moving  through  the 
ranks  with  the  national  side 
to  steer  them  to  the  quarter- 
finals of  the  1994  World  Cup. 

Just  as  importantly,  PSV 
won  while  easing  two  key 
players  back  to  match  fitness. 
Philip  Cocu  and  Gilles  de 
RUdp  both  came  on  as  second- 
half  substitutes,  the  latter 
chipping  in  with  a smartly 
taken  goal  set  op  by  Nllis. 

For  PSV  — undefeated  in 
tbe  league  but  because  of  four 
draws,  five  points  behind  Ajax 
— the  Champions  League  is 
test  reaching  the  point  where 


a win  is  imperative.  Their 

last  match  produced  a create 

able  2-2  draw  at  Barcelona  but  • 

they  came  badly  unstuck  m; 

the  first  losing  3-1  at  home  to .-  . 

Dynamo  Kiev.  ^.vv  : 

They  are  the  wealthiest  -t . 
club  In  Holland  as  wen  as  the 
most  unpopular.  Part  of  the.  -v 
reason  is  their  reputation  for  „■ 
hiring  expensive  talent  rather  . 

than  discovering  it.  and  the  . 

reluctance . of.  their  forts  to  r 
travel. to  away  matches.  When  _ m 

they  lifted  the  European  Cup  _ 
in  1988  they  did  not  win  a . >,  v.-H- 
gairm  after  the  second  round  \ 
and  only  got  past Benflca  far'  ~ ; *V- 
the  final  on  penalties.  • ■ ..-c 

Tonight  with  the  exception  - 
of  Chris'van  der  Weerden,  the  • • --  ; 

recipient  of  a red  card  in  Bar- 
celona,  and  the  injured' 
Boudewijn  Zenden,  Advocaat 
has  a Full  squad  to  choose  ' - 
from.  Moreover.  12  of  PSV*s 
outfield  players  have  scared 
league  goals  this  season,  in-  ' 
eluding  all  of  the  back  four. 

The  Dutch"  international 
Jaap  Stem  lines  up  in  the  cen- 
tre of  defence  with  Ernest  -..-1 
Faber,  who  got  the  opener  ion  - • " 
Sunday.  Arthur  Numart  an- 
other fin  international,  arid.."* 
Vampeta  are  both  full-backs  rV  . 
who  like  to  get  forward.  . 7 

Wixn  Jonk  plays  the  bolding  - r- 
role  in  front  of  the  back  four 
and  a third  Dutch,  ihternar  •*.- 
tianal,  Cocu,  takes  on  the  • ' ~ • ' 
playmaker’s  role.  Zeljko  Pe- 
trovic  will  probably  play,  on  - •.-■*  - - - 
the  right  of  midfield  with  To-  . . 

mek  I wan  on  the  left.  Nilis  . . 

will  be  joined  in  attack  by  his 
compatriot - De  Bilde  rather  - _>  • • • 
than  Peter  Mflller,  who  scored 
a late  equaliser  in  Barcelona. 

Advocaat  was  at  Leeds  on 
Saturday  to  witness  Newcas- 
tie’s  biggest  defeat  of  the  sea- 
son and  left  the  ground  with  - 
plenty  to  think  about. 

Tonight’s  game,  and  the 
return  at  St  James'  Park  in  a 
fortnight,  will  reveal  how  1 •,  -r 
closely  the  Newcastle  players  m 

listen  to  Irvine’s  observations.  • 

PSV  (probable):  Watwraua:  Vampeta, 

Sum,  Faber,  Human:  Jonk;  SUnga.  Cocu,  . ... 

hnuc  NIB*  De  BiUJe.  - 1 ' 


First  Division 

Nottm  Forest  1 , West  Bromwich  Albion  0 


Sunderland  0,  Swindon  Town  0 HciyWcird  P3yS  Off  ®roup  B:  Manchester  Utd  v Feyenoord 

Phillips  penalty  miss  brings  « _ i Juve-beating  spirit  should 

gloom  to  Stadium  of  Light  VVOIV6S  Q0DIS  tell  against  troubled  Dutch 


Campbell  on  cue  gloom  to  Stadium  of  Light 

* • ■ ...  — I ng,  gnniri  thtt  mlnrit  Hrrt- 


John  Lawson 


■ V'EVIN  CAMPBELL’S  de- 
1^  termination  to  silence 
I Xhis  detractors  earned 
Nottingham  Forest  a decisive 
victory  last  night  and 
strengthened  their  bid  to 
return  to  the  Premiership  at 
the  first  attempt 

Campbell,  frequently  vili- 
fied by  the  Forest  supporters, 
capped  a impressive  perfor- 
mance by  scoring  the  74th- 
minute  goal  that  broke  West 
Bromwich  Albion's  gallant 
resistance. 

Ray  Harford's  side  had  held 
out  for  much  of  the  game  de- 
spite having  Daryl  Burgess 
sent  off  for  a professional  foul 
on  Campbell  in  the  34th 
minute. 

Despite  packing  their  mid- 
field  Albion  could  not  pre- 
vent Forest  from  slipping  into 
their  fluent  passing  style. 
Campbell,  who  was  a constant 
menace,  spun  sharply  on  the 
edge  of  the  box  before  shoot- 
ing over  the  bar  in  the  fifth 
minute. 

Forest  were  twice  unsettled 
by  the  pace  of  the  winger 
Kevin  Kiibane  but  generally 


dominated  proceedings  and 
created  a succession  of  clear- 
cut  chances. 

The  Scotland  international 
Scot  Gemmill  had  already 
headed  over  from  a good  posi- 
tion when  he  forced  a fine 
reflex  save  from  Alan  Miller 
with  a delightful  chip  from 
the  edge  of  the  box. 

Albion's  problems  mounted 
with  the  sending-off  of  Bur- 
gess and  It  took  two  fine  saves 
from  Miller  to  deny  Colin 
Cooper  in  the  closing  stages 
of  tbe  first  half. 

Forest  appeared  to  have 
run  out  of  ideas  shortly  after 
the  break  but  the  introduc- 
tion of  Steve  Stone  to  give 
them  fresh  impetus.  Stone 
should  have  scored  with  his 
first  touch  after  Miller's  poor 
punch  landed  at  his  feet,  but 
he  shot  tamely,  enabling  Paul 
Mardon  to  clear  off  the  Una. 

Dave  Beasant  was  called 
upon  to  deny  Andy  Hunt  but 
Campbell  settled  the  Issue 
shortly  afterwards. 

Motttaistani  FarHt  Beasant.  Lyttle. 
Rogers.  Cooper,  Ctosta.  Hfekto.  Moan, 
Gam  null.  Van  Hooydank.  Campbell.  Ban- 
Wllllams. 

West  BramoMi  Norton:  Miller,  Holmes, 
Smith,  Sneekes,  Burgess.  Mardon, 
Cakficott,  Hamilton.  Butler.  Hum.  KHeane. 
Mwtoi  Mr  0 Pugh  (WlrrnJ). 


Sport  in  brief  I Resuits 


Boxing 

Carl  Wright  has  regained  con- 
sciousness after  emergency 
surgery  10  days  ago  following 
his  defeat  on  the  Prince  Na- 
seem  named  undercard  in 
Sheffield,  but  he  remains  in 
intensive  care  at  Walton  Hos- 
pital, writes  John  Rowling. 

The  Liverpool  light-welter- 
weight’s trainer  Colin  Moor- 
croft  said:  “1  was  at  his  bed- 
side when  he  came  round  and 
he  winked  at  me.  He  can't 
speak  yet  but  all  the  signs  are 
encouraging." 

Hamed's  next  defence  of  his 
WBO  featherweight  title  has 
been  confirmed  for  December 
19  at  Madison  Square  Garden, 
with  New  York's  Kevin  Kel- 
ley his  expected  challenger. 

The  Fleetwood  professional 
Jane  Couch  should  be  allowed 
on  the  Wembley  undercard  to 
the  December  6 Henri.  Gra- 
ham-Vlnnie  Pazlenza  fight. 
Lennox  Lewis's  backer  Panos 
Ellades  Is  urging  the  British 
Board  of  Control 

Cricket 

Warwickshire  have  played 
down  rumours  that  Brian 
Lara  is  having  second 
thoughts  about  signing  up  as 
a one-year  replacement  for 
Allan  Donald. 

Golf 

American  Express  is  to  end 
its  three-year  sponsorship  of 
the  women's  European  Tour, 
put  at  some  £4  million,  at  the 
end  of  a season  that  also  sees 
the  departure  of  the  Tour’s 
chief  executive  Terry  Coates. 


Football 

NATIONWIDE  LEAGUE 
First  Division 


am  (CO  a 
Spencer  62 


tay(0)  i 
Bottorsby  57 
4.ME 


Oxford  UM  (0]  1 Hdlaabra»^  (1)  4 
Purse  51  Emerson  36.  Mustoe  79 

9.306  Fleming  81.  Moraon  B0 

Port  Vain  (11 4 HattdarafWd  [O)  1 
Horne  26  (og).  Talbot  47  Stewart  86 
Ainsworth  73.  Naylor  83  5.244 

PertoaiuuUi  (1)  t Bwdlad  C (1)  1 


McLougNin  17  ipen) 

U27 

HMff  UU  (2)  5 SU 

WMiatause  6 
Floran  21,  48.  90 
Deana  55 

8— atarterel  (0)0  Si 

27.653 

Second  Division 
Manhood  (1)8  Cheat 

Clarkson  42.  Quinn  47  (pen) 


riWild  (0)  « 
Stewart  86 
5344 

HerdC  (1)1 

Ednino  40 

«iwer«(1)f 
McIntosh  23 
IftSrtl 


MMim 

Bern  7.  napler  46 
IL967 

■Hotel  C|0)  2 
Bell  64  u»ni 
Goodrldga  89 

Carfcde  (0}  O 


taul  dvrs  (2)  3 
- Heytea  is.  71 
Beadle  17 
fnetie  (Q  1 

DycMBS  (og) 
BAB 

Utofl  (Cl  1 


Hu«er  6 (pen)  Howe  ** 

&0SS 

Oldham  (0)  a QrBHUfo  (0)  O 

Wrtglrt  48.  Duxtwry  90  4,620 

"snwoMlh  |l)  2 ■ii-nlay  (1)  2 

-•mm  40  Eyres  9 (pen) 

HeaPiceto  47  Fond  96 


wartfon)  (i|  2 Wham  (09  O 

Roaentoal  42,  Robinson  98  11.496 

W%aa  (0)  i OWaBhain  (1)  4 

La«  08  AWnOhrl  31.  RatoStta  47 

3^14  Butter  n (pen) 

FwtuifrWnl  re 


Goocgn  CauPdn 

THE  Stadium  of  Light  cap 
readily  be  transformed 
into  the  stadium  of  plight  and 
even  coarser  rhyming  adjec- ; 
lives.  “Mi^it”  best  summed 
up  last  night's  offering,  Sun- 
derland failing  to  convert  nu- 
merous chances,  including  a 
15th-mioute  penalty,  into 
three  points.  Full-time 
brought  a crescendo  of  jeers. 

Managerial  pressure  on 
Peter  Reid  had  been  lessened 
by  Saturday's  3-1  defeat  of 
Huddersfield,  but  three  prior 
defeats,  two  to  their  local 
rivals  Middlesbrough,  bad  in- 
creased terrace  unrest  which 
was  not  alleviated  by  a tragi- 
comedy witnessed  inside  the 
first  quarter-hour. 

Anger  at  seeing  the  de- 
fender Chris  Makln  carried 
off  after  a careless  lunge  by 
Darren  Bullock  was  replaced 
by  frustration  when  Sunder- 
land wasted  a gilt-edged 
chance  of  revenge. 

A direct  move  down  the  left 
wing  involving  Michael  Gray 
and  Martin  Smith  ended  with 
Kevin  Phillips  hauled  to  the 
ground  as  be  attempted  to 
control  the  cross.  Bullock, 
booked  for  his  foul  on  Makin, 


was  again  tbe  culprit  bat  was 
somehow  spared  further  pun- 
ishment before  Phillips  sent 
an  insipid  penalty  kick 
straight  into  Fraser  Digby’s 
dutches. 

At  least  this  woke  up  a sub- 
dued crowd  and  shook  Sun- 
derland from  their  apathy.  In 
the  26th  minute  the  impres- 
sive Lee  Clark  let  fly  from 
outside  of  the  area  and  saw 
the  ball  hit  the  right-hand 
angle  and  cannon  to  safety  off 
the  prone  Digby  torso. 

Swindon  had  contributed 
relatively  little  apart  from  a 
bad  attitude,  although  their 
rudimentary  approach  could 
be  explained  by  the  injury-en- 
forced absence  of  10  first-team 
players. 

Their  obvious  desperation 
to  ding  on  for  a draw 
prompted  some  heart-stop- 
ping  moments.  Chris  Casper 
hoofed  a strong  header  from 
Kevin  Ball  off  the  goal-line  in 
the  54th  minute  and  a mo- 
ment later  Digby  blocked 
Smith's  attempted  lob. 

SwAarlaNd  (4-4-2J:  Paraz;  Williams. 
Craddock.  Ord.  Makln  (Smith.  Idmlii): 
Johnston.  Ball,  Clash.  Gray;  Bridges. 
Phillips. 

SvUoa  (3-S-2J:  Digby,  Casper.  Borrow. 
Taylor  Culvorhouso,  Bullock.  Watson 
(Walters.  79).  Colllna.  Gooden;  Hay, 
Allison. 

Ratal Ml  S MathJeaon  (Stockport). 


Third  Division 

Bernal  (1)3 
Harts  3S.  Haold  48 
Samuels  84 


Sales 

Skelton  9 
Pw«*agta-  (0)0 
2JZ7B 

UartBapoel  ft)  ■ Fat 

Howard  12. 78 
1.990 

— MBlaallaW  (0)  2 

WMItaker  69.  Cooper  73 

un 

RMtMrtMrn  (D)  1 
Hayward  80 
3.161 

Seart»oroaf|b  (2)  4 
Robinson  28.  Atkin  42 
Williams  48,  71  . 
■awWietpw  (1)  t m 
Forrester  20 
2403 


Loonar?60 
1,310 
Hod  (0)  4 
Greaves  98 

""555^31 , 

ZjSBO 

■boro— h (D)  1 
De  Souza  89 

B,,1Flacfc»' 
Rowbotfiam  44 
Hons  Co  (1)  1 
Farrell  40 

Thoma?43 

1.461 

— wBwta  |1)  1 

Currie  39  (pan) 


■Ca—fialdi  (0)  1 

Clarke  68 
Layton  Orlont  (1)  1 
Harris  0. 


lari  (Arp)  8-4.  6-4;  ■ Ah—  (Sp)  bt  F 
Vicente  (Sp)  3-6. 6-3. 6-4;  J A VHooa  (Sp) 
bt  R Vaaak  (Cx)  1-0.  6-1.  6-4;  Q —no 
(Sp)  M F Fontang  (Fr)  6-3.  6-4. 
LUXBMBOOHG  OP  BIB  VOHIH'S 
TOUKHMIHTi  Amt  ramb  K Po  (US) 
H B Rlttner  (Ger)  0-8.  7-s.  4-1  ran  K foe 
ilanBm  ia  (EDouak)  bt  A Sugiyama  (Japan) 
6-3,  8-1;  B Mn  (Ant)  bt  N Duchy  (Fr) 
6-4.  0—4:  A Mm  mm  m (Fr)  bt  A Glass 
(Oar)  0-4.  6-4:  H NagjM  (Slovak)  bt  N 
Zvorova  (Betel  3-3  ret  H .SUrtcowa  (Ce)  bt 
R Grande  (It)  8-1.  3-6,  6-1;  M Oremnna 
(Noth)  W A Kramer  (Uix)  6-1.  6-3;  A-a 
Mat  (Fr)  M P Schnyder  (Swttz)  4-6.  6-2. 

6- Z. 

BKLL  CHALUMOB  WOMS  TOUR- 
MAmrr  (Ouabac  City);  PM  raamfc  C 
Mbte  {US)  U S PtDcowakl  (Fr)  7-6.  6-7. 

7- S;  A R«dw  (US)  bt  A Ehwod  (Aua)  9-3. 
6-4;  e Mararte  (US)  bt  M Martaka  (Aut) 
6-3.  2-6. 6-4:  P UdrtMl  (R)  M S Cade  (US) 
6-2.  6-3;  A Mar  (US)  bt  I Ptesu  (Can) 
6-0.  6-1. 

American  Football 

MPU  bnoianapoila  6.  Bulteta  S. 

Boxing 

WOULD  AMATBUR  CWC  (Budapest): 
I^ouhI  IMhviMA  N Oov^h 

(M  U A NOOflan  (Irtn]  1M. 

Chess  . 

LOMBOK  QRANDIIASTEHS  (Hemp* 
■teed):  Boon  if  Pan  L MeShana  1.  M 
Turner  ft  J Rowson  (Seal)  l,  A Oannlwaroo 
ft  S Padarsen  (Don)  v T Shakad  (US);  D 
Gormally  v N McOonnld:  B LaUc  (Cm)  v P 
WWIs  all  drawn.  Hand  Plwai  McDonald  1. 
MoStiana  0;  Tumor  v Psdaraan;  Stmkad  v I 
Lane;  amntngion  * Gormally.  Wans  v 
Rowaon  drawn,  laattaivt  Lane.  MeOon-  . 
aid.  Rowaon,  Staked  3. 
onus-conn  ma  ibctbrnatioiial 
(Wrexham):  Roomi  foil  S Sahu  (India) 
a A toman  i;  G Lana  1.  V Janas  (Cb)  ft 
E van  dan  Doal  (Noth)  ft  M Tslmanov 
(Ron)  i;  J Donaldson  (US)  v N Oavlea:  R 
Baton  vT  Mate  an  (Oen)  drawn.  LoHoii 
Klmunayi  ft  Tslmanov  ft  van  den  Duel. 
Oavlea  S.  10 reman  needs  a drew  In 
today's  lined  round  tor  hto  first  grandmas- 
ter reoofL 

Ice  Hockoy 

MBBLj  I4T  Rangers  4.  Carolina  Z Detroit  3. 
St  Unite  3 

Snooker 

(MUMS  PfUX  (BournenwuDi):  Fourth 
JXS’i1!  « B Snaddon 

M **  Brown  (Enpl 
5-2:  J wwte  (Eng)  bt  A McManus  (Scot) 

Wi 

Sailing 

WKITBRCAD  BOUND  THM  WORLD 
MACS  tat  1900  BBT):  i.  EF  Lanouaaa  ifln- 
•shad  linn  lag):  ft  Mem  Cup  S&3  mUea  to 


Peter  White 


WOLVES’  chairman 
Sir  Jack  Hayward 
last  night  wiped  out 
the  club’s  debts  with  a fur- 
ther investment  of  £8  mil- 
lion. It  took  his  claimed 
outlay  In  the  dub  to  £50 
million. 

The  move  represented  a 
U-turn  by  Hayward,  who 
recently  declared  that  he 
was  no  longer  prepared  to 
keep  the  First  Division  club 
in  business  with  his  own 
money. 

‘T  know  1 said  I would 
not  be  putting  my  hand  in 
my  pocket  any  more,”  he 
said,  “bat  I thought  this 
was  the  best  way  to  show  Z 
have  no  intention  of  turn- 
ing my  back  on  the  club. 
We  have  been  borrowing 
for  three  years  and  suffer- 
ing high  interest  charges, 
so  this  was  a way  to  make  a 
fresh  start" 

Wolves  yesterday  com- 
pleted the  signing  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  striker  Don- 
gle Freedman  in  a £1  mil- 
lion deal  which  also  bought 
the  defender  Kevin  Muscat 
with  Wolves’  23-year-old 


Onteh;  3.  Innovation  Kvaemer  7ft  i;  4.  Silk 
Cut  307.4:  S.  Ctmsole  Racing  573:  6.  To- 
afifba  891.7:  7.  America's  CnaHongo  7044: 
ft  Swedish  Match  81A3.  9.  EF  Education 
1,020.6: 10.  BranelSunergy  1,137.5. 


Fixtures 


(7  JO  unless  stated) 

Football 

DIM  CHAMPIONS  LEAQUB:  Qroup  Al 

Parma  v Borus&ia  Dortmund  (7.45):  Sparta 
Prague  vGalataearay  (7.45)  Qrm^,  2 Ko- 
slee  v Juventus  (7.45T.  Man  UU  v Feyen- 
oortl  (745).  Grasp  Ci  Dinamo  Kiov  v Bar- 
celona (7.46);  psv  Eindhouun  v Newcastle 

(7.45) .  Qroop  K Real  Madrid  v Otympia- 
koe  (745):  Rosenborg  BK  v Porto  (7.45). 
&oop  B:  Bayern  Munich  v Paris  SI  Ger- 
main (7.45):  Besndaa  v ifk  Qohenburg 
(7.45L  Omop  n AS  Monaco  v Llerse  SK 

(7.45) :  Sporting  Lisbon  v Bayer  Leverku- 
sen (745k 

PA  CARLING  PRmamSMPt  Derby  v 
Wlnfiledon  (745). 

■UnOHWDfl  LEAGUE  (7.45):  nrxtl 
Charlton  v BUminghani:  Man  C v Stoke: 
Wohmrhampton  v Tranmere.  Thfadi  Brigh- 
ton v Lincoln. 

UMBOND  UUQUBi  Piwttar  Dtvtetewi 

Oolnsborough  V EnVey.  Pbwt  OMtew 
Whitby  Tn  v Parsley  Celtic. 

N4B  COUNTIES  (JBAGUBi  Lgagw  (fo 
j Pteat-raaad  replay:  Proscot  Cables  v 
Cbaada  Tn.  FloodR  Trophy!  Ramstxjt- 
tnm  Utd  v Moesiey 

ABBOTT  INSURANCE  NORTHERN 
LEAGUEi  First  OhMae  Jar  row  Roofing 
v Crook  Tn:  Shlldon  v Biliinqham  Tn. 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LBACUB 
Wvtelom  Brtgg  Tn  v Hucfcnali  Tn; 
Haltem  v Osseb  Tn. 

SCREMmc  OBWer  LEAGUE:  Premier 
DWMon!  Bridport  v Bridgewater  Tn: 
Taunton  Tn  v Bamsuple  Tn.  - 
FONTHNS  LEAGUE,  nrs«  ShUw  Cov- 
enfty  v MaMteabraugh  (70|.  Leicester  v 
Ballon  (7.0):  Pon  Vale  v Nona  Co  (7D); 
Warn  Brant » Sunaeriand  (7.01.  Third  Dfe- 
«■  Scunthorpe  v Hull  (7.0L  Lwapoa 
Cfoi  ftowi  (teas  Wnsihem  v Bradford  C 
5J-°L  Graup  TVnc  Lcodn  v Shell  UM  (7D). 

Poorr  Bury  v Cheslerbeld.  Oroaea 
■j  Roiheftiam  v Scarborough  (7.01. 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION, 
Ipswch  V Portsmouth  (7.0); 
MiDwaii  v Crystal  Palace  (2.0).  Oxford  Utd 
v West  Ham;  Tottenham  v OPR.  Wimble- 
don v Norwich  (2.0).  Southampton  v 
Watford. 

JOUB,,AU  HIGHLAND 

HuekJO  Thtetle  » Lossiemouth 
1745):  Elgin  C v Potertiead.  Fraawtiurgh  v 
Covo  RnQr«  (8.0):  Ktritft  v Oavtsronvals. 

Basketball 

JHWwmn  LEAGUEi  Manchester  v 
wwotd;  Themon  Valley  v Crystal  Palace 


right-back  Jamie  Smith 
moving  to  SeDmrst  Park. 

Coventry’s  manager  Gor- 
don Strachan  dismissed 
speculation  that  he  is  ready 
to  move  to  Benfica.  *T  in- 
tend to  stay  at  Highfreld 
Road  until  the  day  I am 
sacked,”  he  said-  Coventry 
are  ready  to  extend  his  con- 
tract to  2004. 

Of  the  18  English  and 
Scottish  clubs  listed  on  the 
stock  market,  only  Man- 
chester United  and  Bir- 
mingham City  have  shown 
an  increase  in  their  share 
prices  since  ApriL 

United’s  rose  from  644p 
to  667.5p  and  Birming- 
ham’s from  45.5p  to  46.0p. 
The  biggest  losers  were 
Sunderland,  dropping  from 
565p  to  325p. 

William  Davies,  an  ana- 
lyst with  the  stockbrokers 
Albert  E Sharp,  said: 
"Share  prices  got  rounded 
up  a bit  too  much  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  and 
there  is  also  less  Interest  in 
the  stock  market  during 
the  summer.  The  expecta- 
tions of  the  revenue  coming 
In  and  pay-per-view  TV 
were  too  high  and  now  you 
are  seeing  a levelling  out.” 


Snow  fails  to 
shift  Chelsea 

CHELSEA  have  insisted 
that  their  Cup  Winners' 
Cup  second-round  tie  in 
Tromso  will  not  be  moved 
south  to  the  comparatively 
balmy  dimes  of  the  Norwe- 
gian capital  Oslo  tomorrow 
even  if  further  bad  weather 
hits  the  scheduled  venue,  200 
miles  inside  the  Arctic  circle, 
which  has  already  had  10 
Inches  of  snow. 

The  club's  assistant  main, 
ager  Gwyn  Williams,  who  had 
a watching  brief  at  Tromso’s 
4-0  league  defeat  on  Sunday, 
said:  “If  the  pitch  isn’t  fit  to 
play,  the  game  will  have  to  be 
rescheduled. 

“They're  expecting  more 
snow,  although  we've  been 
told  they’ll  only  call  it  off  if 
there’s  more  than  two  feet 
There  is  undersoil  heating, 
and  a plastic  cover  over  the 
pitch.  We’re  bringing  nylons, 
gloves,  woolly  hats  and  ther- 
mal underwear.” 

The  goalkeeper  Dmitri 
Kharine,  out  of  action  for  13 
months  with  cruciate  liga- 
ment damage,  has  been  added 
to  the  Blues’  travelling  squad 
after  coming  through  a 
reserves  match  on  Monday. 

The  Bayern  Munich  vice- 
president  Karl-Heinz  Rum- 
menigge  yesterday  added  his 
voice  to  that  of  Arsenal's  Ar- 
sene  Wenger,  saying  he  was 
“absolutely  certain"  a Euro- 
pean super  league  was  on  the 
way.  with  relegation  and  pro- 
motion essential,  "otherwise 
fens  would  not  be  interested 
m it". 


DaddLacey 

MANCHESTER  United 
have  to  start  thinking  in 
double  Dutch  tonight  A win 
at  Old  Trafford  against  an  off- 
form  Feyenoord  would  set  up 
Alex  Ferguson's  side  for  an- 
other victory  in  Rotterdam 
two  weeks  from  now,  and 
should  that  happen  United’s 
already  rosy  Champions 
League  prospects  would  take 
on  an  even  ruddier  glow. 

What  a difference  a year 
makes.  Round  about  the  same 
time  last  season  United 
reached  their  nadir  in  this 
tournament  when  a shot  from 
Ehrir  Bolic  took  a steep  deflec- 
tion off  David  May  and  sailed 
beyond  Peter  Schmeichel  to 
give  Fenerbahce  the  lead  with 
11  minutes  remaining  The 
Turkish  team,  defeated  2-0  by 
United  in  Istanbul  a fortnight 
before,  held  on  to  end  an  un- 
beaten home  record  in 
Europe  which  had  stood  since 
1956.  • 

Another  defeat  at  Old  Traf- 
ford, by  Juventus,  quickly  fol- 
lowed and  although  United 
scraped  together  enough 
points  to  reach  the  knockout 
stage,  redeeming  earlier  fail- 
ures with  a stirring  victory 
over  Porto  before  going  out  to 
Borussia  Dortmund  tn  the 
semi-finals,  those  sceptical  of 
them  winning  the  Champions 
Cup  a second  time  remained 
unconvinced. 

Until  recently,  that  Is.  Three 
weeks  ago  Juventus  returned 
to  Manchester  where,  despite 
Alessandro  Del  Piero  putting 
them  ahead  within  20  seconds, 
they  were  defeated  3-2  In  a 
maimer  which  recalled  Unit- 
ed’s grand  old  days  of  Euro- 1 
pean  triumph. 

Now  Ferguson's  players 
have  the  chance  to  harden  up 
their  chances  of  reaching  the 
test  eight  by  winning  their 
Champions  League  group. 

This  season  the  two  best 


runners-up  join  the  six  group 
winners  in  the  quarter-finals. 
United,  having  beaten  Kosice 
3-0  in  Slovakia  before  over- 
coming Juventus,  are  well 
placed  ip  that  respect  but  Fer- 
guson points  out  that  his 
team  must  end  their  qualify- 
ing programme  in  Turin  on 
December  10. 

“Even  if  we  win  all  our 
games  before  we  play  Juven- 
tus again  we  could  still  come 
second,”  he  warned  yester- 
day, but  the  United  manager 
has  rarely  appeared  so 
relaxed  before  a Champions 
League  fixture.  Clearly  the 
win  over  Juventus  has  bro- 
ken a spelL 

Roy  Keane  is  out  for  the 
season  with  damaged  cruciate 
ligaments  but  Juve  were 
beaten  without  the  Irish- 
man's assistance.  Henning 
Berg,  who  suffered  a slight 
strain  at  Derby  on  Saturday, 
is  United's  only  doubt  against 
Feyenoord  and  his  fellow  Nor- 
wegian Ronny  Johnsen  may 
replace  him  alongside  Gary 
Pallister  at  centre-back. 

Feyenoord,  thrashed  5-1  by 
Juventus,  are  not  in  good 
shape.  Their  striker  Julio 
Cruz  is  suspended  and  an- 
other Argentinian,  Patricio 
Graff,  is  doubtful  for  their  de- 
fence with  a groin  strain.  Al- 
ready one  defender,  Henk 
I Fraser,  is  out  with  an  injured 
heeL  This  Is  clearly  not  the 
Feyenoord  of  Wlm  van  Hane- 
gem.  Arie  Haan’s  team  are  10 
points  behind  Ajax,  the  Dutch 
League  leaders,  having  lost 
2-0  to  Willem  n on  Sunday. 

"I  didn't  see  any  Jack  of 
confidence  in  Feyenoord's 
performance,"  said  Ferguson, 
but  his  expression  suggested 
that  he  had  not  seen  much  to 
worry  about  either.  He  may 
play  Paul  Scholes  alongside 
Teddy  Sheringham  and  Andy 
Cole  from  the  start.  ; 

■anabaalar  Ualtod  (probable): 
SdunaletiBt;  Q NavlllB.  Bwg„  ■ PMHatar. 
train;  Beckham.  Butt,  SctKHes.  jQIgga: 
Sheringham.  Cote. 


Team  talk 

The  independent  news  and  reports  service 

0930  16  86  + 


Arsenal 

Aston  VBla 

Barnsley 

Blrm.  city 

Blackburn 

Bofton 

Brantford 

Burnley 

Celtic 

Chelsea 

Coventry  City 

Crystal  Palace 
Derby  County 
Cans  coot  50p  per 
ete’FlED  Bri  B4ft  15 


80  Everton  73  OPR 

81  Hudd.  Town  74  Rangers 

«2  Ipswich  Town  78  Sheffield  Units 
«3  Leeds  United  78  • Sheffield  Wed 

84  LaicesterCIty  77  Southampton 

85  Liverpool  7B  Spurn 

88  Man.  City  7*  Stoke  City 

87  Man.  United  80  .Sunderland 

«8  Middlesbrough  81  West  Ham 

88  MIHwall  82  Wimbledon 

70  Newcastle  Utd  83  Wohres 

71  Norwich  City  84 

72  Nottm.  Forest  8S 

mwatwjliwes. 

MWt  LANE, ims  LSI  Bt&HElFUNC  0171  7134473  • 
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Rugby  Union  " 

Clubs  seek 
limit  on  Test 
weekends 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 


Robert  Armstrong 

England  may  have 

to  play  some  matches 
m midweek  next  sea- 
son if  they  are  to 

5SP  •fcno&£r  confrontation 
w?“l  the  Premiership  dubs 
who  are  concerned  about  the 
number  of  weekends  taken  up 
by  international  fixtures. 

The  major  investors  are  to 
Proposal  to  the  English 
Rugby  Partnership,  the  body 
that  administers  the  top  clubs 
which  would  limit  England  to 
four  weekends  a season. 

Richmond’s  owner  Ashley 
Lovett  said;  "The  clubs  sim- 
ply cannot  afford  to  shut  up 
"°P  tor  a month  because 
England  have  first  caH  on  our 
players." 

He  has  misgivings  about 
the  pre-Christmas  timetable 
of  four  successive  interna- 
tionals. starting  against  Aus- 
tralia on  November  15.  Next 
year  there  will  also  be  four 
autumn  matches,  including 
two  World  Cup  qualifiers 
against  modest  opposition. 

Nigel  Wray.  Saracens' 
owner,  dismissed  the  pros- 
pect of  any  breakaway  by  the 
clubs  but  called  for  urgent 
discussion  with  the  Rugby 
Football  Onion.  “All  we  want 
is  the  opportunity  to  generate 
more  income  through  the 
turnstile."  he  said. 

"There  is  a need  for  every- 
one to  sit  down  and  organise  a 


sensible  structure  for  the  sea- 
son. We  want  families  coming 
along  to  matches  knowing  that 
the  next  home  game  will  be  in 
a fortnight’s  time.  At  the  mo- 
ment they  would  have  no  idea. 

"English  club  rugby  will  ef- 
fectively close  down  in  No- 
vember because  of  the  inter- 
national timetable.  That  needs 
to  be  addressed,  but  I am  sure 
we  can  all  work  together  to 
have  a strong,  sensibly  struc- 
tured club  season.  It  would  be 
good  for  everyone." 

If  the  RFU  fans  to  reach 
agreement  with  the  owner-in- 
vestors. threats  to  withhold  the 
leading  players  Emm  Interna- 
tional duty  may  surface  again 

Meanwhile.  South  Africa 
will  not  select  players  from 
overseas,  a policy  that  win  ex- 
clude such  internationals  as 
Francois  Pienaar  and  Joel 
Stransky.  who  are  with 
English  clubs. 

“We  are  only  following  the 
lead  set  by  New  Zealand,  who 
are  trying  to  keep  their  play- 
ers out  of  Japan  and  other 
places."  Rian  Oberholzer, 
chief  executive  of  the  South 
African  RFU,  said  yesterday. 
“This  does  not  mean  we  are 
stopping  players  from  playing 
overseas.  It  is  their  choice." 

The  policy  must  be  endorsed 
by  Sarfu’s  board  on  November 
4.  However,  overseas  players 
have  already  been  left  out  of 
South  Africa’s  squad  to  tour 
Italy,  France,  England  and 
Scotland  this  autumn. 


Athletics 


f . ’.’.’I-  At 


ou.  uuwij  cuiu  uigamse  a I ocouand  thin  nttftimn 

, Aiming  high  . , . Thw  Hbihimii  gervQ  during  hie  Brnwnnl  Open  defeat  nfflprmany’t  Tommy  TTaas  PHOTOGRAPH:  CJJVE  BRUNSK3LL 

aS3S»E£S  Henman  prevails  over  home  hero 


Paul  Rees 

YESTERDAY'S  deadline  for 
T Llanelli  to  pay  the  £10.000 
fine  for  their  part  in  last 
month’s  brawl  In  Pau  has 
been  extended  on  legal  ad- 
vice. They  have  been  told  to 
wait  until  European  Rugby 
Cup  Ltd’s  solicitors  pass  judg- 
ment on  their  Haim  that  the 
fine  was  unlawftiL 
“We  bad  two  objections," 
said  Llanelli's  chief  executive 
Stuart  Gallacher.  "First,' 
there  was  no  provision  in  the 
rules  of  the  competition  for 
dubs  to  be  punished,  only  in- 
dividuals; second,  as  we  do 
not  receive  money  directly 
from  ERC,  what  right  do  they 
have  to  take  any  off  us?” 
Gallacher  has  been  in  fre- 
quent contact  with  ERC  offi- 1 


cials  this  week  because  of  the 
fixture  Hash  should  Llanelli 
defeat  Cardiff  in  next  week’s 
Heineken  Cup  quarter-final 
play-offs.  That  would  witwii  a 
trip  to  Bath  on  November  8, 
the  day  they  are  scheduled  to 
play  the  AH  Blacks  in  the  first 
match  of  New  Zealand's  tour 
of  Britain  and  Ireland. 

ERC  refused  to  let  the  Car- 
diff fixture  be  brought  for- 
ward a week,  or  to  let  the 
Bath  match  be  put  back  to  the 
week  before  the  semifinals 
should  file  Scarlets  progress. 
It  has  told  Llanelli  to  solve 
the  problem  themselves. 

The  likeliest  option  is  to  {day 
Bath  cm  the  Monday  after  the 
AH  Rlacfca  garw,  but  TIanoTli 
could  keep  the  TTetnrfcen  Cup 
tie  on  November  8 and  play  the 
tourists  on  the  Tuesday,  swap- 
ping fixtures  with  Wales  A. 


Richard  Jago  in  Stuttgart  sees  the  British 
No2  overcome  the  jitters  and  the  barrackers 


TIM  HENMAN  Showed 
how  much  he  has  Im- 
proved since  a year 
ago  by  overcoming  a 
heavy  cold,  a spate  of  double 
faults  and  the  newest  Ger- 
man hero  to  matrii  a plane 
in  the  second  round  of  the 
Eurocard  Open. 

Lacking  consistency  at  al- 
most every  stage  except  his 
last  three  service  games, 
Henman  nevertheless  beat 
Tommy  Haas,  last  week's 
losing  finalist  In  Lyon,  by 
7-5,  3-6,  6-4.  It  was  an 
achievement  requiring  sur- 
vival instincts  probably  be- 
yond him  In  late  1996. 


Haas,  clearly  possessing 
the  talent  to  win,  was  un- 
able to  convert  more  than 
two  of  his  11  break  points. 
The  1 9-year-old  also 'dissi- 
pated his  momentum  early 
in  the  third  set  with  three 
successive  forehand  errors 
which  helped  Henman 
achieve  an  early  break. 
After  that  Henman  clung 
more  tenaciously  to  his 
renewed  advantage. 

As  early  as  Henman's 
second  service  game  of  the 
match,  when  he  survived 
three  break  points  and 
some  distracting  decibels 
emanating  from  the  com- 


mentary box  at  his  end,  it 
was  evident  that  the  British 
No.  2 was  out  of  sorts.  He 
survived  those  crises  with  a 
backhand  volley  and  two 
aces  and  by  resolute  refusal 
to  continue  until  the  gab- 
bler had  ceased. 

He  was  luckier  to  escape 
another  break  point  in  the 
following  game  when 
Haas’s  attempted  backhand 
pass  from  half-court  incred- 
ibly found  the  net.  . 

Henman  eventually 
reached  set  point  when 
Haas's  top-spin  lob  was  con- 
troversially called  ont, 
bringing  a cacophony  of  dis- 
approval which  continued 
even  after  the  Briton  had 
clinched  the  set  with  his 
second  successive  excellent 
chip-and-charge  return. 


The  second  set,  beginning 
amid  whistles  and  boos,  fin- 
ished with  a hum  of  opti- 
mism at  Henman’s  12th 
double  fault  which  left  a 
feeling  that  the  German 
teenager  might  win.  But 
Henman  took  encourage- 
ment from  his  unexpected 
break  of  serve  in  the  third 
game,  cutting  out  the 
double  faults  altogether  in 
the  third  set  After  surviv- 
ing a break-back  point 
when  Haas  missed  another 
forehand,  this  time  drag- 
ging it  wide,  the  Briton  was 
never  again  troubled,  fin- 
ishing the  contest  with  his 
15th  ace.  Seven  of  them  had 
come  in  the  final  set. 

“Do  you  say  the  glass  is 
half  empty  or  half  full?*’  he 
said  afterwards.  “You 


could  see  I was  not  at  my 
best,  but  that  means  there 
is  plenty  of  improvement  to 
be  made.  I came  through 
and  I can  build  on  it.” 

The  building  will  need  to 
be  prompt,  for  Henman’s 
next  opponent  is  a resur- 
gent Goran  Ivanisevic, 
whose  title  in  Vienna  the 
week  before  last  carried 
him  above  Greg  Rusedski 
to  No.  4 in  the  world. 

Two  -former  Wimbledon 
champions,  Richard  Kraji- 
cek and  Boris  Becker,  will 
also  meet  today.  If  Krajicek 
asks  too  much  of  Becker 
and  Nicolas  Kiefer  beats 
Rusedski,  we  may  see  the 
first  week  since  1984  In 
which  neither  Becker  nor 
Michael  Stich  is  German 
No.  I. 


China 
trio  all 
inside 
record 

Duncan  Uacfcay 


MA  JTJNREN’s  latest 
Family  Army  recruits 
scored  their  most 
spectacular  success  when 
three  women  broke  the  world 
record  for  the  5, 000  metres  at 
the  Chinese  National  Games 
in  Shanghai  yesterday. 

The  17-year-old  Dong  Yia- 
man  ran  14min  3L27sec  to  beat 
Jiang  Bo,  her  teenage  team- 
mate from  Liaoning  Province, 
by  0_3sec  and  cut  more  than 
five  seconds  off  the  previous 
record  of  1435.45  set  by  Portu- 
gal's Fernanda  RJbeiro  in  1995. 

Ma  swears  by  a secret  po- 
tion containing  caterpillar 
fungus  and  turtle  blood,  but 
these  performances,  coming 
after  the  previously  unknown 
Dong  and  Jiang  ran  the  year's 
world-best  times  for  10,000  and 
1500  metres  respectively  ear- 
lier in  the  championships,  will 
renew  speculation  about  per- 
formance-enhancing drugs. 

Liu  Shixiang.  third  in 
1432.33,  Is  not  a member  of 
Ma's  group  and  comes  from  a 
different  province,  which  may 
suggest  that  drug  abuse  is 
widespread  in  Chinese  sport 
Ma,  none  of  whose  athletes 
has  tested  positive  for  drugs, 
is  back  on  top.  He  has  had 
several  setbacks  after  his  run- 
ners broke  world  records  for 
1500m.  3,000m  and  10,000m  at 
the  1993  national  champion- 
ships in  Beijing.  His  top  ath- 
letes, led  by  the  multiple 
world  record  holder  Wang 
Junxia,  left  him  in  a row  over 
bis  training  methods  and 
money,  and  two  years  ago  he 
was  reportedly  dose  to  death 
with  lung  cancer. 

“I  did  not  expect  Dong  and 
Jiang  to  beat  the  world  record 
because  they  are  still  young 
and  have  only  been  training 
for  two  years,"  he  said  yester- 
day. 'They  have  all  done  weH. 
Their  level  is  already  higher 
than  the  Olympic  standard.  In 
two  years’  time  they  will  start 
intensive  training  to  prepare 
for  Sydney." 

• Australia's  swimming  chief 
Terry  Gathercde  has  written 
to  the  world  governing  body 
Fina  to  express  “concern” 
about  “seemingly  incredibly 
fast"  performances  in  Shang- 
hai last  week,  when  Chinese 
women  set  two  world  records 
and  six  year-best  times. 
“Many  of  the  swimmers  now 
ranked  No.  1 in  the  world 
weren't  ranked  in  the  top  50 
last  week,”  he  said. 
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Stevens  and  Price  on  a roll  by  the  seaside 


Clfve  Everton 
in  Bournemouth 

THE  progress  of  Matthew 
Stevens  and  Mick  Price  to 
the  Grand  Prix  quarter-finals 
already  represents  a satisfy- 
ing week  for  the  emerging 
Wheels  In  Motion  stable. 

The  group  is  so  called  be- 
cause It  Is  run  by  Geoff  Faint, 
a Thalidomide  victim  who 
has  spent  his  36  years  in  a 
wheelchair,  although  that 
handicap  did  not  prevent  him 
from  winning  a scholarship 
to  Kepton.  gaining  a couple  of 
A levels  and  acquiring  a love 
of  snooker.  _ . 

His  best  friend  Matthew 
Spade  failed  to  make  signifi- 
cant progress  in  the  profes- 
sional game,  but  Price  noted 


that  Faint  had.  negotiated 
some  encouraging  sponsor- 
ship deals  and  asked  if  he 
could  do  the  same  far  him. 
Brian  Morgan,  now  ranked  27 
in  the  world.  Jason  Ferguson, 
37th,  and  Stevens,  53rd  but  the 
best  prospect,  all  joined  later. 

Stevens,  a '20-year-old , 
Welshman  who  in  the  previ- 
ous round  eliminated  the  de- 
fending champion  Mark  Wil- 
liams from  two  frames  down 
with  three  to  play,  repeated 
the  feat  against  Billy  Snad- 
don,  who  thus  fell  one  round 
short  of  a first  quarter-final 
place  in  what  was  his  seventh 
attempt. 

The  turning  point  was 
Snaddon’s  miscue  on  a black 
when  23  ahead  in  the  seventh 
frame.  Stevens,  who  knocked 
out  Stephen  Hendry  here  last 


1 year,  cleared  to  the  pink  with 
45  and  Snaddon  potted  only 
two  halls  in  the  two  remain- 
ing frames.  T thought  I was 
going  to  win  but  the  differ- 
ence between  winning  and 
losing  is  so  small,"  Snaddon 

said  ruefully. 

Price  progressed  5-2  at  the 
expense  of  Wayne  Brown,  a 
former  nurse,  debt  collector 
and  printer  from  St  Helens 
whose  smooth  112  put  him  2-1 
ahead.  A nervy  pink-ball  win 
brought  Price  level  and  with, 
meticulous  breaks  of  72  and 
75  he  led  4-2.  Exuding  appre- 
hension, the  world  No. 31 
from  Nuneaton  failed  to  con- 
vert his  first  match-winning 
chance  but  put  away  his 
second  to  secure  his  first 
quarter-final  appearance  for 
2%  years.  • 
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Cricket 

Watkinson  leaves 
way  clear  for 
captain  Wasim 

WASIM  AKRAM  is  the 
favourite  to  take  over 
as  Lancashire  captain  next 
season  after  Mike  Watkin- 
son’s  decision  to  stand 
down. 

Watkinson,  badly  af- 
fected by  an  arm  injury, 
had  a disappointing  fourth 
season  as  captain  and  told 
the  county  committee  that 
he  did  not  want  to  be  con- 
sidered for  the  post  next 
year.  “I  feel  the  time  is 
right  for  a r.h»np>  and  thiw 
will  also  create  more  oppor- 
tunity for  me  to  concen- 
trate on  aspects  of  my  own 
game,”  said  Watkinson, 
who  led  Lancashire  to  both 
one-day  trophies  in  1996. 

The  Lancashire  commit- 
tee will  consider  his 
replacement  on  November 
4 bat  Wasim  is  the  only  ob- 
vious candidate,  having 
been  appointed  vice-cap- 
tain  to  Watkinson  last  sea- 
son. Lancashire  withdrew 
an  approach  to  Shane 
Warne  in  order  to  honour 
tiie  last  year  of  Wasim's 
contract  with  them. 

Sussex,  one  of  the  three 
comities  who  pursued  their 
interest  in  Warne  until  he 
turned  his  back  on  English 
cricket  at  the  weekend, 
have  moved  quickly  to  sign 
another  Australian, 
Michael  Sevan,  instead. 

Sevan  was  made  avail- 
able when  Yorkshire, 
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Football:  Double  by  Zitelli  launches  Strasbourg  on  a victory  stroll 


Upfa  Cup,  second  round,  first  leg:  Strasbourg  3,  Liverpool  0 


Conteh  blow  flattens  Liverpool 


ian  Ross  In  Strasbourg 


Liverpool's  season 
of  high  hopes  looks 
on  the  verge  of  com- 
ing apart  On  a night 
caning  for  nothing 

mere  th^n  fundamental  com- 

Se  fence  and  concentration 
ere  the  Merseysiders  col- 
lapsed again,  slipping  to  em- 
phatic defeat  against  a team 
that  lies  near  the  foot  of  the 
French  First  Division. 

In  their  34  years  of  Euro- 
pean football.  Liverpool  have 
never  recovered  from  a three- 
goal  first-leg  deficit  so  it  is 
fair  to  say  that  their  Defa  Cup 
adventure  ended  last  night 
and  in  embarrassing  fashion. 

The  pressure  may  be 
mounting  on  Roy  Evans  but 
even  non-  be  finds  disloyalty 
unbecoming.  Apart  from 
Karlheinz  Riedle  and  Patrik 
Berger,  removed  from  the 
equation  by  injury,  only 
Michael  Thomas  paid  with 
his  first-team  place  for  Satur- 
day’s debacle  in  the  Mersey- 
side derby. 

Rob  Jones  and  Mark 
Wright  had  been  tipped  to 
return  to  stiffen  a defence 
that  had  floundered  at  Good- 
ison  Park  but  they  started  on 
the  bench  while  the  cautious 
Evans’s  plan  to  sneak  an 
away  goal  consisted  of  having 
Robbie  Fowler  plough  a lone 
furrow  in  attack. 

From  the  start,  though,  con- 
fusion threatened  to  engulf 
Liverpool's  defence.  Stras- 
bourg may  rely  excessively 
on  the  pace  of  their  right- 
winger Stephane  Collet,  but 
his  predictability  in  no  way 
diminished  bis  threat. 

As  early  as  the  third  min- 
ute he  pulled  back  a cross 
from  the  byline  which  almost 
proved  Liverpool's  undoing. 
In  his  haste  to  clear,  Neil  Rud- 
dock tried  to  do  what  he  had 
done  at  the  weekend  and  put 
through  his  own  goal  This 
time  he  was  spared  by  the 


goalkeeper  David  James  who, 
fearing  Ruddock's  touch 
would  be  deemed  a back  pass, 
chested  the  ball  behind. 

But  Liverpool’s  hesltance 
was  finally  punished  in  the 
20th  minute.  Collet’s  corner 
from  the  left  was  headed  back 
out  of  the  penalty  area,  delib- 
erately so.  by  Godwin  Ok- 
para,  falling  directly  in  front 
of  David  Zitelli,  who  swept  in 
a quite  glorious  drive  from 
some  20  yards. 

Liverpool  were  all  over  the 
place,  bereft  of  even  an  ele- 
mentary sense  of  organisa- 
tion  arid  midfield  creativity. 
On  the  half-hour  Steve  Hark- 
ness  had  to  clear  a Denni  Con- 
teh shot  off  the  line  after 
James  had  gone  walkabout 

Tn  an  opening  half  which 
Strasbourg  dominated.  Liver- 
pool managed  to  fashion  just 
one  solitary  chance,  Steve 
McManaman  steering  in  low 
and  hard  just  before  the  inter- 
val only  to  be  denied  by  Alex- 
ander Vencel’s  fingertips. 

But  the  next  time  the  small 
crowd  rose  as  one  it  was  to 
anriaim,  predictably,  another 
Strasbourg  move  of  genuine 
authority.  Six  minutes  into 
the  second  half  Zitelli  went 
within  two  inches  of  a second 
goal  when  he  headed  Frederic 
Arpxnon's  cross  against  the 
far  post 

Strasbourg  were  not  to  be 
denied.  In  the  63rd  minute  Zi- 
telli doubled  their  lead  when 
he  arrived  ahead  of  Bjorn 
Kvarme  at  the  near  post  to 
head  in  a Baticle  cross. 

Liverpool’s  spirit  was  ut- 
terly broken  and  six  minutes 
later  the  French  struck  again 
when  Conteh  swept  beyond 
Ruddock  before  planting  a 
low  shot  just  inside  James' 
post 


Strasbourg  (4-4-2):  Veil  cel;  Raseflka. 
Suctiopsrah.  Okpara,  M'goghl  (Ron. 
78m In);  CallaL  Aiplnon.  Batfcia.  Qacourt 
Conteh.  ZHadl. 

Liverpool  (5-4-1):  Jamas:  McAieer. 
Kvarme.  Ruddock  (Owen,  77).  Harknosa. 
Bjomebye:  McManaman.  Inca.  Redknapp, 
Leonharasan;  Fowler. 

Wofmoor  M Pore  Ira  (Portugal). 
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Red-handed . . . Paul  Ince  of  Liverpool  fends  off  Strasbourg's  Gerald  Baticle  in  a midfield  tussle  at  the  Stade  de  la  Meinau  last  night 
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New  bible  is 
heaven  sent 
to  enlighten 
Euro-anoraks 


ML  CHUNK  of  heaven  has 
arrived  on  the  book- 
^^^shelves  of  Euro-anoraks 
in  the  shape  of  The  Rough 
Guide  to  European  football 
Rough,  as  in  down-to-earth, 
not  where  to  find  the  best 
punch-up. 

This  is  a book  for  people 
who  thought  the  immortal 
Half  Man  Half  Biscuit  track. 
All  I want  for  Christmas  Is  a 
Dukla  Prague  away  kit,  was 
meant  to  be  taken  seriously. 
The  Sparta  Prague  shirt’s 
nicer,  they  probably  mumbled 
when  the  song  came  out  Nor 
will  they  see  anything 
remotely  trainspotterish  in 
the  following  suggestion  about 


half-time  macks  in  Denmark. 
"Sausages  (polser)  are  a 
national  institution  and  are 
available  from  stands  in  most 
grounds.  They  come  either  as 
a hot  dog,  with  fried  and  raw 
onions  and  a choice  of  mild  or 
stronger  mustard,  or  served 
on  a piece  of  card  with  bread 
and  mustard.”  Glad  we  got 
that  straight  Half-time  in  the 
big  Akademisk  BoldMub-Hvi- 
dovre  clash  is  going  to  be  a lot 
more  enjoyable  from  now  on. 

Forgive  the  scoffing.  The 

book  is  an  utter  triumph  which 
provides  illuminating  histo- 
ries of  more  than  100  dubs  in  27 
countries  and  a wonderful 
store  of  Information  on  ticket 
prices,  accommodation,  food 
and  drink  arid  transport  It  is 
also  a signpost  to  the  future. 
While  TV  executives,  tycoon 
chairmen  and  Fife  technocrats 
plot  to  create  football  federal- 
ism, the  map  of  a European 
playground  has  already  formed 
to  many  supporters'  wunria 

This  week  the  Arsenal  man- 
ager Arsbne  Wenger  said  there 
will  be  a European  Super 
League  within  four  years.  With 
his  usual  impeccable  tuning 
he  spoke  on  the  day  Labour 
was  in  a tangle  over  the  single 
currency  and  Sky  was  showing 
surely  Its  least  glamorous 
Monday-night  fixture  of  the 
season:  Barnsley  v Coventry. 
European  football  already  has 
a single  currency — it's  called 
TV  money —and  much  of  it 
win  probably  bead  into  an  ex- 


panded Champions  League 
and  away  from  domestic  sur- 
vival scraps. 

Before  Euro  96  last  summer, 
11  professors  and  dozens  of  aca- 
demics from  across  the  conti- 
nent gathered  at  Leicester  City 
to  talk  about  “Football,  Culture 
and  Identity  in  Europe"  and 
"Football  Stadia  and  the  Euro- 
pean City".  So  as  not  tofrighten 
the  Euro-phobes,  frequent 
breaks  were  inserted  for  the 
very  English-sounding ‘Tea 
and  biscuits".  But  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  meeting  was  dear. 

The  mother-country  paro- 
chialism that  dominated 
English  football  »nHi  the  and 
of  the  1980s  is  dead  on  its  Doc- 
tor Martened  feet  The  cause 
of  the  change?  The  return  of 
English  clubs  to  European 
competitions,  the  Influx  of  for- 
eign players,  the  cultural  ex- 
pansion of  football  as  shown 
by  the  success  of  World  Soccer 
magazine  and  Channel  4's  cov- 
erage of  Serie  A,  the  proxim- 
ity of  the  next  World  Cup, 
cheaper  travel  within  Europe, 
a more  affluent  audience  and 
the  reinvention  of  football  as 
fashion  or  pop. 


J8  S THE  Rough  Guide 
asks:  "Why  sit  in  hours 
motorway  traffic, 
driving  from  one  end  of  Eng- 
land to  the  other,  when  you 
could  book  a flight  to  Milan  or 
a train  to  Paris  to  catch  a 
game?”  Not  an  option  for  a 
working  man  with  two  rep- 


Uca-shirted  kids,  admittedly, 
but  you  can  see  which  string  is 
being  twanged. 

Many  of  toe  current  genera- 
tion of  footballing  nomads  fell 
in  love  with  the  European 
ideal  during  Italia  90.  Watch- 
ing European  ties,  as  a child, 
it  always  sounded  as  If  Brian 
Moore  was  commentating 
from  a trawler  stuck  in  a gale 
on  the  North  Sea.  These  days 
they  feel  more  intimate,  hut  at 
the  same  time  more  exotic 
now  that  everyone  Is  armed 
with  World  Soccer  squad  lists 
and  thoughts  on  wing-backs. 

Wenger  is  surely  right  to  de- 
tect a breakaway  by  stealth  of 
the  biggest  dubs.  In  Spain, 
Real  Madrid  and  Barcelona 
have  won  37  of  the  last  50 
championships.  In  Italy, 
Milan,  Juventus  and  Interna- 
zionale  are  challenged  only  fit- 
hilly  by  toe  likes  ofParma  and 
Sampdoria.  In  England  there 
Is  a desperate'stru  ggle  to 
scramble  into  the  top  six  and 

get  the  curled-fingered  come- 
on  if  and  when  a Super  League 
invites  the  British  to  put  for- 
ward their  very  best 

In  10  years  Barnsley  may  be 
playing  in  the  Mr  Byrite 
Northern  League  and  middle- 
class  English  folk  raakhnfo  pil- 
grimages to  Vienna  ’s  SCN  Ad- 
mira-Wacker,  the  dub  who 
supplied  toe  extras  for  Wlm 
Wenders’s  cult  movie,  The 
Goalkeeper's  Fear  of  the  Pen- 
alty. Nearby,  naturally,  there 
is  a Cafe  Wembley. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,101 


Set  by  Araucaria 


t. 


Across 


1  Meditation,  fri  spite  of 
having  Rttietjme(7) 

5 Tremendous  loss  (7) 

9  Senior  actor  provides 
home-made  wine  (5,4) 

10  Home  help  goes  back  to  the 
country  (5) 

11  Nousefor14'sl  acrosses 
(4) 

12  Diver  to  give  her  a cuddle — 


pointless  going  back  to  the 
king(B-4) 

14  Saint's  part  in  Jerusalem, 
the  holy  city  (6) 

15  He  gives  formal 
acknowledgment  to  make 
us  alert  (7) 

16  Barker?  Hardly:  holding  a 

little  money  I thrust  back  (7) 
18  The  fool  Is  likely  to  be  In  the 
soup  (6) 


20  One  who  plots  to  put  the 
mother  country  to  right  (1 0) 

21  Where  flowers  are  11  or  HI? 
(4) 

24  Extremes  on  river  part  of 
12  Is  part  of  2 (5) 

25  Shunning  of  drunken  sot  for 
erthnophofoia{9) 

26  Make  a mess  of  a few  words 
in  the  OkJ  Testament  (7) 

27  In  river  and  islands  there’s 
little  time  for  Northerners  (7) 


Down 


1 I put  a greenback  In  the 
fountain  (5) 

2 Former  representative  of 
university  would  spend 
nothing  to  first  (3.4) 

3 Pierce  and  draw  blood?  (4) 
4 14's  Englishmen  at  home  to 

Australian  in  menace 
(5,3,2, 1,4) 

5,6,23 14'S  work  “Stiff 
Lodger",  harsh  *n'  pathetic 
book  (S.7,2,3,5,5,4) 

7 Agree  to  love — but  change 
of  course  (2,5) 

8 Very  good  biscuit  (7) 

13  Resilience  of  a master 

taking  In  a French  film  (10) 
18  Fish  (part  of  12  from  part  of 
1 p)  recalling  where  14!s  4 
went  later  (7) 

17  Shut  off  what  sounds 
unhealthy  and  unchaste  (7) 


□□GE3DQE1  □□□anno 
□ □□□□□  □ 
□□□□  □□□□annano 
□ □□□□□□ 
□□□□□□  mnsanaHn 
s E □ □ □ □ 
□□□□Qacaa  □□□□□ 

□qcjod  QaDnoaaaa 

□ □nan  □ 

□□□□□□□a  □□□□□□ 

a q □ h d q a 

aaQfuaaanaa  aooa 

□ o □ □ □ b a 

BDGIElBaa  □□□□□□□ 
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CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  21,100 

19  Latin  books,  I hesitate  to 
say,  will  tranquilUse  (7) 

22  Novelist  of  parliaments  (5) 

23  See  5 clown 


Solution  tomorrow 


® Stuck?  Thai  cafl  our  solutions  fins 
on  0891  338  238.  Calls  coat  SOp 
per  minute  at  all  times.  Service  sup- 
plied by  ATS 
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How  long  have  you  been  dxeaxning  about  that 
new  car?  Or  that  kitchen?  Or  that  trip  of  a lifetime? 

Well  now  you  can  stop  dreaming,  because  a 
Barclayloan  has  never  been  more  affordable. 
Borrow  up  to  £15,000,  and  you  will  be 


able 


to  stretch  your  repayments  to  suit  your  budget. 

Call  Bardayloan  now  on  0500  200  250.  Or  post 
off  the  coupon.  Or  pop  into  your  nearest  branch 
of  Barclays. 

You  can't  miss  us.  End  of  the  rainbow.  First  left 


j*wt  diis  coupon  to:  Barclay,  Bank  PLC,  RB,  PO  Box  2000,  Nottingham  NG7  1BR. 
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Keg.  u,  ragUiui.  Rqj.  Otoe*:  54  Lombard  Strwt,  I^ndoaEOFSAB. 
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